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GENEROSITY SERVICE 

A service celebrating God’s generosity to us—especially in His generous salvation offered as a gift to 
us in Jesus Christ.  May that generosity transform us. 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month  
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist 
  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as 
he has blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people find the right place for 
them to hear God’s word and serve His mission.  We’d love to support you in that spiritual 
journey.  Please take a moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering 
plate or give to an usher.  This card will help us connect with you. 

NURSERY   
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, the 
nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms.  Today, you can use preschool room #2 
since the silent auction items are being viewed in the youth room at the far end of the gym. 

 

SERVING TODAY  

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
Craig Johnsen in memory of wife Donna J. Wheeler Johnsen. 
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Opening Anthem   8:00 a.m.        "Lord, I Lift Your Name On High"           Junior Choir 

                                      10:45 a.m.    "I'm Gonna Put On My Walk'n Shoes"       Cherub Choir 
 

Opening Hymn         Earth and All Stars            LSB 817 sts. 1, ref, 2, 4–7 

 

 

 

 

 
 

6 Knowledge and truth! 
    Loud sounding wisdom! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! 
    Daughter and son!  
    Loud praying members! 
Sing to the Lord a new song!   Refrain 

7 Children of God, 
    Dying and rising, 
Sing to the Lord a new song! 
    Heaven and earth, 
    Hosts everlasting, 
Sing to the Lord a new song!   Refrain 

 

© 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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Invocation  

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.    
C:  Amen. 

Generosity Praises       based on 1 Cor. 2:12; 2 Cor. 9:11; Prov. 11:25; Rom. 12:6,8; James 1:17 
P: We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God,  
C: that we may understand what God has freely given us. 
P: You will be made rich in every way  
C: so that you can be generous on every occasion. 
P: A generous person will prosper;  
C: The one who refreshes others will also be refreshed. 
P: We have different gifts, according to the grace,  
 the gift of God, given to us. If it is encouraging,  
C: let him encourage;    
P:   if it is contributing to the needs of others,  
C: let him give generously;    
P:   if it is leadership,  
C: let him lead diligently;    
P:   if it is showing mercy,  
C: let him do it cheerfully.  
P:   Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,  
C: coming down from the Father of lights.  Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness)                           based on Titus 3:3-7 

P: Confess—admit your sin before the Lord and before one another. 
C: In our sinful condition, we were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all 

kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating 
one another.  

P: But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,  

C: He saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done,  
P: but because of his mercy.  
C: He saved us through the washing of rebirth— 
P: Your baptism into the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
C: He saved us through the renewal by the Holy Spirit— 
P: The Spirit He poured out on you generously through Jesus Christ our Savior,  

C: So that, now we are made right in God’s eyes, 
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P: You are justified by his grace, a free gift to you through God’s generosity.  You are 
forgiven, made right, justified in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen!  Now we inherit all the riches of the kingdom of God as His children. 
P: You inherit the gift of the hope of eternal life through Jesus Christ. 
C: Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

Song of Thanksgiving  There is a Redeemer     LSB 971  

 

 

 

 
 

© 1982 Birdwing Music; admin. EMI . Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

P: The Lord be with you.      
C:   And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  Gracious Father, You direct Your people to use their gifts in service to 

other. Receive our thanks and praise for the faithful service of our Community 
Partners—government, schools, service agencies, and businesses. Bless them 
with wisdom and patience, and with love and faithfulness, that they may 
continue to serve our community with gladness; which is also a way of serving 
You and Your Kingdom. 

  Almighty God, You have promised to be with Your Church forever.  We praise 
You for Your presence in this place of worship—and all of our partner churches 
in our community. We ask Your ongoing blessing upon those who gather in our 
churches.  Dwell continually among us with Your holy Word and Sacraments, 
strengthen our fellowship in the bonds of love and peace, and increase our 
faithful witness to Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:   Amen. 
 

Anthem                    “Be Glad In the Lord”   Adult Choir 

 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His 
truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

 

Be glad in the Lord all ye righteous 
Rejoice rejoice rejoice all ye people 
Sing out for joy all ye pure in heart 
Rejoice give thanks and sing 
Rejoice give thanks and sing 
Bring praise to the King of kings 
Rejoice let the nations sing 
And lift their praise to the Lord who redeems 
Rejoice rejoice rejoice 
Give thanks and sing 
 
The steadfast love of the Lord is with you 
His grace surrounds all who trust in His name 
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Children’s Message  

Recognition of Our Community Partners 

 

Old Testament Reading – Part 1                 Ezra 1:1–8, 11(ESV) 
1In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of 

Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so 
that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing: 

2“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all 
the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah. 3Whoever is among you of all his people, may his God be with him, 
and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD, 
the God of Israel—he is the God who is in Jerusalem. 4And let each survivor, in 
whatever place he sojourns, be assisted by the men of his place with silver and gold, 
with goods and with beasts, besides freewill offerings for the house of God that is in 
Jerusalem.” 

5Then rose up the heads of the fathers’ houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the 
priests and the Levites, everyone whose spirit God had stirred to go up to rebuild the 
house of the LORD that is in Jerusalem. 6And all who were about them aided them 
with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, with beasts, and with costly wares, 
besides all that was freely offered. 7Cyrus the king also brought out the vessels of the 
house of the LORD that Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem and placed 
in the house of his gods. 8Cyrus king of Persia brought these out in charge of 
Mithredath the treasurer, who counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah.  

11all the vessels of gold and of silver were 5,400. All these did Sheshbazzar bring 
up, when the exiles were brought up from Babylonia to Jerusalem. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord     
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Old Testament Reading – Part 2           Nehemiah 1:11b—2:8 (ESV) 
11bNow I [Nehemiah] was cupbearer to the king. 
1In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was 

before him, I took up the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in his 
presence. 2And the king said to me, “Why is your face sad, seeing you are not sick? 
This is nothing but sadness of the heart.” Then I was very much afraid. 3I said to the 
king, “Let the king live forever! Why should not my face be sad, when the city, the 
place of my fathers’ graves, lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?” 
4Then the king said to me, “What are you requesting?” So I prayed to the God of 
heaven. 5And I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found 
favor in your sight, that you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers’ graves, that I 
may rebuild it.” 6And the king said to me (the queen sitting beside him), “How long 
will you be gone, and when will you return?” So it pleased the king to send me when I 
had given him a time. 7And I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, let letters be 
given me to the governors of the province Beyond the River, that they may let me 
pass through until I come to Judah, 8and a letter to Asaph, the keeper of the king’s 
forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the fortress of the 
temple, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall occupy.” And the 
king granted me what I asked, for the good hand of my God was upon me. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord     
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

Holy Gospel                            Mark 11:1–10 (ESV) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 11th chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

1Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village 
in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no 
one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing 
this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” 4And they 
went away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they untied it. 
5And some of those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the 
colt?” 6And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. 7And they 
brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. 8And many 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut 
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from the fields. 9And those who went before and those who followed were shouting, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 10Blessed is the coming 
kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

Hymn of the Day               Now Thank We All Our God                                          LSB 895 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon     50 Years in Our Community Because of You  Nehemiah 1:11b-2:8 
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Hymn of Response       Christ the Eternal Lord                 LSB 829, st. 1 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

Offering Preface    based on King David’s prayer in 1 Chronicles 29:10-14 
P: Praise be to you, O Lord, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 
C: Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power 
     and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, 
     for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 
P: Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 
C: Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. 
P: In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. 
C:  Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. 
P: But who are we that we should be able to give as generously as this?  
C: Everything comes from you,  
 and we have given you only what comes from your hand.  Amen. 

 
Offering & Prayer Requests  

In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 
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Offertory                  Heavenly Hosts in Ceaseless Worship      LSB 949 

 (Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar) 

 

 

 

 
© 1975 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
© 2000 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Confession of Faith          Apostles’ Creed   

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Generosity Praises           based on Psalm 106:1-5,47-48 
P: Praise the Lord.  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
C:    his love endures forever. 
P: Who can proclaim the mighty acts of the Lord or fully declare his praise? 
C:  Remember us, O Lord, when you show favor to your people, 
     come to our aid when you save them, 
P: that we may enjoy the prosperity of your chosen ones, 
      that we may share in the joy of your nation 
C: So we may join your inheritance in giving praise. 
P: Save us, O Lord our God, 
C: and gather us from the nations, 
P: So that we may give thanks to your holy name and glory in your praise. 
C: Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 
P: Let all the people say, “Amen! Praise the Lord.” 
C: Amen! Praise the Lord. 

Benediction 

P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
 bless and preserve you.      
C: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn              For the Fruits of His Creation      LSB 894 

 

 

 

 

© 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

Announcements 
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To Celebrate  
our 50 years,  
we Celebrate our 
Community! 
 

 

Rather than just patting ourselves on the back for our 50th anniversary as a 

congregation, we thank God for the ways in which He has blessed us with 

community partners who help us through their service, business, and 

commitment to Gurnee and our surrounding area.  We could not have reached 

50 years of ministry if it wasn’t for the partnership and good working 

relationships with people in our community.   

 

$50 is being given in the name of each organization to one of three community 

agencies that we value for their service to the people of Lake County:  

COOL Ministries, Love INC, or PADS.  

 

We are also giving $500 to Redeemer Lutheran, Waukegan, in honor of the fact 

that they helped launch Bethel as a new mission congregation, blessing Bethel 

with a group of members who started this ministry in Gurnee. Redeemer has 

pledged to use that $500 for our work in Hispanic ministry together in Circuit #1. 
 

 

Businesses 

Shipping Point 

Ace 

Balmes 

O’Toole’s 

Starbucks 

Mama K’s 

Dairy Queen 

Cardinal Liquor 

Uline 

McClure's Garage 

Mary’s Greenhouse
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GO! Together Churches 
Lakeland Church 

Village Church of Gurnee 

Gurnee Community Church 

Life Church 

Joy! Lutheran 

Immanuel Church 

New Abbey Church 

Matt Kearney, missionary 

Epicenter Church 

 

Circuit Churches 

Lord of Glory, Grayslake 

Redeemer, Waukegan 

Prince of Peace, Waukegan 

Beautiful Savior, Antioch 

Faith, Lake Forest 

 

Service Agencies 

A Safe Place 

COOL Ministries 

Love INC 

PADS 

Boy Scouts Roundtable 

Girl Scouts (troops that meet at Bethel) 

Heritage Woods Assisted Living 

Gurnee Meadows 
 

Government 

Gurnee Police 

Gurnee Fire 

Village—Mayor 

Village—Trustees 

Gurnee Public Works 

Gurnee Park District 

Lake County 

Lake County Sheriff’s Department 

Lake County Forest Preserve District 

 

Schools 

Prairie Trail School  

(on behalf of District 56) 

Woodland District 

Warren-Township High School 
 

Services 

Juan Rodriguez/J-Rod HVAC 

Clarence (our USPS carrier) 

Jimmy (our UPS driver) 

NorthShore Community Bank 

Thrivent Financial 

Charles - snowplowing 

Martin Ramon - periodic work 
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C.O.O.L. Holiday Food Baskets 
Today is the deadline for Thanksgiving donations.   

Anything donated after today will go towards Christmas baskets. 

  

  

  
  

  

  
The C.O.O.L. Food Pantries are getting ready for the thousands of people in Lake County 

who will come to the pantries seeking food assistance for the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas holidays.  
  

This holiday season we are offering two ways to feed our families:  
  

1.  Holiday Gift Baskets are available for a low price of $20.00. Donations can be placed 

in the offering with checks made out to Bethel and “C.O.O.L. Holiday Basket” 
marked in the memo.  

  

2. For those of you who prefer to do your own shopping, here is a list of holiday food 

items that are needed:  
  

 Turkey or Gift Card   

 Stuffing          

 Canned Cranberry or Applesauce  

 Turkey Gravy   

 Canned Corn            

 Corn Bread Mix  

 Dessert Mix   

 Powdered Milk            

 Yams and Marshmallows  
  

Non-perishable food donations may be dropped in the plastic container under the 

sanctuary coat rack.  If you have perishables, contact C.O.O.L. at 847-662-1230 to 

schedule a drop off.  The C.O.O.L. Food Pantries have plenty of refrigerator and freezer 
space to store frozen meat.  
  

 


