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Week #4:  

Proper 
Distinction of 

Law & Gospel 

 

Law & Gospel in Today’s Liturgy (from the Book of Concord) 

Confession (Admission) of Sin 
P:  We believe, teach, and confess that the distinction between law and Gospel is 

to be kept in the Church with great diligence as a particularly brilliant light, 
so that the Word of God may be divided rightly. The law is a divine doctrine 
which teaches what is right and God-pleasing  

C: and which condemns everything that is sinful and contrary to God’s will.1 
P: Since the fall of Adam all people are conceived and born in sin.  
C: No one by nature is able to have true fear of God and true faith in God. 
P: This inborn sickness and hereditary sin condemns and brings the eternal wrath 

of God on all those who are not born again through Baptism and the Holy 
Spirit.2 

C: This is the essence of a genuinely Christian life,  
 to acknowledge that we are sinners  
 and to pray for grace. Amen.3  
 
P:  …the Gospel which teaches what we are to believe:  
C: Christ has satisfied and paid for all guilt, without any merit of our own, and 

has won the forgiveness of sins and eternal life for us. 
P: This Gospel is a comforting and joyful message which comforts our 

consciences terrified by the law, points us only to the merit of Christ, and 
raises us up again by the delightful proclamation of God’s grace and favor.4 

  

                                                           
1 Formula of Concord, Epitome, V, ¶ 1-2. 
2 Augsburg Confession, II, ¶ 1-2. 
3 Large Catechism, Part V, Exhortation, ¶ 9. 
4 Formula of Concord, Epitome, V, ¶ 4,6. 
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Basic Distinction of Law and Gospel 
Review “Law” using Confirmation worksheets. 
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ευανγελλιον (euangelion) – evangelic 

The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology 
noun: good news, gospel 
verb: bring or announce good news, proclaim, preach 
noun (person): evangelist: proclaimer of glad tidings or gospel 

 
The Christian Gospel is that salvation is a free gift, won by Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Son of 
God, who atoned for the sins of the world when He died on the Cross and who rose from the 
dead for our justification (Gene Veith). 
 
Properly speaking, the Gospel is the command to believe that we have a gracious God 
because of Christ. “God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the 
world might be saved through him. He who believes in him is not condemned,” etc. (John 3:17, 18).5 
 
The content of the Gospel is this, that the Son of God, Christ our Lord, himself assumed and 
bore the curse of the law and expiated and paid for all our sins, that through him alone we 
re-enter the good graces of God, obtain forgiveness of sins through faith, are freed from 
death and all the punishments of sin, and are saved eternally. 

21 For everything which comforts and which offers the mercy and grace of God to 
transgressors of the law strictly speaking is, and is called, the Gospel, a good and joyful 
message that God wills not to punish sins but to forgive them for Christ’s sake.6 

 

                                                           
5 Theodore G. Tappert, ed., The Book of Concord the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. (Philadelphia: Mühlenberg Press, 1959), 160. 
6 Theodore G. Tappert, ed., The Book of Concord the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. (Philadelphia: Mühlenberg Press, 1959), 561–562. 
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Pastor Ben Squires 
Redeemer Radio Meditations on WOMT 1240 AM 
—Monday, May 21, 2001 

It is only through faith in Jesus that we have the hope of 

eternal life. But even such a simple message can be misheard 

or misused or misapplied.  As the early Christian writer St. 

Paul wrote in a letter to the church in Galatia, “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the 

one who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—which is really no 

gospel at all.”  I, too, am astonished at how quickly people turn the message of Jesus which is Gospel, 

meaning Good News, turn that message into something less than good news, something that isn’t as 

comforting. 

Jesus didn’t come to show us how to save ourselves.  He didn’t come to tell us that all good people 

go to heaven.  He didn’t say that we needed to make ourselves look good enough in order to go to 

heaven.  He didn’t say that going through the motions of going to church would get us into heaven.  

He didn’t say that we had to look busy when we He was coming.  He didn’t say that the Gospel was 

about getting rid of every sin from our lives.  He didn’t come for any of those messages, and yet, when 

I hear people summarize the teachings of Jesus, those are some of the phrases they use.  But those 

messages aren’t really good news at all.  They all require things of me that I won’t do or can’t do.  They 

all focus on my actions rather than on God’s.  They all skip the part about the love and mercy of God.  

They aren’t good news, and they aren’t from Jesus. 

This is the message that Jesus came to proclaim: For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

Son, so that whoever believes in Him will have life after death.  God has provided life after death for 

us all if we believe in His Son Jesus.  And we even believe in Jesus because God sends His Spirit into 

our hearts—faith is a gift from God. 

 

That is the Gospel, that is the Good News: to know that you are saved from everlasting death by a 

gift from God, the love of God, the mercy of God, through the work of Jesus Christ, His death and 

resurrection.  It is good news, because I know that God cannot fail to keep His promise.  I can surely 

trust in Him.  It is good news, because it does not depend on me or my actions.  It depends on God 

who will not fail me.  This is Good News; this is the Gospel of Jesus; this we will always proclaim for 

there is no other message by which we might be saved. 
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Can You Distinguish Law and Gospel?  Using the statements 
provided to your table, divide them into 3 categories: Law, Gospel, Untrue. 

 

 

Example # 1 - Ephesians 2:1-10 
As a group, mark up the following verses: 
--LAW: Highlight in any color but yellow 
--GOSPEL: Highlight in YELLOW 
  

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once 

walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, 

the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once 

lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, 

and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in 

mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in 

our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 

saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his 

grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved 

through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of 

works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

  

Resource 
How to Read the Bible  
with Understanding (2nd edition) 
Lane A. Burgland (CPH, 2016) 
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Example #2 - The Church on Notice 
After watching this video twice, work as a 
group on the next questions. 
 
1. What are some of the ways the Law is shared  

in this video? 

 

As a mirror?  

 

 

As a guide? 

 

 

 

2. What are some of the ways the Gospel is shared in this video? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Which do you feel predominates in this video—Law or Gospel? 

 
 

Reasons for “a” Reformation 

This series is titled this way on purpose.  
It’s not just about causes of “the” Reformation of the 

16th century. It’s also about acknowledging those 

same causes are reasons for reform in our individual 

lives and in our life together as a church. These 

causes call us continually back to the truth of God’s Word. 
 

4. Where would the Proper Distinction of Law & Gospel help you in your personal life?  

 
 
 
5. And if God worked that reform in my faith and life, what will be its fruit? 
 
 
 



God gives us 

eternal life as  

a gift to us. 

Jesus Christ died to 

forgive all of our 

sins. 

He dug His vineyard, 

cleared it of stones, 

planted it with choice 

vines; built a watchtower.     

I have the hope of 

eternal life based 

on Jesus Christ 

alone. 

God rescued us 

from the power of 

the devil. 

God created faith 

in our hearts 

through Baptism. 



Nothing can 

separate you from 

the love of God. 

Do not fear!   

God loves you. 

God washes away 

your sins. 

Our sins are washed 

away by the blood 

of Jesus Christ. 

We are freed from 

the guilt of sin 

because of Jesus. 

Jesus is the Lamb of 

God, who takes 

away the sin of the 

world. 



If we admit our sins, 

God is faithful and 

will forgive us. 

The Holy Spirit works 

faith in our hearts. 

Jesus gives us the 

comfort of 

forgiveness. 

Jesus came to seek 

and save the lost. 

Jesus died for us 

even while we were 

still sinners. 

When God looks at 

us, He sees the 

holiness of Jesus, 

not our sinfulness. 



Love your neighbor 

as yourself. 

For all have sinned 

and fall short of the 

glory of God. 

Honor your father 

and your mother. 

All people are 

conceived and 

born in sin. 

Sin condemns us 

and brings the 

eternal wrath of 

God. 

I will remove  

the vineyard’s hedge,  

and it shall be devoured; 

I will break down its wall, 

it shall be trampled down 



You shall not 

murder. 

You shall have no 

other gods before 

Me. 

You shall not steal. A child of God will 

follow God’s 

instructions. 

Love the Lord with 

all of your heart, 

mind and soul. 

Share your 

possessions with 

others. 



You shall not use 

the Lord’s Name in 

vain. 

Serve the Lord. 

Worship the Lord 

and give Him 

praise. 

Share the Gospel of 

Jesus with your 

friends & family. 

Put away your 

cellphone during 

worship. 

Make time in your 

week for worship, 

Bible study, prayer. 

 


