
After He rose from the dead, the Lord Jesus presented Himself alive to the apostles, 
“appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3).    

After 40 days, He ascended to the heavens. This year 40 days past Easter was  
Thursday, May 18, but we moved our celebration to today. 

 

Sunday, May 21, 2023 
 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

Pastor Ben Squires  
Cell phone:  224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org 

Cindy Daluga, Disciple Care Coordinator Ben Sanders, Mission Facilitator 
Cindy.daluga@bethelgurnee.org office@bethelgurnee.org 

Website:  www.BethelGurnee.org 
 



2 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
JIM FRANZ  IN MEMORY OF HIS MOTHER  

DIVINE SERVICE I 
This service is from Divine Service, Setting One, in Lutheran Service Book.   

Explanation of the Christ Candle 
The Christ Candle was lit on Good Friday, remaining lit through the dark 
days of crucifixion and burial of Christ, reminding us that death was not 
victorious. The Christ Candle continued to burn on Easter Morning—the 
Day of Resurrection. We’ve lit the Christ Candle on the altar each week 
since in celebration of the same. But the Christ Candle is removed from the 
altar, as a reminder that Christ ascended into heaven and was hidden from 
the eyes of the disciples. They awaited His promise to send His Holy Spirit.
  

Ascension Refrain      Hail Thee, Festival Day                       LSB 489, ref-a 

 

 

Ascension Reading from the Gospel of Luke                       Luke 24:44–53 (ESV) 
44Then [Jesus] said to [His disciples], “These are my words that I spoke to you 

while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and 
the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the 
promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power 
from on high.” 

50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed 
them. 51While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 
52And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were 
continually in the temple blessing God. 
P: This is the Word of the Lord  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: The Lord be with you.     
C:   And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, 

leave us not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You 
promised from the Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.   

C:   Amen. 

Ascension Verses from 1 Timothy & Removal of the Christ Candle 
P: Jesus was revealed in the flesh,                  1 Timothy 3:16; liturgical verse based on Luke 24:49,53 
C: declared righteous in Spirit, 
P: seen by angels,     
C:   proclaimed among the nations, 
P: believed on in the world,    
C:   taken up in glory.  
P: Send us Your power from on high through Your Holy Spirit, 
C: So that we may go forth with joy,  
 proclaiming Your Name. Amen. 

Ascension Refrain       Hail Thee, Festival Day                LSB 489, ref-a 

 

 

Invocation  
P: In the name of the Father and of 

the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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Invocation Hymn   See This Wonder in the Making   LSB 593 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008  Text: © 1984 Concordia Publishing House. Text adapted: The Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Squires, 2023. 

Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness) 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.                  1 John 1:8-9 
P: We pause in silence to reflect on our personal sins that trouble us. 
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father:  
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.  C:  Amen. 

has    tak   -  en 

came 

go 
You 

take          us      us. 

:          I       am    bap    -      tized; 
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Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy)        LSB 152 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This Is the Feast                       LSB 155 
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Today’s Narrative Lectionary Reading Romans 6:1-14 (ESV) 
1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no 

means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified 
with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would 
no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now 
if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that 
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion 
over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he 
lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in 
Christ Jesus. 

12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 
passions. 13Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, 
but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, 
and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 14For sin will have no 
dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

  
P: Gracious Lord, we give thanks that in Holy Baptism we receive forgiveness of sins, 

deliverance from death and the devil, and eternal salvation. On this day of 
remembering our baptisms, bless us continually by Your Word and Spirit that 
we may faithfully keep the covenant into which we have been called, boldly 
confess our Savior, and finally share with all Your saints the joys of eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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Anthem                                      As a Little Child                                  Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you today. 

Maintain this as meditative time. 

O you must become as a little child, as a little child and come unto Him. 
Yes, you must become as a little child to share in the kingdom of God. 

Come unto Jesus, run into His arms. 
Come unto Jesus and you can share the kingdom of God. 

O you must become as a little child, as a little child and come unto Him. 
Yes, you must become as a little child to share in the kingdom of God. 

Come unto Jesus, run into His arms. 
Come unto Jesus and you can share the kingdom of God. 

Jesus loves me! This I know, 
For the Bible tells me so; 
Little ones to Him belong, 
They are weak but He is strong. 

Come unto Jesus, run into His arms. 
All people come unto Jesus and you can share the kingdom of God. 
O you can share the kingdom of God. Yes, Jesus loves me.  

Confession of Faith                 Nicene  Creed  
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible.—And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end.---And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day         Baptized into Your Name Most Holy LSB 590 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Jacob Rambach, 1693–1735, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697–1775 
 

Sermon             Romans 6:1-14 
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Song of Praise           Mighty to Save  
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Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory   Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven       LSB 793 sts. 1–2 
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar) 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847  Tune: John Goss, 1800–80 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  
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Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders distribute 

the wine—with individual cups or common cup.  The 
individual trays also contain alcohol-removed wine in 
the center of each tray in the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may 
remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 

prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 

 LSB 160 
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P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in 
their sight was taken up into heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy)          LSB 161 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)  
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Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)           LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
Distribution Song                Let Us Break Bread Together  
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Distribution Hymn              The Gifts Christ Freely Gives LSB 602 sts. 1–2, 4–5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Richard C. Resch, 1947, Tune: Charles J. Dale, 1842–1912, alt. 

Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
 

 Common Dismissal 
P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….          
C:   Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 
P: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Choral Benediction 

Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C:   Amen. 

Closing Hymn                          Christ Be My Leader  LSB 861 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 , Tune: Irish 

Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
 

Announcements 
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