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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
CONFIRMATION FAMILIES IN CELEBRATION OF THE CONFIRMANDS 

CATECHISM SERVICE  using words from Martin Luther’s Small Catechism  
Opening Hymn                           Thy Strong Word LSB 578 sts. 1, 3–4 
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Invocation  
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: These words remind us of our baptism.  What is Baptism? 
C: Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God's command and 

combined with God's word. 
P: What benefits does Baptism give? 
C: It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal 

salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare. 
P: What does God’s Word in Romans 6 teach us about Baptism? 
C: “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live 
a new life.” 

Baptism Verse               Baptized into Your Name Most Holy          LSB  590 st. 1 

 

 

 

 

Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness) 
P: What is Confession and Absolution? 
C: Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive 

absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, 
but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven. 
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P: Confess and admit your sins to God the Father. 
C: I have lived as if God did not matter and as if I mattered most.  My Lord’s name I 

have not honored as I should; my worship and prayers have faltered. I have not let 
his love have its way with me, and so my love for others has failed. There are those 
whom I have hurt, and those whom I failed to help.  My thoughts and desires have 
been soiled with sin.  I pray You, Almighty God, merciful Father, for the sake of the 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P: Do you believe that word of Christ’s forgiveness I speak to you  
  is from the Lord Himself?   C:  I do. 
P: Receive the forgiveness Christ won for you by His Passion, death, and 

resurrection.  By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I, a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, forgive you your sins in the Name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   C: Amen. 

Absolution Verse   Thy Strong Word                         LSB 578 st. 6 
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Greeting and Luther’s Morning Prayer   
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray together. 
C: I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me 
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For 
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

Anthem                         Be Glad in the Lord                                Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you today. 

Maintain this as meditative time. 

Be glad in the Lord, all ye righteous. 
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, all ye people, 
Sing out for joy, all ye pure in heart, 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing. 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing. 
Bring praise to the King of kings. 
Rejoice, rejoice let the nations sing and  

lift their praise to the Lord who redeems. 
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks, and sing. 
 
The steadfast love of the Lord is with you. 
His grace surrounds all who trust in his name. 
 
Be glad in the Lord, all ye righteous. 
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, all ye people, 
Sing out for joy, all ye pure in heart, 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing. 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing. 
Bring praise to the King of kings. 
Rejoice, rejoice let the nations sing and  

lift their praise to the Lord who redeems. 
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks, and sing. 
 
Be glad in the Lord, be glad in the Lord, give thanks and sing. 
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Today’s Narrative Lectionary Reading Romans 1:1-17 (VOICE) 

Note on the Reading            (VOICE; Squires) 
According to Paul, in and by itself, the gospel is power—God’s power. The simple 
message of Jesus brings healing and rescue to all people. It starts with God’s people, 
the Jews, but does not end until all people hear and respond to its call. As the 
Gospels tell us, in the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus entrusts Himself completely to 
God’s will. As a result, this good news brings faith and hope to those who hear and 
respond to its elegant message. Because God is faithful, He acts in a most 
extraordinary way. Somehow in the scandal of the cross, He offers His own Son in 
order to redeem the fallen world. 
 To help us follow the flow of Paul’s sentences, we will have two readers trade off, 
signaling ends of paragraphs or shifts in the logic of what Paul’s saying. 
 Paul begins his letter like other ancient letters: he signs his name at the beginning 
of the scroll, so those receiving his letter know who is writing to them without having 
to unroll the whole scroll. As part of Paul’s “signature”, he explains who he is and 
who his Lord and Savior is. 

1 [A letter from] Paul, a servant of Jesus the Anointed called by God to be His 
emissary and appointed to tell the good news 2 of the things promised long ago by 
God, spoken by prophets, and recorded in the Holy Scriptures.  

3 All of this good news is about His Son: who was (from a human perspective) 
born of David’s royal line 4 and ultimately designated to be the true Son of God with 
power upon His resurrection from the dead by the Spirit of holiness. I am speaking of 
Jesus, the Anointed One, our Lord. 

5 And here’s what He’s done: He has graced us and sanctioned us as His 
emissaries whose mission is to spread the one true and obedient faith to all people in 
the name of Jesus. 6 This includes you: you have been called by Jesus, God’s 
Anointed. 

7 [A letter] to all those who are God’s beloved saints in Rome: May grace and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus, the Anointed One, surround you. 

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus the Anointed for all of you because we are 
joined by faith as family, and your faith is spreading across the world. 9-10 For I call God 
as my witness—whom I worship in my spirit and serve in making known the gospel—
He alone knows how often I mention you in my prayers. I find myself constantly 
praying for you and hoping it’s in God’s will for me to be with you soon. 11 I 
desperately want to see you so that I can share some gift of the Spirit to strengthen 
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you. 12 Plus I know that when we come together something beautiful will happen 
as we are encouraged by each other’s faith. 

13 If, my brothers and sisters, you did not already know, my plans were set to meet 
you in Rome, but time and circumstances have forced every trip to be canceled until 
now. I have deeply desired to see some good fruit among you just as I have seen with 
so many non-Jewish believers. 14 You see, I am in tremendous debt to those of various 
nationalities, from non-Jews to barbarians, from the wisest of the wise to the idle 
wanderer. 15 So you can imagine how eager I am to join you and to teach the good 
news in the mighty and diverse city of Rome. 

16 For I am not the least bit embarrassed about the gospel. I won’t shy away from 
it, because it is God’s power to save every person who believes: first the Jew, and 
then the non-Jew. 17 You see, in the good news, God’s restorative justice is 
revealed. And as we will see, it begins with and ends in faith. As the Scripture declares, 
“By faith the just will obtain life.” 
 
Note on the Reading          (Squires; VOICE) 
 Here in that last sentence, Paul quotes from the Old Testatment prophet, 
Habakkuk, which in another translation says, “the righteous shall live by faith.” This is 
the Gospel: that we have the promise of life eternal through trusting in Jesus—it is 
grace, a gift, not something we earn through our own works. 
 Here in Romans Paul describes the gospel of Jesus by bringing in the good news on 
two levels: On a human level, the good news is about God’s Son, David’s descendant, 
entering the world to begin the task of restoring it from the damage sin and death 
have left behind. But the resurrection of Jesus from the dead takes Jesus’ sonship to a 
new level. Now He is the Son-of-God-in-Power, the One called Lord and Master. In Him, 
we rejoice today. 

Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: Gracious God: Thank you for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, so that we can be made 

right with you. Open our hearts, our minds, and our spirits to receive all that 
you have for us in your Word. Make us joyful witnesses to the Good News about 
Jesus Christ, that we might love him and serve him wholeheartedly, and grow 
in faith and practice. We ask this in the Name of Jesus and for his glory. 

C: Amen. 
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Song of the Day    Blessed Be Your Name 
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Sermon        Romans 1:1-17 

Hymn of Response              By Grace I’m Saved                 LSB 566 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709–61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697–1775 
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Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory                      Thine Forever, God of Love  LSB 687 sts. 1–2, 5 
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar) 

 

 
Text: Mary F. Maude, 1819–1913  Tune: Justin H. Knecht, 1752–1817 

 

Prayers 
P: The Lord invites us to pray saying: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven. 
P: What does this mean? 
C: With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and 

that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask 
Him as dear children ask their dear father. 

P: Therefore, we bring our prayers to You this day, Father. . . 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Rite of Confirmation 
We celebrate Confirmation— 
our students publicly confirming that they indeed believe in Jesus.   
They are His disciples through the grace of God granting them faith in Jesus. 

Wyatt Fleming 
Alex Herstowski 
Lauren Jaronik 

Gabriel Kazarian 
Thomas Kreamer 
JD Novacek 

Brie Ratzburg 
Jocelyn Sanders 
Rebecca Wait

Lay Coaches Assisting with the Rite of Confirmation:  
Elizabeth Blasko & Cindy Daluga 

Thank you also to our other Lay Coach from this year, Jon Kreamer. 

CONFIRMATION VOW & BLESSING 
Do you understand the gifts which God gave you in your Baptism? 
Do you reject the devil and his works and all his ways? 
Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty…Jesus Christ, His only Son… 

the Holy Spirit?  
Do you intend to continue in the Christian faith, to be committed to the 

Church throughout your life?   
 Will you suffer, even to the point of death, rather than denying Christ?  
Do you believe the Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God and do you believe that the 

Small Catechism accurately teaches what the Scriptures say? 
Do you desire to be a member of the Lutheran Church and of this congregation? 
Do you intend faithfully to live your life according to God’s Word, to hear God’s Word and 

receive the Lord’s Supper and to remain true to God in your faith, your words and your 
actions?  

Are you asking to be shepherded (cared for) in your faith  
and committing to encourage others in their faith in Jesus?   

Will you serve in and support the work of this congregation in the mission of God? 
Do you confess that you are a disciple, a follower of Jesus? 

May you grow in the wisdom of God, seek the Lord in prayer, receive His strength 
and always have the hope of eternal life, in the Name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
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Hymn of Thanksgiving     O Gracious Lord, With Love Draw Near    LSB 599; tune: 634 

 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  
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Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
C: It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, 

instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 
P: What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
C: These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” shows us that in 

the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through these 
words. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 

P: Who receives this sacrament worthily? 
C: The person who has faith in these words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins.” But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy 
and unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to believe. 

Words of Institution 
 
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
 
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)        LSB 163 
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Distribution Song      Sons of God    

 
  



15 

Distribution Hymn    Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord LSB 637 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.  Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 

Common Dismissal 
P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….          C:   Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 
P: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through this blessed gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   C:   Amen. 

Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C:   Amen. 
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Closing Hymn      Go, My Children, with My Blessing  LSB 922 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008, Tune: Welsh, 18th cent. 

Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Announcements 
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