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The BIG Buzz 

New Bethel Staff Members 
 
We are so excited to have two new staff joining the team at Bethel this month. I 
attribute this all to God who has heard our many prayers—prayers that He would 
guide us in His mission, provide us the servants needed for the plan, and give us joy as 
confirmation of His leading. 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped in the process that led to calling Katrina Johns to 
serve as Equipping Coordinator. The process began nearly two years ago as we 
“revisited” the reFocusing process through Gary Janetzke and Church Resource 
Ministries. That led to discovering our Backpack Values, but it also left the word 
“equip” percolating over and over again. People of Bethel were ready to serve in many 
ways—including encouraging other disciples in the faith—but they didn’t feel 
equipped. That led us in our research into what it would be to have someone on staff 
dedicated to equipping others for the ministry of the Gospel. Because that position 
description was fairly unique in the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, it took a while 
to know how to search for the right candidate. Thank you to those who served the two 
iterations of the Call Committee. Thank you to everyone who added their input to the 
conversations. 

 

Katrina Johns comes to Bethel having had 20 years of work 
experience in a variety of fields—sports journalism, radio, concert 
promotion, magazine writing, office management, and more. Yet, 
since college, she always had a heart for ministry. While it didn’t 
work out the first time to pursue being a Director of Christian 
Education, God kept her faith alive and gave her many opportunities 
to serve in volunteer roles in congregations. Then she had the 
opportunity recently to complete her DCE degree through Concordia 
University-Irvine and graduated this year. Bethel will be her first call. 
 

Meanwhile, we are also thrilled that Karen Leicht is joining the team 
as Disciple Care Coordinator as Carol Cook exits for Florida. Karen, a 
long-time member of Bethel, serving as organist, Sunday School 
teacher, and in other ways, brings her wealth of knowledge of 
Bethel, its people, and how Bethel is growing in God’s mission. She 
has a degree in church music and elementary education through 
Concordia University-Austin. Most recently she has been serving on 
the Board of Directors for the Northern Illinois District of the LCMS.  
 

Karen’s care for the people of Bethel is often evident as she checks in on people right 
before she needs to start playing the organ to start the worship service or when she is 
out helping with worship services at Heritage Woods and Gurnee Meadows.  
She’ll be wonderful in this role of ensuring that we as a congregation are  
caring for one another and those whom God brings into our midst. 
 



*****The Staff and Council reports are at the end of this Big Buzz. 



Carol and Morrie Cook are moving to Florida after 
many years of serving here at Bethel.  We have a 
couple events planned so that we can say “thank 
you” and wish them blessings on their new 
adventure. 
 

Friday, November 10th   5:00---8:00 pm.   
In the Fellowship Hall. Pizza Party & Open House 

 

Join us for an informal gathering of friends for 
pizza, salads and desserts.  Come for ten minutes or 
stay the entire time.  Please contact the church 
office with the number of family members 
attending so that we will have a count for the pizza. 
847-244-9647 or office@bethelgurnee.org 

 

Daylight Savings  
Time Ends 

 

Don’t forget to set your 
clocks back an hour on  

Saturday night, November 4. 

 

Thanksgiving Eve  
Service  

 

Wednesday, 
November 22  

6:30 p.m. 
 

     In the Sanctuary 

 

Sunday, November 12th    9:00 & 11:45 a.m.   
In the Fellowship Hall.  Coffee Hour receptions 
following both morning church services. 
 

Carol and Morrie have asked that there be         
no gifts.  However, we will be collecting 
contributions in their honor that will be given   
to COOL and Love INC. 
 

If you would like more information, or would 
like to help with these events, please contact 
Dave & Cheryl Ross: 847-244-2809 or 
daveross945@comcast.net. 

Go with God’s Blessing Thanksgiving Celebration  

for Morrie and Carol Cook 

mailto:office@bethelgurnee.org


 

Preschool News……. 
 

The month of November at Bethel Preschool is 
always devoted to thanking God for the changes 
in fall.  We watch the busy squirrels and 
chipmunks on our playground collecting food 
for the winter.  We hear the honking geese 
flying in a “v” overhead, heading south for the 
winter.  Special farm toys will 
make their appearance in the 
classroom as we talk about 
farmers, harvest time, and life 
on the farm. Did you know the    
3-Day class can be seen milking 
a cow?  

The 3-Day class will be making a special “Thank 
You, God” book to help them remember all the 
things God gives them.  They will prepare the 
food and then celebrate Thanksgiving with a 
special Bethel Thanksgiving Feast on Monday, 
November 20. Thank you God for the 
wonderful world He made for us to share! 

On Friday, November 3, there will be Parent-
Teacher Conferences for the 2-Day class in lieu 
of regular preschool.  This gives the staff and 
the children’s parents the opportunity to 
communicate with each other in order to better 
understand the children.   

Preschool will be closed from November 22-24 
for the Thanksgiving holiday.  Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

_______________________________________________________ 

Thank You! 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who came to our Bethel Fall 
Fest!  The evening was a huge success and fun was had 
by all!  The children enjoyed the excitement of 
wearing a special costume, playing games, and of 
course, receiving lots of candy and treats.  The Balloon 
Pop was very successful and we wanted to thank 
everyone who donated to and/or purchased a balloon.  
The chili/hot dog dinner and chili cook off were 
fantastic once again!  We loved being able to share a 
meal with our Bethel friends.  The food was delicious 
and the fellowship was fantastic.  A special thank you 
to Kathy DeLassus, Lisa Schwarz, Donna Stutzman, the 
Preschool Board, and the Bethel Staff for all of their 
hard work!!! 

Pictures from Fall Fest can be viewed at:   
http://tinyurl.com/bethelfallfest17  

THE COLD WEATHER 
IS COMING! 

And you can help provide care for 
members of our community. 

Deadline is Sunday, November 5 
 

While this may be anticipated by many who are 
looking forward to their pumpkin spice latte, or those 
hoping to wear that favorite fisherman knit cardigan, 
such is not the case for many. There is no joy for a 
parent who wonders if their child will have a warm 
coat, warm boots or mitts to take them through the 
winter. A child wonders if they will be able to go out 
at recess at school, if they don’t have boots and mitts. 

LOVE Inc. will be hosting a winter coat distribution at 
the First Presbyterian church in Waukegan November 
9, 10 and 11. While they receive a good supply of 
warm coats, there is a great need for boots and gloves, 
especially for children. You can help! 

Bethel will be taking donations of warm boots and 
mitts (new or gently used) for all ages for this event, 
last day is Sunday. Please drop your donations off in 
the box in the hallway.   If you have any ???s, please 
contact Teresa Flowers at flowersteresa2@gmail.com 

Remember, this small gesture can bring the joy of the 
upcoming seasons to a child in need. 

You also can help by assisting in the coat 
distribution.  Please contact Dave Ross at 
daveross945@comcast.net if you are able to 
volunteer for this event. 

LWML 
NEWS 
 

Kathy Schwartz is looking for Thanksgiving 
pies again this year.   Redeemer Lutheran in 
Waukegan is hosting Thanksgiving dinner 
for servicemen and women from Great 
Lakes. Last year there were 90 people 
attending.  They would like help from each 
church in our zone to make 6 homemade 
apple or pumpkin pies.  There is a sign up 
sheet on the hub if you would like to 
help.  Call Kathy (847-975-9637) if you 
have questions. 

http://tinyurl.com/bethelfallfest17
mailto:flowersteresa2@gmail.com
mailto:daveross945@comcast.net
tel:%28847-975-9637
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Gift Card Program 

The Bethel Youth have been participating in Scrip 

Fundraising for the past year.  For those of you 

unfamiliar with the program, anyone in the 

congregation is able to purchase gift cards from local 

retailers at face value.  The youth group will then 

receive 3-15% of the face value, depending on the 

retailer.  That percentage goes directly into the Youth 

Special Fund to be used for future youth activities. 

For the months of October, November &  December, 

BLAST has decided to take any money raised from the 

gift card program, and use it towards our December 

mission project: Adopt a Family. The youth will once 

again, “adopt” one or two children at Christmas (last 

year it was through the Battered Women and Children 

Foundation) and purchase them clothing and gifts.  

Please help us make this effort a big success.  Any gift 

card you order helps….large or small. 

The next order deadline is  November 26. 

Thanks for your continued support.  Any questions 

can be directed to Sue Best at snsbest@gmail.com. 

____________________________________________________________ 

“Stuff A Sailor” 

Thanksgiving Dinner  
 

The Olson's will be Hosting "STUFF A SAILOR" on 

Thanksgiving, November 23, here at Bethel.  We will be 

serving Thanksgiving dinner for recently graduated and 

other sailors who are not able to make it home for 

Thanksgiving (or for anyone that doesn't have a place to 

go for Thanksgiving).  Dinner will be served at 1:00 p.m. 

and 3:00 p.m.  

There will be a sign up for food donations and volunteers 

(if you are available) on the following Sundays- 

November 5, 12 and 19.  Thank you for your past and 

present support!!! The Olson's held this event about 5-6 

years ago and we  are back !!!!  

~ Gayle Olson 

   Poinsettia Orders 
 
Orders for red poinsettia plants will be taken 
this month to decorate our worship areas on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. The cost 
for a plant is $11, and orders are due in the 
church office by Monday, December 4. 
Order forms will be available later this 
month.  
 

Remember a loved one by purchasing a 
plant: 

• In memory of...  
• In appreciation of...  
• To the Glory of God 

___________________________________________________ 
       

Bernie's Blessing 
 

We will again this year be collecting 

coats and blankets for Bernie to 

distribute on the streets of Chicago 

on Christmas Eve. For over 21 years the people of 

Bethel have donated many, many coats and 

blankets that are given to the homeless who are 

out in the cold and bad weather. He shares the 

love of Christ with them while providing them 

warmth. As the weather turns cold and you 

realize a new coat would be nice, bring the old 

one for Bernie's blessings. Or, if you see a good 

deal on a new coat, we would gladly accept it also. 

Blankets of all kinds will be accepted. You may 

bring them to Bethel starting the 

first of December. 

___________________________________________________ 

Thank You 
 

Bethel Community, 
Thank you so very much for your generous 
gift towards Teresa’s medical expenses.  While 
it has been a long road towards healing we 
remain confident in God’s goodness and trust 
the plans He has for Teresa.  We are truly 
overwhelmed by your thoughtfulness and will 
forever be grateful.  God bless you in your 
ministry!   

                              The Rapp Family 
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Holiday Food Baskets 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

The C.O.O.L. Food Pantries are getting ready 
for the thousands of people in Lake County 
who will come to the pantries seeking food 
assistance for the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holidays.  
 
This holiday season we are offering two 
ways to feed our families:  
 
1.  Holiday Gift Baskets are available for a low 

price of $20.00. Donations can be placed 
in the offering with checks made out to 
Bethel and “C.O.O.L. Holiday Basket” 
marked in the memo.  

 
2. For those of you who prefer to do your 

own shopping, here is a list of holiday 
food items that are needed:  

 
• Turkey or Gift Card   
• Stuffing          
• Canned Cranberry or Applesauce  
• Turkey Gravy   
• Canned Corn            
• Corn Bread Mix  
• Dessert Mix   
• Powdered Milk            
• Yams and Marshmallows  

 
Non-perishable food donations may be 
dropped in the plastic container under   the 
sanctuary coat rack.  If you have perishables, 
contact C.O.O.L. at 847-662-1230 to schedule a 
drop off.  The C.O.O.L. Food Pantries have 
plenty of refrigerator and freezer space to 
store frozen meat.  

Helping Veterans  
COOL Food Pantries help food stamp eligible veterans 
each month not only with food but also each qualified 
veteran family receives a large box loaded with soaps, 
paper towels, toilet paper, laundry supplies, deodorant, 
toothpaste, shampoos and more! All of these are items 
cannot be purchased with Food Stamps. What a 
“C.O.O.L.” way to help our Vets! These items for 
Veterans are accepted through out the year.  
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Chili Supper   
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church (3350 N. Delany Rd, 
Waukegan) will sponsor a chili supper on Thursday, 
November 9 from 3:30 p.m.—7:00 p.m. to benefit 
C.O.O.L. Food Pantry.  $10 per person and carry-out 
orders are available. They will also be accepting canned 
goods and non-perishable food items. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

C.O.O.L. 5K/10K  
Run & Walk   

 

Runners!  Get ready, get set and mark your calendars. 
The C.O.O.L. 5K/10K Run & Walk will take place in 
Libertyville at Old School Forest Preserve, Shelter C     
on Saturday, November 25 at 9:30 a.m.  What a great 
way to walk off those Thanksgiving Day calories        
and support a great cause with family and 
friends! Information and registration are available at: 
https://secure.getmeregistered.com/
get_information.php?event_id=127343. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Volunteer Opportunities  
at COOL 

 

The food pantry is in need of able bodied volunteers    
to work a 4 hour shift daily Mon. – Fri. from 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m.  Please call Gayle Olson at 847-662-1230 if 
you can work one or all of these days. Volunteers will 
help distribute food to pantry visitors at the front 
counter or greet customers and do data entry in 
computer tracking system. Must be able to lift 20 
pounds. Thanks for helping COOL to Feed the Hungry! 

COOL Ministries  









To: 

The BIG BUZZ        October  2012  

Church office hours 

 

 

Monday, Tuesday & 

Thursday 

9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday & Friday 

9:00 a.m.—12 noon 

 

Pastor’s weekly hours 

are posted outside his 

office door. 

Bethel Lutheran  

Church 

5110 Grand Ave. 

Gurnee, IL  60031 

Sundays at 8:00 a.m. 
and 10:45 a.m.  

 

Holy Communion:  
1st, 3rd, & 5th 

Sundays  

C.O.O.L.  
Food of the Month:   

Tuna 
 

Place non-perishable items in the 

box in the sanctuary hallway. 

         Annual  

Aebleskiver Day   
Redeemer Lutheran Church is 
sponsoring its annual Aebleskiver Day 
Saturday, November 4 from 9:00 a.m.    
to 2:00 p.m.  Aebleskivers are a Danish 
delicacy served with maple syrup, jams 
or jelly, homemade applesauce and pork 
sausage. This event will be held at  620 
Grove Avenue, Waukegan. 

 

 

  Love INC 

  Fundraiser 
On Thursday, November 9, from 5-8 PM 
there will be a fundraiser at Potbelly.  
Please join us for some food, fun and 
goodwill.  Potbelly will be donating 25% 
of sales to help support Love INC of Lake 
County.  Potbelly is located at 760 
Waukegan Road, Waukegan.  Flyers are 
located on the Hub. 



 

Voters Meeting Update 

We recently held our fall Voters Meeting.  This is the meeting where we elect leaders and define our 

budget for the following year.  Thanks to the members for coming out to participate in the voters 

meeting this past Sunday.  Your participation is what decides the direction this congregation takes.  

For those unable to attend, the Voters meeting approved the following motions: 

• Approved Shannon Swanson to fill unexpired term of YFM (Blast) board. 

• Approved Paul DeLassus; & Karen Leicht -alternate as Bethel's NID convention delegate. 

• Approved the following leaders for terms beginning on January 1st, 2018 

o Property Board: Monte Stoltzman 

o BOCE: Carla Thompson 

o Blast (YFM): Shannon Swanson 

o President Elect: Steve Freehling 

o President: Chad Anderson 

o Elders:  Bob Souza and Mike Bandman 

        Vacancies still pending:  Pre-school Board member, Stewardship, & 7 Elder positions 

• Approved the 2018 Budget of $563,513.16; an approx 1% decrease from 2017 

• Approved removal of numerous members where no response was received from attempts to 

contact them and re-establish a connection 

Questions?  President@bethelgurnee.org 
 

mailto:President@bethelgurnee.org


Financial Secretary – Joan Blasko 

 

The 2017 Year to date (thru September 30th) Budget Donations were $388,363.50 which was 

down 3.4% from the previous year's 2016 Budget Donations of $401,979.90. 

The average Budget donations (thru September 30th) were $9,958 per week which was down 

from the previous year's average Budget donations of $10,307 per week. 

 

The 2017 Year to date (thru September 30th) Total Donations/Gifts were $486,397.42 which was 

down 1.6% from the previous year's 2016 Total Donations/Gifts of $494,229.67. 

The average Total Donations/Gifts (thru September 30th) were $12,472 per week which was 

down from the previous year's average Budget donations of $12,673 per week. 

 

The Joyful Response Gift Program accounted for 22.47 % of the 2017 Year to date Budget 

Donations.  The Joyful Response Gift Program is a great way to: 

• Give consistently. 

• Help you prepare and fulfill your stewardship plans. 

• Share your generosity efficiently and predictably. 

Forms for the Joyful Response Gift Program can be found on the "Hub" or from the church office. 

Please return completed forms to the church office in a sealed envelope addressed to "Joan Blasko - 

Financial Secretary".  If you have any questions, email me at joyfulresponse@bethelgurnee.org. 

 

Financial Statements for 2017 will be distributed by January 31, 2018.   

 

Regards, 

 

Joan Blasko 
Financial Secretary 
joyfulresponse@bethelgurnee.org 

 

 
 

mailto:joyfulresponse@bethelgurnee.org
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Treasurer – Tony Brazda 

 

Bethel Friends, 
 

Please find attached the financial statements for September.  A very favorable month due continued EC vacancy.   

 

September Results:    September YTD Results: 

Total:  Favorable $7,670    Total:  Favorable $49,037 

Church:  Favorable $8,284    Church:  Favorable $49,851 

Preschool:  Unfavorable: ($614)   Preschool:  Unfavorable: ($813) 

 

Regards, 

Tony 
treasurer@bethelgurnee.org 

mailto:treasurer@bethelgurnee.org


 

 

 
 

Board of Elders – Mike Bandman  

The Board of Elders is concerned with all matters pertaining to the spiritual welfare of the Bethel 

Congregation.  The Elders are divided into 3 separate teams:  Spiritual Oversight, Worship and 

Discipleship. 

 

Some of the things Elders have been involved with this year. 

 

• Develop and set up the process for calling an Equipping Coordinator 

• Interview for Disciple Care Coordinator 

• Start Set Up teams to get gym ready for worship 

• Find Usher Coordinators to secure more Ushers for our Worship Services 

• Ongoing work on the Bethel Constitution, By-Laws, Policies and Procedures 

• Reach out to inactive members - Working for accurate Membership roles 

• Support for Soup Suppers, Mothers Day Fellowship, Easter Breakfast and Church Picnic 

• Work with Council on the 2018 budget 

• Work on the Church calendar and Worship schedule 

• Support Pastor Squires schedule and his vision for Bethel 

 

The Elders are not only looking for men to join our group, but we are looking for men and   women to 

get involved with many leadership positions at Bethel. Our congregation has a wealth of talent to 

draw from.  If not quite ready for a leadership position, perhaps becoming part of a set-up team or 

being an usher would be a great way to start on a rewarding path of service to our Lord here at Bethel. 

 

In Christ,  

Mike 
elders@bethelgurnee.org 

Pre-school Board – Kathy Delassus 

Bethel Preschool began in 1986 with a vision.  With careful planning, a lot of prayer, and the assurance of the 
Lord’s eagerness to bless, Bethel Church continues to experience the many wonderful benefits and blessings 
of our own Christian early learning center.  As the preschool began its 31st year of operation this September, 
the Preschool Board is pleased to report that enrollment is strong and the budget is stable.  With many new 
preschools opening in the area, it has been a challenge in the past few years to reach full enrollment.  But the 
Lord continues to bless our ministry and continues to lead children and families to our doors. A highlight of the 
coming year will be upgrading the playground with a more nature themed play environment that encourages an 
outdoor classroom concept. The highly-qualified teaching staff has remained the same and the children meet 
with Pastor once a month for devotions.  Bethel Preschool truly offers a “stable” early learning experience. We 
invite you to come visit the classrooms in December to see angels roaming around, hear sounds of hammering 
from the carpenter’s shop and see Baby Jesus asleep in a cradle. 

PRESCHOOL ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE 
SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2018 

 

In Christ,  

Kathy 
board.preschool@bethelgurnee.org  

 

mailto:elders@bethelgurnee.org
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Property Board – Monte Stoltzman 

2017 has been a very busy year for the property board with not only the usual repairs and projects but 

unanticipated events placed an additional load on the budget and activity. A break in to the building 

required damage repair and additional security measures. High winds knocked down signs and 

damaged a section of the roof. Health issues caused a change in cleaning personnel. Water intrusion 

in the sprinkler room and west storage area required clean up.   

 

Major repairs and maintenance activities: 

• Replacement of compressor and temperature control on kitchen refrigerator. 

• Testing of kitchen fire suppression system, fire alarm test, fire extinguisher service and fire 

panel back up batteries replaced. 

• Sprinkler system hydraulic tested, internal piping inspected and corroding sprinkler heads 

replaced. 

• Main pump replaced in West sump pit #1. 

• Basement class rooms and west youth room repainted. 

• Elevator hydraulics pressure tested. 

• Sanctuary boiler pressure tested.  

• New safe installed along with repairs to doors and windows damaged during break in. 

• Tripping hazards reduced by grinding down ledges created by heaving concrete on entrance 

walks. 

• Dying bushes around property were removed and replaced with fresher landscaping to 

improve curb appeal. Planter box by narthex entrance was added. 

• Motion detection light switches installed in remote areas to reduce lights being left on. 

• WiFI thermostats installed to control temperatures in basement and west youth room. 

• Additional lighting added to building exterior to eliminate dark zones to reduce likelihood of 

additional breakins.  

• Wooden entry decks installed on east side of fellowship hall to reduce track in when entering 

through slider and emergency entrance.   

 

Property Updates: 

• LED lighting installed in Narthax. 

• Sanctuary carpeting has been replaced. 

• Upstairs parsonage bathroom remodeled. 

• New entrance signs installed and standardized to other signage around property. 

 

In Christ,  

 

Monte 
property@bethelgurnee.org 

 

mailto:property@bethelgurnee.org


Board of Christian Education (BOCE) – Lynn Barkley 

The Board of Christian Education has some new leaders for the 2017 – 2018.  Kylie Brazda and 

Diane Sanders are Co-Chairing Sunday School this year.  Carla Thompson will be taking over for 

Lynn Barkley as the new Chairman for the Board of Christian Education.  

 

God has richly blessed our Sunday School with teachers for ALL of our classes this year! NEW this 

year is our “Little Lambs” class for children not old enough to go to Sunday School. This new class 

allows all parents to attend Bible Class on Sunday mornings!   

 

Our Sunday School Mission Project this year is Lutheran Church Charities Comfort Dogs.   

 

In addition to our Sunday programming, there are many weekday/night programs well underway!  

Please watch the BUZZ for opportunities for additional week day/night Bible Studies. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

Reformation Fair – October 29 during the Sunday School hour 

 

Thanksgiving Sunday – Children will spend Music time with Ann Souza and then participate in our 

packing event and events to support LCC Comfort Dogs 

 

Advent – We will have a special offering opportunity to support LOVE, Inc. 

 

Children’s Worship Program will be December 10, 2017 at 4:00 PM 

 

There will be NO Sunday School on December 24 or December 31 

 

Vacation Bible School – proposed dates, July 16 – July 20  
 

In Christ,  

 

Lynn 
education@bethelgurnee.org 

mailto:education@bethelgurnee.org


Bethel Staff Report 
Celebrating God at work, Seeing Where He’s Leading 

October 29, 2017 

I don’t think I can add much more than what’s already in this report from others—a New 
Equipping Coordinator, a New Disciple Care Coordinator, rejoicing in Bethel’s family, 
and our opportunities for Outreach. All of this—I see—as incredible answers to prayer as 
God shows us how He can use us in His Kingdom mission. 
 

Community Connection 
We’re thankful for the repeated help we’ve received lately from Warren High School’s 
Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) Students, under the direction of Bethel’s 
own Mrs. Chris Mason. The students helped with childcare during multiple Meet & 
Greets and our Voters Meeting for the Call of the Equipping Coordinator. The students 
were a huge help at the Love INC Auction. And then there they were again helping with 
Fall Fest. IT’S AWESOME to see these young leaders and their enthusiasm for serving. 

Pastor Squires  pastor@bethelgurnee.org 

Lisa Schwarz, Church Secretary   lisa@bethelgurnee.org 
I’m so happy how things went at fall fest from a kitchen 
stand point and what I have heard from the gym.  It is 
just amazing how I was short on kitchen help but 
people just come to help when needed.  The Bethel 
family is so giving and so inspiring.  
 I just love my Bethel family. 

Where I See God at Work 
• When Bethel was burglarized in the Spring, there were many ways to see 

God at work. With my role, it was a blessing how many people reached 
out to help create a new key policy and worked to turn in & replace 
building keys. 

• There’s a Preschool student who needs rides some days, and it’s been 
awesome to see God raise up Bethel members to provide the help. 

• So excited about Katrina & Karen joining the team. 
• Lisa’s hard work and dedication for Fall Fest 
• Carol—seeing God at work through her and how much God has served us  
     through her for 23 years. We will dearly miss her. 

Chelsi Todd, Office Assistant     chelsi@bethelgurnee.org 



God continues to give us many opportunities to serve Him by 
helping others. It can just be a small gesture of encouragement 
to someone or listening when they are going through a 
difficult time. These are the opportunities I have most enjoyed 
as Disciple Care Coordinator— connecting with one another.  
 
So often after someone helps out by serving—sort rummage at 
rummage sale, help with a funeral meal, etc.—they come to me 
and let me know how much they enjoyed getting to know the 
person they worked with better and finding things they had in 
common. I challenge you to do one thing at Bethel and get to 
know your fellow disciples better. This is how we build relationships. 
 
Thank you for giving me the blessing of serving Bethel for the past 23 years. As Morrie & 
I move to Florida, I will truly miss my role as Disciple Care Coordinator at at Bethel.  
—God's Blessings. 

Carol Cook, Disciple Care Coordinator carol@bethelgurnee.org 

I am so excited to be the new Disciple Care Coordinator!  I can’t wait 
to get started taking care of all of you and helping you care for others 
at Bethel and in the community.  It has been on my heart to serve in 
this way since the position was created.  I am also excited about 
working with the new Equipping Coordinator, Katrina.  It will be 
awesome to see where God leads us as a church. 
 
But, I am also nervous about the position.  I haven’t had a job outside 
of the home for nineteen years.  Will I be able to handle the 
requirements of the position?  So, then I turn to God in prayer and 
look to His Word for comfort.  Isaiah 41:10 is one of my favorite verses.  “So, do not fear, 
for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you and help 
you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”  God has great plans for all of us 
and will give us the strength we need for each one. 

Karen Leicht, NEW Disciple Care Coordinator 

Go with God’s Blessing Thanksgiving Celebration—Send Off for Carol & Morrie Cook   
Friday, November 10th   5:00-8:00 p.m.   
Fellowship Hall. Pizza Party and Open House 

Join us for an informal gathering of friends for pizza, salads and desserts.  Come for ten minutes or stay 
the entire time.  Please contact the church office with the number of family members attending so that 
we will have a count for the pizza. 847-244-9647 or office@bethelgurnee.org 

Sunday, November 12th  9:00 a.m. and 11:45 a.m.   
In the Fellowship Hall.  Coffee Hour Receptions   Following both morning church services. 

 
Carol and Morrie have asked that there be no gifts.  However, we will be collecting contributions in their honor 
that will be given to COOL and Love INC. If you would like more information, or would like to help with these 
events, please contact Dave & Cheryl Ross: 847-244-2809 or daveross945@comcast.net 

mailto:office@bethelgurnee.org


 
2017-2018 School Year 
This year we have 13 students in our 2-Day Class,  
11 in our 3-Day class, and we average 6-8 for Drop-
In Playtime on Mondays. God is always at work 
through the people who support Bethel Preschool.  
We are so blessed to have our dedicated staff all of 
whom were preschool mothers and preschool 
board members before they were hired as staff.  
We are so blessed to have these loving and caring 
women working with our preschoolers.  
  
 
 
Continuing to Remember Our 30th Anniversary—1986-2016 
Bethel Preschool has only had  
 3 Directors in all of its 31 years.   
What a blessing it is to be Director with our two former 
directors still actively involved in our preschool. 

Kathy DeLassus, our first preschool director, has graciously 
stepped up into the Chairman role in Bethel’s Preschool Board.  She is such a blessing to 
have the knowledge of the history of our Preschool as well as help us plan for the future.  

Karen Kozlik, our second 
preschool director, is an 
active Grandparent of 2 
preschoolers.  She 
volunteers on a regular 
basis and even substitute 
teaches once in a while.  
Again such a blessing to 
have around for her 
knowledge and care. 

   
Bethel is such  
a special place.  
How wonderful it is  
to work together  
with these  
wonderful mentors.   

Donna Stutzman, Preschool Director preschool@bethelgurnee.org 

Karen Kozlik     Donna Stutzman Kathy DeLassus 



Techinically—This is a “Pre-Staff” Report 
I am thankful that God has directed my path to Bethel. I am eager to start 
working with Pastor Squires and the members of this congregation to further 
the kingdom and fulfill God’s directives to “Go ye.” 
 
Thank you for the support and prayers during the Call process leading up to 
my installation. What a great day that will be! God always answers prayer and 
His timing is perfect. God bless you all and see you on the 19th!  
 (Or the 18th if you want to help lug boxes into my new apartment.) 

Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator 

 


