
To EAT is to develop authentic friendships with 

the people around us, to share life with them.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Pray-Eat-Love framework is meant to give a memorable, simple,  

easily identifiable, cyclical way to speak about what we are doing together as a 

gathering of brothers and sisters in Christ on God’s Kingdom mission.  This 

framework, is adopted from GO! Together—a partnership of Gurnee churches.   
 

Sunday, May 21, 2017  (Confirmation Sunday) 
 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

 

Pastor Ben Squires  
Cell phone:  224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org 

 

Website:  www.BethelGurnee.org 
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CATECHISM SERVICE 

Today’s service uses words from Martin Luther’s Small Catechism  
as it teaches us about the basic elements of the Christian faith. 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has 
blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s 
word and serve His mission.  We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a 
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This 
card will help us connect with you. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus 
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven, 
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and 
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and 
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to 
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by 
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions 
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.  

NURSERY 
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down 
the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room 
at the far end of the gym. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

SERVING TODAY 

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:   The Confirmation Class 
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Opening Hymn    Thy Strong Word                 LSB 578 sts. 1, 3, 5–6 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, 
    Alleluias without end! 

 
© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

6 God the Father, light-creator, 
    To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
    Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
    Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever 
    Praise the holy Trinity! 
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Invocation  

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: These words remind us of our baptism.  What is Baptism? 
C: Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God's command and 

combined with God's word. 
P: What benefits does Baptism give? 
C: It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal 

salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare. 
P: What does God’s Word in Romans 6 teach us about Baptism? 
C: “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live 
a new life.” 

Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness) 

P: What is Confession and Absolution? 
C: Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive 

absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, 
but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven. 

P: Confess and admit your sins to God the Father. 
C: I have lived as if God did not matter and as if I mattered most.  My Lord’s name I 

have not honored as I should; my worship and prayers have faltered. I have not let 
his love have its way with me, and so my love for others has failed. There are those 
whom I have hurt, and those whom I failed to help.  My thoughts and desires have 
been soiled with sin.  I pray You, Almighty God, merciful Father, for the sake of the 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P: Do you believe that word of Christ’s forgiveness I speak to you  
  is from the Lord Himself? 
C: I do. 
P: Receive the forgiveness Christ won for you by His Passion, death, and 

resurrection.  By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I, a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, forgive you your sins in the Name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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This Is the Feast         LSB 155 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

Greeting and Luther’s Morning Prayer   

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray together. 
C: I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me 
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For 
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

Anthem   “Be Glad in the Lord”   Adult Choir 

• Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His 
truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

 

        Verse: 
Be glad in the Lord, all ye righteous. 
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, all ye people. 
Sing out for joy, all ye pure in heart.   
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing. 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing. 
Bring praise to the King of kings.   
Rejoice, rejoice, let the nations sing and  
lift their praise to the Lord who redeems.   
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks, and sing. 
 

 

 
  

The steadfast love of the lord is with you. 
His grace surrounds all who trust in his name. 
                Repeat Verse 
 
Be glad in the Lord, be glad in the Lord,  
give thanks, and sing. 
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The First Old Testament Reading       Leviticus 19:33–34 (ESV) 

[And the Lord said]: 33“When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not 
do him wrong. 34You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native 
among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of 
Egypt: I am the LORD your God.” 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    C: Thanks be to God. 

The Second Old Testament Reading        Deuteronomy 10:17–20 (ESV) 

 [And Moses told the people]: 17“For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of 
lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no 
bribe. 18He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the 
sojourner, giving him food and clothing. 19Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were 
sojourners in the land of Egypt. 20You shall fear the LORD your God. You shall serve 
him and hold fast to him, and by his name you shall swear.”  
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    C: Thanks be to God. 

Reading from the Early Church   Acts 18:1–4, 11, 18b,19–21, 24–26(ESV) 
1After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2And he found a Jew named 

Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because 
Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them, 3and 
because he was of the same trade he stayed with them and worked, for they were 
tentmakers by trade. 4And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to 
persuade Jews and Greeks…. 

11And he stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them. 
18…then [Paul] took leave of the brothers and set sail for Syria, and with him 

Priscilla and Aquila….19And they came to Ephesus, and he left [Priscilla and Aquilla] 
there, but he himself went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 20When 
they asked him to stay for a longer period, he declined. 21But on taking leave of them 
he said, “I will return to you if God wills,” and he set sail from Ephesus…. 

24Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an 
eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures. 25He had been instructed in the way of 
the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things 
concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26He began to speak 
boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him and 
explained to him the way of God more accurately.  
P: This is the Word of the Lord.    C: Thanks be to God. 
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Song of Praise  Come, Now is the Time to Worship 

 
 
 

Holy Gospel           Luke 15:1–7 (ESV) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 15th chapter.    
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And 
the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats 
with them.” 



9 

3So he told them this parable: 4“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he 
has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after 
the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5And when he has found it, he lays it on his 
shoulders, rejoicing. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his 
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was 
lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.” 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.      
C:   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day     Only-Begotten, Word of God Eternal   LSB 916; tune: 950 
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Sermon          EAT: Building relationships with others 
 

Anything in the life of the congregation that leads to current 

disciples getting to know other disciples better, or leads to 

disciples to meet and grow in friendship with those not 

currently following Jesus.  It is the congregation encouraging 

members to know one another; it is the congregation making 

sure that its members—even leaders—have time to spend in 

their day-to-day circles so they can build those outside 

friendships.   

 
Confession of Faith         3rd Article of the Apostles’ Creed and Luther’s explanation 

P: What do you believe about the Holy Spirit? 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
P: What does this mean? 
C: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, 

or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with 
His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, 
enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus 
Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my 
sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, 
and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true. 

 
Offering & Prayer Requests  

In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

(8AM) Offertory (“Go, My Children”) followed by the Prayers of the Church  

(10:45) Prayers 
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Rite of Confirmation (10:45) 

We celebrate Confirmation— 
our students publicly confirming that they indeed believe in Jesus.   
They are His disciples through the grace of God granting them faith in Jesus. 

Lauren Best  

Jessica Chudy  

Mineva Freehling 

   Hunter Kregel  

   Joshua Leicht  

  Ellie Maag 

Jay Souza 

Nathan Stutzman  

Tanner Swanson  

Assisting with the Rite of Confirmation: Stephanie Bunnell, Lay Coach 

Thank you also for our other Lay Coaches from this year, Jose Rayos & Don Wuethrick 

 

 

CONFIRMATION VOW & BLESSING 

Do you understand the gifts which God gave you in your Baptism? 
Do you reject the devil and his works and all his ways? 
Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty…Jesus Christ, His only Son… the Holy Spirit?  
Do you intend to continue in the Christian faith, to be committed to the Church throughout your life?   
 Will you suffer, even to the point of death, rather than denying Christ?  
Do you believe the Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God and do you believe that the Small 

Catechism accurately teaches what the Scriptures say? 
Do you desire to be a member of the Lutheran Church and of this congregation? 
Do you intend faithfully to live your life according to God’s Word, to hear God’s Word and receive 

the Lord’s Supper and to remain true to God in your faith, your words and your actions?  
Are you asking to be shepherded (cared for) in your faith  

and committing to encourage others in their faith in Jesus?   
Will you serve in and support the work of this congregation in the mission of God? 
Do you confess that you are a disciple, a follower of Jesus? 

May you grow in the wisdom of God, seek the Lord in prayer, receive His strength and always have 
the hope of eternal life, in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
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Response Verse  Go, My Children, with My Blessing  LSB 922 st. 1 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     

All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe, we ask that you wait 
to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite those who are not 
communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 

• Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders 
distribute the wine—with individual cups or 
common cup.  The individual trays also contain 
alcohol-removed wine in the center of each tray in 
the purple cups. 

• Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

• Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   
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• Once you have received the elements, you may remain at the rail for prayer and 
leave at your own pace.   

• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   

• Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
C: It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, 

instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 
P: What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
C: These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” shows us that in 

the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through these 
words. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 

P: Who receives this sacrament worthily? 
C: The person who has faith in these words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins.” But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy 
and unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to believe. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
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Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)        LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as prayers,  
pray for your brothers & sisters in Christ, and maintain this as meditative time. 

 

 

First Distribution Hymn             Holy Spirit, Light Divine      LSB 496 
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Second Distribution Hymn  Sent Forth by God's Blessing  LSB 643 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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Common Dismissal 

P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….          C:   Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through this blessed gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   C:   Amen. 

Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C:   Amen. 

Closing Hymn            Lift High the Cross                  LSB 837 sts. ref, 1, 3, 6 

 

 

 

 
 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 

 
© 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
© 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

Announcements 
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