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THIS WEEK’S SERVANT 
The Rev. Jerry Menk is a retired pastor in the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 

having served congregations in Iowa, Minnesota,  
and most recently, Faith-Lake Forest. 

He and his wife, Mary, continue to live in the area. 
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CATECHISM SERVICE 

Today’s service uses words from Martin Luther’s Small Catechism  
as it teaches us about the basic elements of the Christian faith. 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
Thursdays 6:30 p.m. & Sundays 9:00 a.m.  
 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 

Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  
Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist 

 
 

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he 
has blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to 
hear God’s word and serve His mission.  We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.  
Please take a moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give 
to an usher.  This card will help us connect with you. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching 
Jesus gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are 
forgiven, we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His 
true body and blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-
28, “Take and eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these 
beliefs are invited to receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. 
Wine can be taken by common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. 
Please address questions to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored 
cups.  

NURSERY 
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is 
down the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the 
youth room at the far end of the gym. 
 

 

SERVING TODAY 

 
 

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
The Kozlik Family in celebration of Sasha’s 2nd birthday, and 

Kazarian, Rasmussen, and Souza families in memory of Alice Souza. 
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Opening Hymn   Before You, Lord, We Bow    LSB 966 

 

 

 
 

5 And when in pow’r He comes, 
    Oh, may our native land 
From all its rending tombs 
    Send forth a glorious band, 

A countless throng, 
    With joy to sing 
    To heav’n’s high King 
Salvation’s song! 

 

Invocation  

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. C:   Amen. 
P: These words remind us of our baptism.  What is Baptism? 
C: Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God's command and 

combined with God's word. 
P: What benefits does Baptism give? 
C: It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal 

salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare. 
P: What does God’s Word in Romans 6 teach us about Baptism? 
C: “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 
may live a new life.” 
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Baptism Verse                 Baptized into Your Name Most Holy         LSB  590 st. 1 

Baptized into Your name most holy, 
    O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
I claim a place, though weak and lowly, 
    Among Your saints, Your chosen host. 
Buried with Christ and dead to sin, 
    Your Spirit now shall live within. 

Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness) 

P: What is Confession and Absolution? 
C: Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we 

receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not 
doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven. 

P: Confess and admit your sins to God the Father. 
C: I have lived as if God did not matter and as if I mattered most.  My Lord’s name I 

have not honored as I should; my worship and prayers have faltered. I have not let 
his love have its way with me, and so my love for others has failed. There are those 
whom I have hurt, and those whom I failed to help.  My thoughts and desires have 
been soiled with sin.  I pray You, Almighty God, merciful Father, for the sake of the 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P: Do you believe that word of Christ’s forgiveness I speak to you  
  is from the Lord Himself?   C:   I do. 
P: Receive the forgiveness Christ won for you by His Passion, death, and 

resurrection.  By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I, a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, forgive you your sins in the Name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. C:   Amen. 

 

Absolution Verse  Jesus Sinners Will Receive   LSB 609, stanza 6 
Now my conscience is at peace; 
 From the Law I stand acquitted. 
 Christ hath purchased my release 
 And my ev’ry sin remitted. 
 Naught remains my soul to grieve: 
 Jesus sinners doth receive. 

Greeting and Luther’s Morning or Evening Prayer 

P: The Lord be with you.  C:   And also with you. 
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Thursday    P:   Let us pray together. 
C: My Heavenly Father, I thank You, through Jesus Christ, Your beloved Son, that You 

have protected me, by Your grace. Forgive, I pray, all my sins and the evil I have 
done. Protect me, by Your grace, tonight. I put myself in your care, body and soul 
and all that I have. Let Your holy angels be with me, so that the evil enemy will not 
gain power over me. Amen. 

Sunday    P:   Let us pray together. 
C: I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep 
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. 
For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 
holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading       Isaiah 25:6–9 (ESV) 
6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of 

well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
7And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, 
 the veil that is spread over all nations. 
8He will swallow up death forever;    
 and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he 

will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 
9It will be said on that day, 
 “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. 
 This is the LORD; we have waited for him;  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    C: Thanks be to God. 

Epistle (New Testament Letter)                  Romans 8:31–35, 37–39 (ESV) 
31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who 

did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously 
give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 
34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or danger, or sword?  

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I 
am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel           Matthew 11:25–30 (ESV) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter.    C:   Glory to You, O Lord. 
25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you 

have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little 
children; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to 
me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father 
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28Come to me, all who 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light.” 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.     C:   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day        Rise, Shine, You People      LSB 825 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1974 Augsburg Publishing House; admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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Sermon   “Freedom is Ours…”     Romans 8:38-39 

Confession of Faith      2nd Article of the Apostles’ Creed and Luther’s explanation 

P: What do you believe about Jesus Christ? 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P: What does this mean? 
C: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also 

true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord. Who has redeemed me, a lost and 
condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the 
power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and 
with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in 
His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is 
most certainly true. 

 

Offering 

Offertory (sing 3 times)                
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Prayers 

P: The Lord invites us to pray saying: C:   Our Father who art in heaven. 
P: What does this mean? 
C: With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and 

that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask 
Him as dear children ask their dear father. 

P: Therefore, we bring our prayers to You this day, O God the Father, Creator and 
Ruler of the world: we give You thanks for our nation—for the history in 
which we see Your hand, for the opportunities that surround us in our day, 
and for the promise that the future yet affords. 

C: Accept the praise Your people raise, our God and King. 
P: O God the Son, Redeemer and Savior of the world: we give You thanks that the 

precious Gospel of Your holy life, Your innocent death, and Your glorious 
resurrection is proclaimed freely among us. 

C: Throughout this land of liberty, O Lord, let freedom ring! 
P: Bless Your people here and everywhere, O Lord, and make Your Church a beacon 

shining in the darkness, offering the freedom of forgiveness purchased by 
Your precious blood. 

C: Accept the praise Your people raise, our God and King. 
P: O God the Holy Spirit, Sanctifier of the world: we give thanks for Your constant 

presence and never failing help, evident in the lives of Your assembled people. 
C: Throughout this land of liberty, O Lord, let freedom ring! 
P: Let the light of Your compassion shine on all among us who are oppressed by any 

need—the sick and the grieving, especially…the hungry and the homeless, 
the lost and the lonely, and all who cry for help. 

C: Accept the praise Your people raise, our God and King. 
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  C:   Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     

All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us if you believe as we do—that 

the bread is the body of Christ, and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite those who 
are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 

 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders distribute 
the wine—with individual cups or common cup.  The 
individual trays also contain alcohol-removed wine in 
the center of each tray in the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may remain 
at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   

 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as prayers to 
God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 

P: The Lord be with you.  C:   And also with you. 
P: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
C: It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, 

instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 
P: What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
C: These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” shows us that in 

the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through these 
words. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 

P: Who receives this sacrament worthily? 
C: The person who has faith in these words: “Given and shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.” But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them 
is unworthy and unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to believe. 

Words of Institution 
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Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) (We share a greeting of peace with one another). 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you.  

Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)        LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

First Distribution Hymn   By Grace I'm Saved      LSB 566 

 

 

 

Hymn continues….. 
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5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 
    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 
    The Father’s heart is open wide. 
Where could I help and strength secure 
If grace were not my anchor sure? 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 
    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 
For though I know my heart’s condition, 
    I also know my Savior’s voice. 
My heart is glad, all grief has flown 
Since I am saved by grace alone. 

 

 

Second Distribution Hymn  Not What These Hands Have Done  LSB 567 

 

 
 

5 Thy grace alone, O God, 
    To me can pardon speak; 
Thy pow’r alone, O Son of God, 
    Can this sore bondage break. 

6 I bless the Christ of God, 
    I rest on love divine, 
And with unfalt’ring lip and heart 
    I call this Savior mine. 

Common Dismissal 

P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….           
C:   Amen. 
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Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through this blessed gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   C:   Amen. 

Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. C: Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn  O God of Love, O King of Peace          LSB 751 

 

 

 
 

© 2002 Sandra J. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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