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And when Jesus returns,  
and those who believe in His Name  

will go with Him  
to the eternal marriage feast 

 

The bridegroom came,  
and those who were ready  

went in with him  
to the marriage feast 

 

mailto:pastor@bethelgurnee.org


 

2 

  
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  
 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month  

Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  
Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord 
blesses you as he has blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people 
find the right place for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission.  We’d love 
to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a moment to complete an 
attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This card 
will help us connect with you. 

NURSERY   
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, 
the nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the 
gym, the nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

SERVING TODAY  

 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
The Kozlik family in celebration of Karen’s birthday and 

Kathy Schwartz in celebration of Bill’s birthday. 
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THE WORD OF GOD SERVICE 
This service celebrates the Word of God, using words from Paul’s letters to Timothy. 

Opening Anthem  8AM   “The Lord Is Present in His Sanctuary”     Junior Choir      
               10:45AM “Give Me Oil” & “Apple-Red Happiness” Cherub Choir 

 
 

Opening Hymn  Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers       LSB 515 
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Invocation and Greeting 

P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.     1 Tim. 1:2b 
C: And also with you. 

The Word of God 

P: In worship, we become acquainted with the sacred writings,  
C: which are able to make us wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  
P: All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,  
  for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,  
C: so that we may be equipped for every good work.  Amen.           2 Tim. 3:15-16 

Confession of Sin 

P: The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance:   
C: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.    1 Tim. 1:15 
P: For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men: 
C: Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all.                 1 Tim. 2:5-6 

Silence for meditation on our need for Christ’s forgiveness.   

Absolution (Forgiveness)            1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Tim. 1:9-10; 2 Tim. 2:21 
P: God our Savior desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of 

the truth.  He saved you and called you to a holy calling, not because of your 
works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave you in Christ 
Jesus before the ages began, and which now has been manifested through 
the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life 
and immortality to light through the Gospel.  You have been cleansed of your 
sin, set apart as holy, useful to our Lord, and ready for every good work in the 
Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen. 

P: If we have died with him,   C:   we will also live with him; 
P: if we endure,   C:   we will also reign with him; 
P: if we deny him,   C:   he also will deny us; 
P: if we are faithless,   C:   he remains faithful— 
P: for he cannot deny himself.  C:   Amen.           2 Tim. 2:13-14 
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Response  The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns    LSB 532 sts. 3–6 

These hymn verses are based on the above Scripture, 2 Timothy 2:13-14. 

 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

P: The Lord be with you.    
C:  And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, 

the Church, that with all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into 
His eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.     

The Charge to the Congregation Regarding the Scriptures   

P: Devote yourselves to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.  
If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness, 
4he is puffed up with conceit and understands nothing.  Guard the deposit 
entrusted to you—the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Do not be ashamed of His 
Word, for we know whom we have believed, and we are convinced that He is 
able to guard His Word in us by the Holy Spirit who dwells within us. Follow 
the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from the Scriptures, in 
the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who dwells within 
us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you.          1 Tim. 4:13,6:3-4,20; 2 Tim. 1:12-14 

C: We have devoted ourselves to the Scriptures.   
 We dedicate this time now to hear from God’s Word.  Amen.     
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Psalm Reading                   Psalm 70 (ESV) 
1Make haste, O God, to deliver me! 
 O Lord, make haste to help me! 
2Let them be put to shame and confusion who seek my life! 
 Let them be turned back and brought to dishonor who desire my hurt! 
 3Let them turn back because of their shame who say, “Aha, Aha!” 
4May all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you! 
May those who love your salvation say evermore, “God is great!” 
5But I am poor and needy; 
 hasten to me, O God! 
You are my help and my deliverer; O Lord, do not delay! 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle (New Testament Letter)     1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 (ESV) 
13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are 

asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with 
him those who have fallen asleep. 15For this we declare to you by a word from the 
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not 
precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will descend from 
heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of 
the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who 
are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18Therefore encourage one another with 
these words. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Song of Praise  All the Way My Savior Leads Me 
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Holy Gospel           Matthew 25:1–13 (ESV) 
 [Jesus told His disciples]: 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took 

their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were 
wise. 3For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4but the wise took 
flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and 
slept. 6But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 
7Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give 
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there 
will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10And 
while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with 
him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11Afterward the other virgins came also, 
saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 
13Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:   Thanks be to God. 

New Member Welcome & Confession of Faith    
Today’s Confession asks our new members and all of the congregation to affirm that  

we are Disciples/Followers of Jesus, committed to one another as a gathering of believers. 

P: At Bethel, our mission is to help people be Disciples—life-long learners & followers of 
Jesus Christ.  Discipleship means God awakening Disciples from head knowledge 
of the faith to “heart life”.  Are you a disciple of Jesus? 

C: I am through the grace of God. 
P: As a gathering of disciples, do you trust that Bethel is seeking to teach faith in Jesus 

according to God's Word as best expressed in Lutheran theology according to the 
Lutheran Confessions, knowing that even if you have trouble understanding every 
teaching, Bethel seeks God’s truth and not our own truth?  

C: I do. 
P: Are you asking to be shepherded (cared for in your faith) and be held accountable in 

your life as a believer in Jesus?  

C:   I am. 
P:   Do you commit yourself to encourage fellow believers at Bethel in their faith? 

C: I do. 
P:   Will you serve the community around us—God's Kingdom— in partnership with this 

gathering of believers?          

C:   I will. 
P: Will you support the mission of the congregation to bring the Gospel to those who 

need Jesus? 
C: I will.  I am a disciple of Jesus.   
 We are a gathering of His followers by His grace. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day  The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us             LSB 514; tune: 527 

 
 

© 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

 

The Charge for the Pastor 

P: Paul instructed Timothy as a pastor.  His letters speak of the calling and duties of 
pastors, and his words are appropriate to describe what it means for you as a 
congregation to call me to serve as your Pastor.  Please use these words to 
remind me of my duty now: 

C: We charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus:  
 Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season to speak His Word;  
 Point out errors, warn people, and encourage us,  
 with complete patience and teaching.  Amen.                2 Tim. 4:1-2 
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Sermon  “Feed Your Sheep a Burning Lamp”      Matthew 25:1-13 
 

Feed Your Sheep a Burning Lamp  (from the album, Halos & Lassos) 

by Half-Handed Cloud (John Ringhofer) 
 

Feed your sheep a burning lamp 
Feed your lamb a course on herding 
Feed your goat to feed the fire 
Goats are fuel for fires burning 
 

Goats & lambs on either hand 
Lambs on hand for righteous yearning 
Lambs with hands receive the crown 
Royal crown 
 

    Coronate with brilliant gilding 
    Emitt Rhodes in a burned-out building 
 

“Somebody made for me” is played 
Every time a lamb is crossing 
 

Bridges laid for oily lamps 
Held by lambs and sheep-hands holding 
 

    Tried to cross the castle moat 
    But you gave your goat a drowning boat 
 

Here’s how goats turn into lambs: 
Shepherd’s hands then goats’ hearts turning 

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 



 

11 

Offertory                 LSB 871 st. 3; tune: Haslemere 

Sung as our Offerings are brought forward to the Altar 

 

Prayers 

P: Supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings  
  are to be made for all people, C:   thanking God whom we serve,  
P: as we remember others constantly in our prayers night and day. 
C: And praying for our leaders and all who are in high positions,  
 that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life,  
P: godly and dignified in every way.  
C: This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior.             1 Tim. 2:1-3; 2 Tim. 1:3 

(Pastor then offers the Prayers of the Church).              

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction  

P: There is stored up for you the crown of righteousness,  
  which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to you on the Last Day,  
  and not only to you but also to all who have longed for his appearing.  
  The Lord will rescue you from every evil deed and bring you safely into his 

heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever in the Name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. C:   Amen.             2 Tim. 4:8,18  
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Sending Prayer for Morrie & Carol Cook 

Anthem   “Go Now in Peace”    Adult Choir 

 

Closing Hymn  Go, My Children, with My Blessing           LSB 922 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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