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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
CHRIS MASON & SUE WALKER IN CELEBRATION OF  

THE 101ST BIRTHDAY OF THEIR FATHER ROY ROBERTS 

DIVINE SERVICE I 
This service is from Divine Service, Setting One, in Lutheran Service Book.   

Opening Hymn  Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ                           LSB 565; tune: 912 
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Invocation  
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness) 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.      1 John 1:8-9 

P: We pause in silence to reflect on our personal sins that trouble us. 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father:  
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy)        LSB 152 
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This Is the Feast                         LSB 155 
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This Week’s Reading     Matthew 7:1-14,24-29 (VOICE) 
Note on the Reading              (Lutheran Study Bible; Franzmann) 
One of the most difficult tasks for a Christian is to speak to a fellow believer about 
some personal fault. This is especially difficult with a family or a congregation. But 
the disciple does this under the Beatitudes (the Gospel blessings that come from God 
alone); the disciple receives life from God the Giver and has become the way that God 
brings His gift of mercy to others. 
Jesus: If you judge other people, then you will find that you, too, are being judged. 

2 Indeed, you will be judged by the very standards to which you hold other people. 
 So when someone is tempted to criticize his neighbor because her house isn’t 
clean enough, she seems ill-tempered, or she is a bit flighty—he should remember 
those same standards and judgments will come back to him. No one should criticize 
his neighbor for being short-tempered one morning, when he is snippish and 
snappish and waspish all the time. 
 3 Why is it that you see the dust in your brother’s or sister’s eye, but you can’t see 
what is in your own eye? 4 Don’t ignore the wooden plank in your eye, while you 
criticize the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eyelashes. 5 That type of criticism and 
judgment is a sham! Remove the plank from your own eye, and then perhaps you will 
be able to see clearly how to help your brother flush out his sawdust. 
 6 Don’t give precious things to dogs. Don’t cast your pearls before swine. If you 
do, the pigs will trample the pearls with their little pigs’ feet, and then they will turn 
back and attack you. 
Note on the Reading            (Lutheran Study Bible; VOICE) 
So Jesus has set forth a basic rule that needs to be observed: first, practice self-
examination. If you do not realize your own sins and faults, you cannot offer 
admonition to a fellow Christian. One who assumes the task of taking the speck out 
of his brother or sister’s eye must do so with sincere love, deep humility, and that 
prayer: “Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors”.  
 Now Jesus returns to talking about prayer, an important and sometimes difficult 
topic. Here He gives the very essence of prayer. 
Jesus: 7 Just ask and it will be given to you; seek after it and you will find. Continue 
to knock and the door will be opened for you. 8 All who ask receive. Those who seek, 
find what they seek. And he who knocks, will have the door opened. 
 9 Think of it this way: if your son asked you for bread, would you give him a 
stone? Of course not—you would give him a loaf of bread. 10 If your son asked for a 
fish, would you give him a snake? No, to be sure, you would give him a fish—the best 
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fish you could find. 11 So if you, who are sinful, know how to give your children good 
gifts, how much more so does your Father in heaven, who is perfect, know how to 
give great gifts to His children! 
Note on the Reading            (Lutheran Study Bible; Luther) 
 Jesus emphasizes the blessings and importance of prayer. Most important is our 
heavenly Father’s eagerness to give His children “good things.” Because we are 
sinful, we do not always recognize that God answers every prayer for our good. Jesus 
guarantees that we receive God’s mercy and blessings. 
 And then Jesus “concludes the teaching He has been giving in these chapters, 
and wraps it all up in a little package where it can be found”—what we often call the 
“Golden Rule”. 
Jesus: 12 This is what our Scriptures come to teach: in everything, in every 
circumstance, do to others as you would have them do to you. 
Note on the Reading                   (Lutheran Study Bible) 
 Jesus’ teachings in the Sermon on the Mount show us our sins and describe the 
path on which we seek to walk as repentant children of God. 
Jesus: 13 There are two paths before you; you may take only one path. One doorway is 
narrow. And one door is wide. Go through the narrow door. For the wide door leads 
to a wide path, and the wide path is broad; the wide, broad path is easy, and the 
wide, broad, easy path has many, many people on it; but the wide, broad, easy, 
crowded path leads to death. 14 Now then that narrow door leads to a narrow road 
that in turn leads to life. It is hard to find that road. Not many people manage it. 
24 Those people who are listening to Me, those people who hear what I say and live 
according to My teachings—you are like a wise man who built his house on a rock, on 
a firm foundation. 25 When storms hit, rain pounded down and waters rose, levies 
broke and winds beat all the walls of that house. But the house did not fall because it 
was built upon rock. 26 Those of you who are listening and do not hear—you are like a 
fool who builds a house on sand. 27 When a storm comes to his house, what will 
happen? The rain will fall, the waters will rise, the wind will blow, and his house will 
collapse with a great crash. 
Narration at end of Sermon on the Mount               (VOICE) 
28 With that Jesus finished His teaching, and the crowds were amazed by all He had 
said. 29 But Jesus taught in His own name, on His own authority, not like the scribes. 
Note on the Reading                           (Luther) 
 The true disciples remain on the hard path or enter through the narrow gate, 
namely, the Word of God, saying: “I am helpless. May God help me. It all rests in His 
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hands. He promised and said: ‘Just cling to the Word, and I will uphold you. When you 
find yourself in any extremity or distress, you will learn to continue in God’s Word. 
This will liberate you and make you a true disciple. 

Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: God of wisdom and groundedness, our Rock, You have encouraged us to live our 

lives grounded on You in faith, patience, and love. Help us to live from this 
foundation, and to love others without being judgmental, but seeing them 
through the Rock of Your Righteousness, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
Anthem   The Wise Man and the Foolish Man   Children’s & Adult Choirs                   

The wise man built his house upon a rock, 
The wise man built his house upon a rock, 
The wise man built his house upon a rock, 
And the rains came tumbling down. 
The rains came down and the floods came up, 
The rains came down and the floods came up, 
The rains came down and the floods came up, 
But the house on the rock stood firm. 
 The foolish man built his house upon the sand, 
The foolish man built his house upon the sand, 
The foolish man built his house upon the sand, 
And the rains came tumbling down. 
The rains came down and the floods came up, 
The rains came down and the floods came up, 
The rains came down and the floods came up, 
And the house on the sand fell flat. 
So build your life on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
So build your life on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
So build your life on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the blessings will come down. 
The blessings come down as your prayers go up, 
The blessings come down as your prayers go up, 
The blessings come down as your prayers go up, 
So build your life on the Lord. 
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Sermon   “Judge By the Rock?”    Matthew 7 

Hymn of Response       Built on the Rock      LSB 645 sts. 1, 3–5 
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Confession of Faith                 Nicene  Creed  
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible.—And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end.---And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Prayers 
The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  
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Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders distribute 

the wine—with individual cups or common cup.  The 
individual trays also contain alcohol-removed wine in 
the center of each tray in the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may remain 
at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 

prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 

 LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You 
have made known to the nations in Your Son.  In Him, being found in the 
substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy)          LSB 161 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)  

Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)           LSB 163 
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First Distribution Hymn                Sons of God                                                       
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Second Distribution Hymn   Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me LSB 761 

 

 

 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78 

Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872 
 

Common Dismissal 
P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….          
C:   Amen. 
Post-Communion Prayer 
P: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C:   Amen. 
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Closing Hymn              Not What These Hands Have Done                LSB 567 sts. 1, 5–6 

 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89 

Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
 

Announcements  
 

Lenten Soup Suppers are back! 

Sign up to host a Lenten soup and salad supper on 
Wednesdays during Lent. Partner with others to host one 
of the meals or if you would like to host but don’t know 
who to ask we can help you find someone to host with 
you. Hosting involves setting up, serving, and cleaning up. 

Unsure of the details of hosting? No worries – there will be 
a kitchen angel here every Wednesday to help. Contact 
Cindy to sign up to host at cindy@bethelgurnee.org 
 


