
Sermon & Bible Study Series – Fall 2017 
On October 31, 2017, the Church celebrates the 500th anniversary of the Reformation—when 

Martin Luther and others called the Church back to the Word of God, to the Gospel, to salvation 
by grace alone through faith alone by Christ alone. Our series explores the causes of Luther’s 
reforms—while acknowledging those same causes are reasons for reform in our individual lives 
and in our life together as a church— continually called back to the truth of God’s Word. 

 

Providence 
We celebrate that the timing of the Reformation was in God’s Providence. He timed the renewal of 
the Church’s preaching of the Gospel to coincide with Martin Luther, his servant, and many other 

like-minded churchmen. God timed it with the invention of the printing press which allowed for 
the teaching of the Gospel to spread far and wide. 

 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, September 24, 2017 

 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

 

Pastor Ben Squires  
Cell phone:  224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org 

 

Website:  www.BethelGurnee.org 
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DIVINE SERVICE I 
This service is from Divine Service, Setting One, in Lutheran Service Book.   

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month  
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord 
blesses you as he has blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people 
find the right place for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission.  We’d love 
to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a moment to complete an 
attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This card 
will help us connect with you. 

NURSERY   
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, 
the nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the 
gym, the nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

SERVING TODAY  

 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
Greg and Shannon Swanson in celebration of their 19th wedding anniversary.  
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Opening Hymn       God Has Spoken by His Prophets    LSB 583 

 

 

 

 

Invocation  

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.      C:   Amen. 

Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness) 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.                  1 John 1:8-9 

P: We pause in silence to reflect on our personal sins that trouble us. 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father:  
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, 
I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.  C:   Amen. 

Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy)        LSB 152 
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This Is the Feast            LSB 155 
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

  

 

P: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, King of Glory, and Lord of heaven and 
earth, by whose Spirit all things are governed, by whose providence all things 
are ordered, the God of peace and the author of all concord, grant us, we 
implore You, Your heavenly peace and concord that we may serve You in true 
fear, to the praise and glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
 

Anthem                 “Jesus Is Lord Of All”             Adult Choir 

•  Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His 
truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

 

All my tomorrows, all my past, Jesus is Lord of all. 
I've quit my struggle, contentment at last, Jesus is Lord of all. 
 

Refrain: King of kings, Lord of lords, Jesus is Lord of all; 
All my possessions, and all my life, Jesus is Lord of all. 

 

All of my conflicts, all my thoughts, Jesus is Lord of all. 
His love wins the battles I could not have fought, Jesus is Lord of all.     Refrain 
 

All of my longings, all my dreams, Jesus is Lord of all. 
All of my failures His power redeems, Jesus is Lord of all.      Refrain 
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Old Testament Reading       Isaiah 55:6–9 (ESV) 
6Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 
 7let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
 let him return to the LORD, that [the Lord] may have compassion on him, 
 [let him return] to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8For [the Lord declares]:    “My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
 neither are your ways my ways. 
  9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
   so are my ways higher than your ways 
   and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 
L: This is the Word of the Lord C:   Thanks be to God. 

Psalm Reading       Psalm 27:1–9 (ESV) 
1The LORD is my light and my salvation;  
 whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life;  
 of whom shall I be afraid? 
2When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, 
 my adversaries and foes, it is they who stumble and fall. 
3Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; 
 though war arise against me, yet I will be confident. 
4One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: 
 that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, 
 to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple. 
5For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; 
 he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 
 he will lift me high upon a rock. 
6And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, 
 and will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; 
I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 
 7Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me! 
8You [O Lord] have said, “Seek my face.” 
 My heart says to You, “Your face, LORD, do I seek.” 
 9Hide not your face from me. 
  Turn not your servant away in anger, O you who have been my help. 
 Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation! 
L: This is the Word of the Lord C:   Thanks be to God. 



8 

Song of Praise  Here I Am to Worship 
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Holy Gospel         Matthew 20:1–16 (ESV) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 20th chapter. 

 
 [And Jesus said]: 1“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went 

out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with 
the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out 
about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to 
them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give 
you.’ 5So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, 
he did the same. 6And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others 
standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said 
to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard 
too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 
‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the 
first.’ 9And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them 
received a denarius. 10Now when those hired first came, they thought they 
would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11And on 
receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne 
the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 
14Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give 
to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do 
you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first last.” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Hymn of the Day    Salvation unto Us Has Come         LSB 555 sts. 1, 3–4, 8–10 

 

 

 

 
 

8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin 
    And makes us conscience-stricken; 
But then the Gospel enters in 
    The sinful soul to quicken. 
Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; 
The Law no peace can ever give, 
    No comfort and no blessing. 

 

9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 
    And rests in Him unceasing; 
And by its fruits true faith is known, 
    With love and hope increasing. 

 
Children’s Message  

 & Sermon      “Providence”             Isaiah 55:6-9 

For faith alone can justify; 
Works serve our neighbor and supply 
    The proof that faith is living. 

 

10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 
    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 
The God who saved us by His grace; 
    All glory to His merit. 
O triune God in heav’n above, 
You have revealed Your saving love; 
    Your blessèd name we hallow. 
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Confession of Faith               Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 
invisible.—And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was 
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And 
the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end.---And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory            We Give Thee But Thine Own              LSB 781 sts. 1–2 

(Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar) 

 

 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be 
 gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C:   Amen. 

Closing Hymn      Now Thank We All Our God    LSB 895 

 

 

 

 
 

Announcements 
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