
 
Christmas Eve, December 24, 2023 

 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

Pastor Ben Squires  
Cell phone:  224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org 

Cindy Daluga, Disciple Care Coordinator Ben Sanders, Mission Facilitator 
Cindy.daluga@bethelgurnee.org office@bethelgurnee.org 

Website:  www.BethelGurnee.org 
 



2 

THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE SERVICE 
Worship in a traditional order drawing words from Luke’s Gospel. 

Luke is the focus of Year C Gospel readings in the Lectionary.   
Anthem             Long, Long Ago    Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you 

today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

Winds throught he olive trees 
Softly did blow, 
‘Round little Bethlehem  
Long, long ago. 
 

Sheep on the hillside lay  
Whiter than snow; 
Shepherds were watching them  
Long, long ago. 
 

Then the happy sky, 
Angels bent low, 
Singing their songs of joy, 
Long, long ago. 
 

For in a manger bed, 
Cradled we know, 
Christ came to Bethlehem 
Long, long ago. 
Christ came to Bethlehem 
Long, long ago. 
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Opening Hymn     Once in Royal David’s City                    LSB 376 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–95, alt. Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–76 

Invocation (Based on Luke 2:14) 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Glory to God in the highest, 
C:  peace to all the Earth, 
P: and goodwill from God in heaven. 
C: Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution  
     (Based on the Song of Zechariah—Luke 1:68-79 (LSB 238), along with Luke 3:7-8,10; 15:21) 
P: John the Baptist was called the prophet of the Most High, 
  for He went before the Lord Jesus to prepare His way, 
  confronting the people and us with our sin, saying: 
  “Who warned you to escape from the angry judgment that is coming soon? 
    Produce fruit that shows you have repented. 
    Produce actions that show you have changed your hearts and lives.” 
  The crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 
  And we find ourselves asking this same question. 
C: Lord, we have sinned. What then shall we do? 
P: God calls on us to confess our sin and seek His forgiveness and mercy, 
  so that these words from the prodigal son in the parable of Jesus  
  become our own words of confession: 
C: Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you.  
 I am no longer worthy to be called your child. 
P: John the Baptist, the prophet, went before the Lord Jesus 
  to give His people knowledge of their salvation 
  by the forgiveness of their sin. 
  In the tender compassion of our God, 
  the dawn from on high shall break upon us 
  to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death 
  and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
C: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;  
 He has come to His people and redeemed them. 
 He has raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
 born of the house of His servant David. 
P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis  (based on Luke 2:14)        LSB 204 

 

 

 

 

Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: Let us pray.  O God, You have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the 

true Light—Jesus, the Christ, Messiah, Savior, our Lord: Grant that we, who have 
known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy Him perfectly in eternal life; 
in the Name of Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who with You and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 

C: Amen. 

 

 



6 

Anthem           Bethlehemtown     Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you 

today. Maintain this as meditative time. 
 

O who will direct me to Bethlehemtown? 
For brightness has hidden the way; 
And tinsel distractions have stolen from view 
the Infant asleep on the hay. 
 
O come and go with me to Bethlehemtown, 
And shielding our eyes from the flare, 
We’ll bow in a stable as starlight shines down, 
and quietly worship Him there 
O who will go with me to Bethlehemtown? 
For clamor has deafened the ear. 
The shouting of merchants has muffled the song 
of angel choirs hovering near. 
 
O come and go with me to Bethlehemtown, 
And shielding our ears form the blare, 
We’ll bow in a stable as singing floats down, 
and quietly worship Him there. 
 
O come, all you people, to Bethlehemtown, 
Leave all of the glitter behind. 
Leave diamonds and rubies and silver and gold, 
the richest of treasures to find. 
 
O come and go with me to Bethlehemtown, 
And shielding our hearts from the glare, 
We’ll bow in a stable where God has come down 
and quietly worship Him there. 
 
We’ll bow in a stable in Bethlehemtown 
and quietly worship Him there. 
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Versicles            Isaiah 9:2a; John 1:5; Isaiah 9:2b; John 1:14b; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:4 
P: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 
C: The light shines in the darkness,  
 but the darkness has not understood it. 
P: On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
C: We have seen His glory,  
 the glory of the one and only Son  
 who came from the Father. 
P: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
C: In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

Holy Gospel              Luke 2:1-20 (ESV) 
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 
the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he 
was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was 
with child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.  

7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for 
behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for 
you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 
 peace to all the Earth, and goodwill from God in heaven!” 

P: The song the angels sang has now become our song of praise to Jesus: 
C: Glory to God in the highest, 
 peace to all the Earth, 
 and goodwill from God in heaven! 
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15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been 
told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 
them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn of the Day            Go Tell It on the Mountain    LSB 388 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): John W. Work II, 1873–1925, alt. Text (ref) and tune: African American spiritual 

Children’s Message 

Sermon 
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Hymn of Response  Angels We Have Heard On High   LSB 368 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt. Text and tune: French 

 

Confession of Faith from Luke 24:26-27,32; 4:21; 24:44–49 
We confess that Jesus interpreted for us the things written about Himself in all the 
Scriptures, starting with Moses and going through all the Prophets, so that our hearts burn 
within us when He opens the Scriptures to us by His Holy Spirit to reveal His grace and 
mercy. ——As Jesus declared, “Today these words have been fulfilled in your hearing.”——
He has opened our minds to understand the Scriptures, and shown us, “Thus it is written, 
that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance 
and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending the promise of my 
Father upon you—the Holy Spirit.” Amen. 
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Offering & Carols 

What Child Is This         LSB 370 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98 Tune: English, 16th cent. 
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O Come, All Ye Faithful        LSB 379 sts. 1, ref, 2 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt. Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786 
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Prayers of the Church 
P:   Almighty God, in the person of Your Son Jesus Christ, You reveal Your strength before the 

eyes of all nations. Grant that we may break forth in joyous song as we thank You for our 
redemption from sin, death, and the devil's power that has come down from heaven.  
Jesus Christ--the one and only Light--has come into the world; 

C:   Oh come, let us worship Him. 
P:   Eternal God, in the mystery of Your holy incarnation and blessed nativity You took upon 

our human flesh. It is in the very flesh of Jesus that we behold Your glory, receive grace 
and understand Your truth. Increase our faith that we may be bold witnesses concerning 
the complete revelation of Your Word. Jesus Christ--the one and only Light--has come into 
the world; 

C:   Oh come, let us worship Him. 
P:   With the shepherds, O Lord, we marvel at the miracle of Your nativity. Magnify the power 

of the Gospel in the hearts of Your faithful people so that, without reservation, we would 
spread the good news of salvation revealed to us through the Word made flesh. Jesus 
Christ--the one and only Light--has come into the world; 

C:   Oh come, let us worship Him. 
P:   O Lord, in humility, You who were rich became poor to redeem us from sin’s curse. 

Comfort those who face economic challenges granting them courage to endure hardship; 
help us to know how to lovingly support and encourage them to look in trust to You. Jesus 
Christ--the one and only Light--has come into the world; 

C:   Oh come, let us worship Him. 
P:   Almighty God, grant Your blessing to those in need.  Banish their sadness, anxiety, and 

sorrow with the certainty of forgiveness and life everlasting. Cheer their weary spirits by 
Your gracious visitation. Keep us ever mindful that Your only begotten Son bears our 
burdens and grief.  Jesus Christ--the one and only Light--has come into the world;   

C:   Oh come, let us worship Him. 
P:   Through the gracious works of our Prince of Peace, graciously receive our prayers, deliver 

and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor, and worship, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C:  Amen.  
The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Video Meditation: 
“A Christmas Hallelujah” by Cloverton  
(original song written by Leonard Cohen) 
 

I've heard about this baby boy 
Who’s come to earth to bring us joy 
And I just want to sing this song to you 
It goes like this, the fourth, the fifth 
The minor fall, the major lift 
With every breath I’m singing Hallelujah 
Hallelujah 
 
A couple came to Bethlehem 
Expecting child, they searched the inn 
To find a place for You were coming soon 
There was no room for them to stay 
So in a manger filled with hay 
God’s only Son was born, oh Hallelujah 
Hallelujah 
 

The shepherds left their flocks by night 
To see this baby wrapped in light 
A host of angels led them all to You 
It was just as the angels said 
You’ll find Him in a manger bed 
Immanuel and Savior, Hallelujah 
Hallelujah 
 

A star shown bright up in the east 
To Bethlehem, the wisemen three 
Came many miles and journeyed long for You 
And to the place at which You were 
Their frankincense and gold and myrrh 
They gave to You and cried out Hallelujah 
Hallelujah 
 
I know You came to rescue me 
This baby boy would grow to be 
A man and one day die for me and you 
My sins would drive the nails in You 
That rugged cross was my cross, too 
Still every breath You drew was Hallelujah 
Hallelujah 



 

 

Lighting of the Candles   (The Pastor lights the candles of the people at the center aisle who 
will pass the flame to the others in the row.  Please turn the unlit candle sideways to receive the light; do 
not turn lit candles on their side.  When all have received the light, the service continues with the liturgy.) 
P: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,  
C:   the light no darkness can overcome. 
P:  Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,  
C:   and the day is almost over. 
P:  Let Your light scatter the darkness  
C:   and illumine Your Church. 

Closing Hymn               Silent Night, Holy Night                     LSB 363, sts. 1-2 
1 Silent night, holy night!  

All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

2 Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Benediction                           based on Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 

P: To you a child is born, to you a son is given; 
  and the government is upon his shoulder. 
  And his name is called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
  Sing to the Lord a new song, 
  for he has done marvelous things for you, 
  in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.   C: Amen. 

Silent Night, Holy Night                 LSB 363, st. 3 

3 Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
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Thank You for Beautifying our Worship Areas with Poinsettias 

Norm Balliet – To the glory of God; 

Sheila Bunnell – (2 plants) In memory of Helen & Richard Tone; 

Wayne & Kathy Henkel – In memory of Mavis Henkel; 

Jim Franz – (3 plants) In memory of his mother, father, brother, sister and grandmother; 

Chris Mason – (2 plants) In memory of Noreen Hyde, Helen & Earl Mason and 
Christine & Roy Roberts; 

Midge & Bill Ratzburg – (2 plants) To the glory of God; 
Ted & Marlene Witt – To the glory of God; 

Paul & Linda Groh - (2 plants) To the glory of God; 

John & Karen Kozlik – (2 plants) To the glory of God; 

The Sanders Family - To the glory of God;  

The Rayos Family  – In memory of Grace Moreland; 

Holly Traynor - (4 plants) In memory of Sun Traynor, Muriel Adams and to the glory of 
God; 

Victor Sundararaj – (2 plants) In memory of his father; 

The Kazarian/Rasmussen/Souza Families  – (4 plants) In memory of Grace Gibson, 
Art & Evelyn Rasmussen, Bill & Alice Souza, Mark Souza and Pat Souza-Rasmussen; 

Elizabeth Blasko – In memory of Michael Yarusinsky; 

Joan Blasko – (2 plants) In memory of parents & grandparents and to the glory of God; 

The Squires Family - (2 plants) In memory of Pastor’s grandparents Palmer & Mary; 

The Kailer Family – (2 plants) In memory of Betty & Henry Schramm; 

David & Cheryl Ross – (4 plants) In memory of Gordon & Carol Gillings and George & 
Jean Ross; 

Dawn Werfelmann – (2 plants) To the glory of God. 

Your Poinsettia’s will be available for pickup after the Christmas day worship service or 
arrange to pick them up with the church office the following week. Contact the church 
office at 847-244-9647 with any questions.  



 

16 

 


