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Christmas Refrains Liturgy 

Call to Worship           Psalm 51:15, liturgical text 
P:  O Lord, open my lips, 
C:  and my mouth shall declare Your praise. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. Alleluia, alleluia! 
P: Give glory to God, our light and our life. 
C: Oh, come, let us worship Him.  
 

Opening Hymn  A Great and Mighty Wonder      LSB 383, sts. 1-2 

 

 

 

 

Introit  (Entrance Verses)      Psalm 98:1–4; antiphons (repeated verses): Psalm 98:1 & Isaiah 9:6 
P: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;   
  and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called  
  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
C: Oh sing to the LORD a new song,  for he has done marvelous things! 
 Oh, sing a new song! 
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P: His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
 The LORD has made known his salvation;   
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.   
 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

C: Oh sing to the LORD a new song,  for he has done marvelous things! 
 Oh, sing a new song! 
 
Opening Hymn (continued)  A Great and Mighty Wonder      LSB 383, sts. 1-2 

 

 

 

 

Introit (continued) 
P: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
  Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
  break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
  and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
  and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
  Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
C: Oh sing to the LORD a new song: 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 Oh, sing a new song! 
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P:  The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P:  Let us pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the 

incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that 
we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 

Confession of Sins 
P: Jesus has indeed come to restore us from our sinful condition.  So on this morning as we 

praise the Father for sending His Son, we are bold and confident to approach the 
Lord, admitting our sin, and clinging to His forgiveness…. Almighty God, our maker 
and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.  
Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your 
grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy 
upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase 
in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end 
that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Absolution (Forgiveness) 
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.     C:   Amen. 

Gospel Reading             Mark 6:1-6 (ESV) 
1[Jesus then] came to his hometown [of Nazareth], and his disciples followed him. 2And 

on the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were 
astonished, saying, “Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to him? 
How are such mighty works done by his hands? 3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary 
and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?” 
And they took offense at him.  

4And Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and 
among his relatives and in his own household.” 5And he could do no mighty work there, 
except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. 6And he marveled 
because of their unbelief. And he went about among the villages teaching.    

(Response next page) 
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Hymn of the Day   Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                                                       LSB 393 

 

 

 

 

Versicles           Isaiah 9:2a; John 1:15; Isaiah 9:2b; John 1:14b, Isaiah 9:6; John 1:14 
P: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 
C: The light shines in the darkness,  but the darkness has not understood it. 
P: On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
C: We have seen His glory,  the glory of the one and only Son  
 who came from the Father. 
P: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
C: In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 



6 

Sermon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering 
 

Offertory    Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn     LSB 391 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

Praying Over the New Year 
**The congregation will share in reading aloud these prayers for 2024.** 
**If you are willing, please read aloud the next prayer.** 
 

 As the dawn breaks on a new year, let us give thanks for all we hold dear: our health, our 
family and our friends. 
 

 O God, your days are without beginning and without end. We dedicate this coming year 
to you. 
 

 Our Father and our God, as we stand at the beginning of this new year we confess our 
need of Your presence and Your guidance as we face the future. 
 

 Come, Holy Spirit, Spirit of the Risen Christ, be with us today and always. 
 

 Be our Light, our Guide, and our Comforter.  
 

 Be our Strength, our Courage, and our Sanctifier. 
 

 May this new year be a time of deep spiritual growth for us, 
 

 A time of welcoming your graces and gifts, 
 

 A time for forgiving freely and unconditionally, 
 

 A time for growing in Your ways and growing as disciples. 
 

 Come, Holy Spirit, Be with us today and always. 
 

 O Lord, you have mercy on all. Take away our sins, and mercifully kindle in us 
the fire of your Holy Spirit. 
 

 Take away our hearts of stone and give us hearts of flesh, hearts to love and adore you, 
hearts to delight in you, to follow and to enjoy you. 
 

 Give us such prosperity as you know is good for us, and make us abound in doing 
whatever is pleasing to you 
 

 Empower us to release our grudges, our anger and our pains, for these are nothing but 
binding chains. And thank You, Jesus, that you have freed us from chains. 
 

 Hear the prayers of your Church, that we may joyfully serve you here, and see your 
glorious presence in all its joy in the life to come; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

ALL: Amen. 
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Confession of Faith                          Nicene Creed  
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 
and invisible.—And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for 
our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried. And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.—And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord 
and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy 
Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite those who 
are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders distribute 

the wine—with individual cups or common cup.  The 
individual trays also contain alcohol-removed wine in 
the center of each tray in the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may remain 
at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as prayers to 

God, and maintain this as meditative time. 
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Preface Verses      Let All Together Praise Our God         LSB 389 sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 
© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C: And also with you.  
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 

 

 
Acknowledgments 

This liturgy arranged and written by the Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Squires. 
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
Scripture quotations in the liturgy are from  

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,  
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  



10 

First Distribution Hymn  O Sing of Christ          LSB 362 (altered rhythm) 
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Second Distribution Hymn      Gentle Mary Laid Her Child                          LSB 374 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859–1933 Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald 

 

Common Dismissal 
P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….          
C:   Amen. 

Prayer of Thanks 

P: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon 
and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to 
rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve 
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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Benediction 

 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    

C: Amen. 
Closing Hymn              Angels We Have Heard on High   LSB 368 sts. 1, ref, 3 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Announcements 


