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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
 DON HEIDLAUF IN CELEBRATION OF JOANNE’S BIRTHDAY 

THE GOSPEL OF ST. MARK SERVICE 
Worship in a traditional order drawing words from Mark’s Gospel. 

Mark is the focus of Year 2 in the Narrative Lectionary.   

Opening Refrains  The Star Proclaims the King Is Here       LSB 399 sts. 1–2, 5 

 

 

 

Invocation  
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. Alleluia.  
P: Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?                 Matthew 2:2b 
C: For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him. Alleluia. 
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Holy Gospel for the Epiphany                       Matthew 2:1–12 (ESV) 
1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of 
the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod 
the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the 
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 
5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:  6“‘And you, O 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from 
you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the 
star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for 
the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship 
him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had 
seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 
10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the 
house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. 
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
12And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country 
by another way.    
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:   Thanks be to God. 

Versicles                             Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 
P: Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol him, all peoples! 
C: For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 
P: Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
  bring an offering, and come into his courts! 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day for Epiphany) 
P:  The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P:  Let us pray.  O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to 

the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your 
divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 
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Introit Refrains (Entrance Verses)  Songs of Thankfulness and Praise   LSB 394 sts. 1, 5 

 

 

 

 

Verses for the Baptism of Jesus (Based on Mark 1:1-8) 
P: John the Baptist appeared, baptizing people in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism 

of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  
C: God had announced this through the prophet Isaiah: 
P: “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, 
  the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” 
C: And all the people were going out to be baptized by John in the Jordan River. 
 They were confessing their sins. 
P: And John said, “I have baptized you with water,  
  but the One who comes after me will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
C: This is Jesus, the Son of God, our Lord, the Christ, the Messiah. 
P: Rejoice in your baptisms in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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Today’s Narrative Lectionary Reading (Baptism of Our Lord)   Mark 1:1-11 (ESV) 
 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening 
and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my 
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

Collect (Prayer of the Day for the Baptism of Jesus) 
P: Let us pray.  Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You 

proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all 
who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors 
with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
Hymn for the Baptism of Jesus    To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord     LSB 405 sts. 1–2, 5 
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The Rest of Today’s Narrative Lectionary Reading              Mark 1:12-20 (ESV) 
 12[After Jesus was baptized,] the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 
13And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild 
animals, and the angels were ministering to him. 
 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 
15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in 
the gospel.” 
 16Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon 
casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, 
and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18And immediately they left their nets and 
followed him. 19And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his 
brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20And immediately he called them, and 
they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him. 

Confession of Sins (Mark 1:15,2:17,7:14-23) 
P: Jesus began His ministry, preaching and saying,  
  “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand;  
C: repent and believe in the gospel.” 
P: When Jesus knew that some thought they were already righteous, without sin, He said 

to them “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  
C: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
P: [Jesus] called the people to Him and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and understand.” 

And He calls us now, “Hear me, all of you, and understand.” 
C: We have come to hear and repent.    
P: Jesus says, “There is nothing outside a person that by going into him can defile him, but 

the things that come out of a person are what defile him. For from within, out of the 
heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, 
wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All these evil things 
come from within, and they defile a person.” 

C: We repent and believe in the Gospel of Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Absolution (Forgiveness)  (Mark 2:5,10, 5:34; 10:52) 
P: And when Jesus saw the faith of the paralytic brought for healing by his friends, 
  He said, “My son, your sins are forgiven.” 
C: Because Jesus has authority on earth to forgive sins! 
P: And Jesus said to the woman who reached out to touch Him for healing, 
  “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.” 
  And Jesus said to the man born blind but had now received sight,  
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  “Go your way; your faith has made you well.”  
  Therefore, in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I say to you: “Your 

sins are forgiven, your faith has made you well.” I forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

Response of Praise  O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright              LSB 395 sts. 1, 4 
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Confession of Faith from Mark 8:27-30, 9:31,10:33-34,12:10-11,16:6-7 
P: When Jesus asked His disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” Peter answered:  
C:  “You are the Christ.”  
P: meaning the Messiah, the Anointed One, coming to save God’s people. 
C: Did Jesus come with His glory and power? 
P: No, not during His first coming. He told the disciples many times how the Lord’s salvation 

would be accomplished: “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of 
men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 

 And again: “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered 
over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and 
deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34And they will mock him and spit on him, and flog 
him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.” 

 This fulfills Psalm 118 which says: 
C: “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 
 this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.” 
P: So we believe in the death and resurrection of Jesus just as He told us and as the angel 

declared to the women when they went early to the tomb on Easter: “Do not be 
alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. 
See the place where they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going 
before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” 

C: This is our Resurrection hope. 
 Jesus has told us that He will return again  
 to take us to be with Him forever. 
 We will see Him, just as He told us. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day    Jesus, Once With Sinners Numbered  LSB 404, tune: 409 

  

Sermon     
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Offering Preface (based on Mark 10:42-45,12:41–44) 
P: Come, now, and offer your lives in service to the Lord. Jesus said, “You know that those 

who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones 
exercise authority over them.”  

C: But it shall not be this way among us!  
 Whoever would be great among us must be a servant to others,  
 and whoever would be first among us must be servant of all.  
 For even Jesus did not come to be served but to serve, 
P: and to give his life as a ransom for many. 
  When you come to bring financial offerings to the ministry of the Lord, remember 

what the Lord Jesus taught while watching the poor widow come to the Temple with 
her offering. She came and put in two small copper coins, which adds up to a penny.  

C: Jesus said this widow put in more offering than all the others. 
P: The others gave out of their abundance, their extra wealth, 
C: But out of her poverty,  
 the widow put in everything she had,  
 all she had to live on. 
P: Come, give to the Lord from your heart and as a servant. Amen. 

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are additional 
requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory (Based on Mark 10:42-45)   LSB 857 sts. 1, 4 
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)     
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Prayers 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite those who 
are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders distribute the wine—with individual cups or 

common cup.  The individual trays also contain alcohol-removed wine in the center of each 
tray in the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the communion rail, row by row, starting 
with the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in starting with the outside wall towards 
the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at 
your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as prayers to 

God, and maintain this as meditative time. 
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Preface of the Lord’s Supper (based on Mark 12:28-34,14:34-36,41–42,61–62,15:39) 
P: The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P: The Lord is God, the Lord is One,  
C: and there is no other god besides Him.  
P: May we love Him with all our heart  
C: and with all our soul and with all our strength. 
P: This is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. 
C: Truly in Jesus He has brought us close to the kingdom of God. 
P: Jesus prayed in great sorrow: “Abba, Father, remove this cup of suffering from Me. But 

not what I will, but what You will.” 
C: Jesus, the Son of Man, was betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
P: On trial, the high priest asked Jesus, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” 
C: And Jesus said, “I AM.” 
P: And when He had been crucified and died, a centurion there at the cross said: 
C: “Truly, this man was the Son of God!” 

Proper Preface for Mark                        LSB “Apostles and Evangelists” 
P: We pray: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; for You have mightily governed and 
protected Your holy Church, in which the blessed apostles and evangelists proclaimed Your 
divine and saving Gospel. Therefore with patriarchs and prophets, apostles and evangelists, 
with Your servant Mark, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus (inspired by Mark 14:34-36)                                    LSB 981 sts. 1–2 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving          LSB “Apostles and Evangelists” 
P: You once proclaimed Your saving promise through the prophets of Israel, and by the 

apostles and evangelists You published the good news of Your saving promise fulfilled in 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Grant that we, being instructed in the doctrine 
of the blessed apostles and evangelists, may faithfully eat His body and drink His blood 
and declare His salvation to all the world. 

C: Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution as in the Gospel of Mark (14:22–25) 
P: 22And as [Jesus and His disciples] were eating, [Jesus] took bread, and after blessing it 

broke it and gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 23And he took a cup, and 
when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank of it. 24And he said to 
them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. 25Truly, I say to 
you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in 
the kingdom of God.” 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     
C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
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First Distribution Song  Shine Jesus Shine
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Second Distribution Song  Sons of God 
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Post-Communion Prayer (Based on Mark 13:24–27)  
P: Lord Jesus, You have told us that in the last days, after tribulation, the sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers 
in the heavens will be shaken. But we take hope from Your Gospel, confirmed to us in Your 
body and blood given to us, that we will see You, the Son of Man, coming in clouds with great 
power and glory. And You will send out the angels and gather us, Your elect, from the four 
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven, to be with You for eternity.  C: Amen. 

Benediction (Blessing) (Based on Mark 5:34; 10:52) 
P: As you have already heard this day, the words of Jesus which He spoke to others while 

here on Earth, these are words which He speaks to you as well today: 
  “My children, your sins are forgiven.”  
  “Go your way; your faith has made you well.”  
  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.     C: Amen. 
Closing Verse     O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright             LSB 395, st. 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 


