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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
JIM FRANZ  IN MEMORY OF HIS MOTHER   

NARRATIVE LECTIONARY – YEAR 2 
Worship in a traditional order drawing words from Year 2 of the Narrative Lectionary from the 

appointed readings from the Old Testament, Acts, and 1 Corinthians. 

Opening Hymn  The God of Abraham Praise             LSB 798 sts. 1, 3–4, 6, 9 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725–99, alt., Tune: Hebrew 
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Invocation (based on Deuteronomy 6:4-6) 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Years ago Moses said, “Hear, O Israel.” Today I say, “Hear, O people of God.” 
C: We hear! 
P: Then declare the words of faith which God gave to your ancestors through Moses: 
C:   The LORD is our God,  
 the LORD is one! 
  We love the LORD our God with all our soul and all our heart and all our strength. 
P: Keep these words in mind today even as we enter into His presence in worship. 
C:   The LORD is our God,  
 the LORD is one! 
  We love the LORD our God with all our soul and all our heart and all our strength. Amen. 

Verse of Praise (based on Deuteronomy 6:4-5)              LSB 694 st. 1 
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Confession and Absolution  (Hosea 11:1-9) 
P: The Lord spoke to His people through the prophet Hosea: 
  “The more I summoned them, the farther they departed from Me.  

They sacrificed to the Baal idols and burned incense to images.” 
C: We, too, are confronted with our sin: 
 God took us by the arm, 
 but we did not acknowledge that He has saved us.  
 God lifted the yoke of sin from our necks,  

 placing the burden on Jesus,  
 but we have often refused to repent!  
 We look for help in ourselves and in others and in false things. 
 We know we continue to turn away from the Lord God. 
 Forgive our sinful hearts for the sake of Jesus Christ who died and rose again. Amen. 
P: Again the Lord spoke to His people through the prophet Hosea,  
  and He speaks these words of His enduring love to us: 
  “How can I give you up? How can I surrender you? 

How can I treat you like a people destined for destruction? 
How can I make you like a city wiped off the face of the Earth? 
I will show you mercy, pulling back the punishment that you deserve. 

  All My tender compassions are aroused.  
I will not carry out My fierce anger! 
I cannot totally destroy you! 
Because I am God—the Holy One among you— 
I will not come in wrath!” 

  Therefore, based on this promise of God’s steadfast love, in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen.  
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Song of Praise (based on Hosea 11:8-9)          Tune: LSB 816 

 
Prep aration for the Reading of the Word (based on 2 Kings 23:1-3)  
P: When King Josiah heard that a lost and forgotten book of God’s Word had been found in 

the temple, he called together all of the people, and like today 
C: all the people were there, from the youngest to the oldest.  
P: The king read aloud all the words of the scroll of the covenant. He called on the people to 

commit themselves to God’s Word, as we do today: 
C: all the people are here, from the youngest to the oldest, to hear God’s own Word. Amen. 
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This Week’s Reading           Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7 (VOICE) 
The Eternal One appeared once again to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, while he was 
resting at the entrance to his tent in the middle of a hot afternoon. 2 Abraham glanced up 
and saw there were three men standing nearby. They seemed to appear out of nowhere. As 
soon as he saw them, he ran from the entrance of the tent out to where they were 
standing and greeted them warmly, instinctively bowing to the ground. 

Abraham: 3 My lord, if you would like to stay for a while, I beg you not to pass me by. I am 
your humble servant. 4 Let me send someone for water in order to wash your feet. Please 
go and sit down under that tree over there and rest. 5 Meanwhile, let me send for some 
bread so that you can nourish yourselves. After that I will not detain you further—you may 
be on your way—since you have come and honored your servant with your presence. 

Three Men: Please, go and do what you have suggested. 
6 In spite of the heat, Abraham hurried into his tent to Sarah. 

Abraham (to Sarah): Sarah, we have guests. Quickly prepare three measures of our best 
flour, knead it, and make cakes. 

7 Then Abraham ran to where his herds were pastured. He took a tender calf and gave it to 
one of his servants, who rushed off to prepare the choice meat. 8 When it was ready, 
Abraham took curds and milk, along with the meat, and he placed all of this lavish feast 
before his honored guests. He stood nearby under the tree while they ate to their fill. 

Three Men: 9 Where is Sarah, your wife? 

Abraham: She’s right in there . . . in the tent. 

One of the Men: 10 I will return here to you when life emerges from the womb of your wife, 
Sarah. She will give birth to a son. 

Now Sarah was behind her guests, listening to all of this from the entrance of the 
tent. 11 Abraham and Sarah were quite old at this time, well advanced in years, and Sarah had 
long ago gone through menopause. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying under her 
breath, “At my age—old and decrepit, as is my husband—both of us long past having any 
desire to engage in lovemaking?” 13 But the Eternal heard what Sarah said and addressed 
Abraham. 

Eternal One: Why does Sarah laugh and say to herself, “There’s no way I’m going to give birth 
at my age!” 14 Is anything too difficult for the Eternal One to accomplish? At a time that I 
will determine, I will return here to you when life emerges from her womb. I’m telling 
you, Sarah will give birth to a son. 
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15 Sarah was embarrassed and tried to deny laughing. She feared these were no ordinary 
guests. 

Sarah: I wasn’t laughing. 

Eternal One: That is not true, Sarah. You did laugh. 

[After 25 years had passed], the Eternal One kept His promise, 2 and Sarah conceived and 
gave birth to Abraham’s son (in their advanced age) exactly as the Eternal had 
indicated. 3 Abraham named his child, who was born to Sarah, Isaac; 4 and Abraham 
circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, just as God had told him to 
do. 5 Abraham was already one hundred years old when his son Isaac was born. 

Sarah: 6 God has graced me with the gift of laughter! To be sure, everyone who hears my 
story will laugh with me. 7 Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would one 
day nurse children? Yet I have given birth to his son at this late stage in his life! 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 

Anthem   Alleluia! Fairest Morning!   Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you today. Maintain 

this as meditative time. 
 

Alleluia! Fairest morning! Fairer than our words can say! 
Down we lay the heavy burden Of life’s toil and care today; 
While this morn’ of joy and love Brings fresh vigor from above. 
 

In the gladness of God’s worship We will seek our joy today; 
It is then we learn the fulness Of the grace for which we pray; 
When the word of life is given, Like the Saviour’s voice from heaven. 
 

Let the day with Thee be ended, As with Thee it has begun; 
And Thy blessing, Lord, be granted, Till earth’s days and weeks are done; 
That at last Thy servants may Keep eternal Sabbath day.  
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Companion Psalm (Read Responsively)            Psalm 126 (ESV, alt.) 
P: 1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 
C: we were like those who dream. 
P: 2Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
C: and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
P: then they said among the nations, 
C: “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
P: 3The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad. 
C: 4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like streams in the desert! 
P: 5Those who sow in tears 
C: shall reap with shouts of joy! 
P: 6Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, 
C: shall come home with shouts of joy, 
 bringing the harvest with them. 
 Alleluia. Amen. 
Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: Let us pray.  God of promise, Abraham scoffed and Sarah laughed when they were told 

of your plans for them and their family. Yet you remained faithful to your promise, 
and gave them a son, Isaac. Help us to trust in your promises for our lives, and to live 
according to your will. Through Jesus Christ, born in us by the Word and Spirt in our 
baptism, renew us, refresh us, and bring us to the land of Your everlasting promise. 

C: Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day  Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord  LSB 935 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926, Tune: Walter Greatorex, 1877–1949 

Text: © 1962, renewed 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

 

 Sermon  “Then Our Mouths Were Filled With Laughter” 
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Song of Praise                                Shout to the Lord 
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Confession of Faith (spoken in unison)     1 Corinthians 15:1-6a,20-22,58 (ESV)  
P: Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which 

you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if 
you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.  
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance:  

C:  that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then 
to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the 
same time. Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also 
through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  Amen. 

P: Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord 
is not in vain.  Amen. 

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are additional 
requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory (Based on Genesis 2 and Isaiah 11:2)                                           LSB 500 sts. 1, 3  
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)    
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Prayers 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite those who 
are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders 

distribute the wine—with individual cups or common 
cup.  The individual trays also contain alcohol-
removed wine in the center of each tray in the purple 
cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at 
your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as prayers to 

God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preface of the Lord’s Supper (based on 2 Samuel 5:1-5) 
P: The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P: When God made David to be King over Israel, the people came to him saying: 
C: “We are your very flesh and blood!” 
P: David was their true King, even as the Lord had said to him: 
C:  “You will shepherd my people Israel.” 
P: But now we have One who is even greater than David—Jesus,  
  and we come to Him saying: 
C: We are Your very flesh and blood! 
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P: Jesus is our true King, who lays down His life for His sheep, even as the Lord said to Him: 
C:  “You will shepherd My people.”  
P: Jesus shares in our flesh and blood, and by His death and resurrection,  
       through this holy meal, He gives us His body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. 
C: This bread and wine is Your very flesh and blood! 
 We are Your sheep, and You are the Good Shepherd King. Amen. 

Sanctus              LSB 637 sts. 1, 3 

 

 

 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
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1st Distribution Hymn    Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord     LSB 637 

 

 

 

 
 

2nd Distribution Hymn         Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus                       LSB 685 
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Post-Communion Prayer (based on Exodus 3:7-8)  
P: Let us pray. Father Most Holy, even as You saw Your people in slavery and in Egypt and 

rescued them by Your powerful hand, so You have surely seen our affliction in slavery 
to sin. You have heard our cries and know our sorrows. Your Son has come down to 
deliver us and to bring us up from the grave to life after death through His cross and 
resurrection. We rejoice to receive this Gospel through His body and blood. Guide us 
in our continued wandering until that day when You send Your Son to bring us all to 
Your promised land of the new life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
Benediction (Blessing) (based on Deuteronomy 6:4-8) 
P: Hear, O people of God. 
C: We hear! 
P: Declare the words of faith which God gave to your ancestors through Moses: 
C:   The LORD is our God,  
 the LORD is one! 
  We love the LORD our God with all our soul and all our heart and all our strength. 



16 

P: Keep these words in mind as you go from this place. Teach them to your children and 
speak of them as you sit in your house, as you walk along the road, as you lie down, 
and as you get up. May the Lord God keep these words of faith in your heart in the 
Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen. 
 The LORD is our God,  
 the LORD is one! 
  We love the LORD our God with all our soul and all our heart and all our strength. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn            Go, My Children, with My Blessing  LSB 922 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 


