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The Lord Hides & The Lord Remembers: 
Zephaniah & Zechariah 
 

Week #4 
 
 

 

Review: Zephaniah 3:14-20 – Joy to Jerusalem 
 
1. Where do we hear these words for an annual celebration of the Church? 

 
 

2. What does Zephaniah’s name mean? 

 
 
 

Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel Murals 
Text and photo from Web Gallery of Art (www.wga.hu) 

 

On entering the Chapel (generally 

through the east door, for contrary 

to prevalent custom the altar with 

the 'Last Judgement' occupies the 

west wall), one can see the Prophet 

Zechariah enthroned above. In 

ecclesiastical tradition Zechariah is 

young, but Michelangelo painted 

him as a man hoary with age, with a 

long beard and an ample green 

cloak, perhaps indicative of the 

unfathomable depth of his 

prophecies. This may be the earliest 

figure; it is extremely powerful but 

still somewhat clumsy, hardly 

suggesting a being who has received 

illumination. The old man is reading 

from his book, perhaps reciting the 

passages on the reconstruction of the 

temple, which he advocated.   

 

Some scholars thought that Julius II 

and his counselors took it as a 



Zephaniah-Zechariah #4 –— p. 2 

reference to the rebuilding of Saint Peter's. Zechariah prophesied the coming of a king riding into 

Jerusalem on a donkey, that is, Palm Sunday; and the Descent of the Holy Ghost, the Pentecost - 

both of which played a prominent part in the Church ritual of the Vatican. Twin genii peer over 

the shoulder of the Prophet with the book (often used to show mind of the subject).  
 

3. What does Michelangelo’s portrayal of Zechariah tell you about the prophet? 

 
 

4. How does this portrayal match what we learn right away from Zechariah’s name which 

means literally in Hebrew – “Yahweh remembers”? 
 

 

5. What do we know about Zechariah from the book itself?   
1:1 

 

7:1 
 

6. When and where did Zechariah preach? 

 
 

7. This takes places after Babylonian exile: 

 
Southern Kingdom (Judah) taken into exile in _____________ B.C. 

 

8. What other prophets were preaching during this same time?  

 

 

History

Divided Kingdom

Jonah (785-775 BC)

Amos (760-750 BC)

Israel (North) falls to 

Assyrians (722 BC). Hosea (750-715 BC) Micah (750-686 BC) Isaiah (740-681 BC)

Joel (around 700 BC)

Nahum (663-612 BC)

Jeremiah (640-587 BC) Zephaniah (640-627 BC)

Habakkuk (608-597 BC)

Ezekiel (593-571 BC)

Judah (South) is taken into 

exile by the                           

Babylonians (587 BC). Lamentations (587 BC)

God’s people are in exile 

(587-537 BC) Daniel (587-537 BC)

Obadiah (585-555 BC)

Return to Judah Haggai (520 BC) Zechariah (520-480 BC)

Malachi (440-430 BC)

Major & Minor Prophets



Zephaniah-Zechariah #4 –— p. 3 

Dates for Zechariah 
 

9. What do we know about what was happening at the time of Zechariah?   

 
Ezra 5:1-2 

 

 
Ezra 6:13-15 

 

 
 

10. Because of the specifics in Zechariah and with the help of other biblical sources,  

we can pretty accurately date the prophecies in Zechariah. 
 

Beginning of Zechariah’s preaching  1:1-6   Oct/Nov 520 B.C. 

Zechariah’s eight night visions   1:7-6:8  Feb. 15, 519 

Vision: Joshua crowned    6:9-15  Feb. 16(?), 519 

Repentance urged, blessings promised chs. 7-8  Dec. 7, 518 

Dedication of the temple    Ezra 6:15-18  Mar. 12, 516 

Zechariah’s final prophecy   chs. 9-14  After 480 (?) 

 

 
 

1:1-6 – Introduction: The Covenant Still Stands  
divisions and titles taken from Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi  (Intervarsity Press) by Joyce G. Baldwin (1972) 
 

11. “The word of YAHWEH came….”   
Which other prophets begin with the same announcement?  

 
 
 
 
12. What credentials does Zechariah offer to his listeners?   

How did they know whether God had sent him? 
 
 
 
 
13. God tells Zechariah right away why He is sending another prophet to the people.  

What is the reason? 1:2 
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14. How would you answer someone who says, 

“God getting angry?  That’s not my idea of a loving God”? 
 
 
 
15. Verse 3 is a summary of Zechariah’s entire message.   

How would you put this in your own words? 
 
 
 
 
 
16. Verse 3 isn’t a brand new message.  See Joel 2:12-14.   

How do they compare? (How long ago had Joel preached his message?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17. “To whom the former prophets cried out….” 

Who were the prophets who preached the message quoted by God in verse 4?  

Jeremiah 18:11 
 

Ezekiel 33:11 
 

Deuteronomy 31:24-29 
 
 
 
18. Who has preached this message to you in your life?   

 
Were there times when you ignored it? 

 
 

Continued: The Covenant Still Stands  
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19. How does God show His authority in verses 5-6? 
 
 
20.  What did the forefathers finally realize? 1:6 

 
 
 

How is this more than just saying, “I’m sorry”? 
 
 
 

How could you have a similar reaction to God? 
 
 
 

How does is this reaction a fulfillment of God’s message  
(“return to Me, and I will return to you”)? 

 
 
 

Review 
 

21. Who are today’s prophets, ready to point out our sins? 
 
 

22. How is this prophecy fulfilled in individual lives today? 
 

How is God using you to make that happen? 
 
 
23. Now that you’ve studied chapter 1,  

what do you think of Michelangelo’s portrayal of Zechariah on the mural? 
 
 
 
24. Does Zechariah’s name take on a more significant meaning now? 
 
 
 


