2nd Sunday after Pentecost
Thursday, May 26, and Sunday, May 29, 2016

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647
Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org
Website: www.BethelGurnee.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist
WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has
blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear
God’s word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This
card will help us connect with you.
HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven,
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.
NURSERY
We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is
down the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth
room at the far end of the gym.
SERVING TODAY

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
Paul and Kathy DeLassus in celebration of their 45th wedding anniversary.
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GENEROSITY SERVICE
A service celebrating God’s generosity to us—especially in His generous salvation offered as a
gift to us in Jesus Christ. May that generosity transform us.

Opening Hymn

Glory Be to God the Father

Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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LSB 506

Generosity Praises
based on 1 Cor. 2:12; 2 Cor. 9:11; Prov. 11:25; Rom. 12:6,8; James 1:17
P: We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God,
C: that we may understand what God has freely given us.
P: You will be made rich in every way
C: so that you can be generous on every occasion.
P: A generous person will prosper;
C: The one who refreshes others will also be refreshed.
P: We have different gifts, according to the grace,
the gift of God, given to us. If it is encouraging,
C: let him encourage;
P: if it is contributing to the needs of others,
C: let him give generously;
P: if it is leadership,
C: let him lead diligently;
P: if it is showing mercy, C: let him do it cheerfully.
P: Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
C: coming down from the Father of lights. Amen.
Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness)
based on Titus 3:3-7
P: Confess—admit your sin before the Lord and before one another.
C: In our sinful condition, we were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all
kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and
hating one another.
P: But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,
C: He saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done,
P: but because of his mercy.
C: He saved us through the washing of rebirth—
P: Your baptism into the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C: He saved us through the renewal by the Holy Spirit—
P: The Spirit He poured out on you generously through Jesus Christ our Savior,
C: So that, now we are made right in God’s eyes,
P: You are justified by his grace, a free gift to you through God’s generosity. You are
forgiven, made right, justified in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen! Now we inherit all the riches of the kingdom of God as His children.
P: You inherit the gift of the hope of eternal life through Jesus Christ.
C: Thanks be to God! Amen.
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Hymn of Praise

Christ the Eternal Lord

LSB 829, st. 1

© 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Holy Gospel
Luke 11:37–54 (ESV)
th
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 11 chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
37While Jesus was speaking, a Pharisee asked him to dine with him, so he went in
and reclined at table. 38The Pharisee was astonished to see that he did not first wash
before dinner. 39And the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees cleanse the outside of
the cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40You fools!
Did not he who made the outside make the inside also? 41But give as alms those
things that are within, and behold, everything is clean for you.
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42“But

woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and
neglect justice and the love of God. These you ought to have done, without
neglecting the others. 43Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best seat in the
synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces. 44Woe to you! For you are like
unmarked graves, and people walk over them without knowing it.”
45One of the lawyers answered him, “Teacher, in saying these things you insult us
also.” 46And he said, “Woe to you lawyers also! For you load people with burdens
hard to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers.
47Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets whom your fathers killed. 48So
you are witnesses and you consent to the deeds of your fathers, for they killed them,
and you build their tombs. 49Therefore also the Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send them
prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and persecute,’ 50so that the
blood of all the prophets, shed from the foundation of the world, may be charged
against this generation, 51from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who
perished between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it will be required of this
generation. 52Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge.
You did not enter yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering.”
53As he went away from there, the scribes and the Pharisees began to press him
hard and to provoke him to speak about many things, 54lying in wait for him, to catch
him in something he might say.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Todays’s Focus—Paul’s Letter to the Galatians
Galatians 1:1–12(ESV)
1[A letter from] Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but through
Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead— 2and all the
brothers who are with me,
[Sent] to the churches of Galatia:
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4who
gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will
of our God and Father, 5to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
6I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace
of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7not that there is another one, but
there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8But even if
we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we
preached to you, let him be accursed. 9As we have said before, so now I say again: If
anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be
accursed.
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10For

am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please
man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ. 11For I
would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not
man’s gospel. 12For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I
received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.
L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
Epistle (New Testament Letter)
Hebrews 10:32–39 (ESV)
32But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a
hard struggle with sufferings, 33sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and
affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated. 34For you had
compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your
property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding
one. 35Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36For
you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may
receive what is promised. 37For,
“Yet a little while, and the coming one will come and will not delay;
38but my righteous one shall live by faith,
and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him.”
39But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who
have faith and preserve their souls.
L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Lord God of truth, You converted the apostle Paul from persecutor
of the Church to courageous preacher of the true Gospel. May we know this
true Gospel: Jesus Christ gave Himself for our sins to deliver us from the
present evil age. Deliver us from all false gospels, so that we remain faithful to
Christ alone, whose death and resurrection are the source of our salvation;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
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Hymn of the Day

Lord,

I

Lord, 'Tis Not That I Did Choose Thee

did not choose Thee as

LSB 573, alt.

mine;

(Thursday) Gathering moves inside to Sanctuary
Sermon

“Another Gospel? There is No Other Gospel” Galatians 1:1-12
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Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offertory

Take My Life and Let it Be

LSB 783 sts. 1, 4, 6

(Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)

6

Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.

Offering Prayer
based on King David’s prayer in 1 Chronicles 29:10-14
P: Praise be to you, O Lord, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.
C: Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power
and the glory and the majesty and the splendor,
for everything in heaven and earth is yours.
P: Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.
C: Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things.
P: In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.
C: Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name.
P: But who are we that we should be able to give as generously as this?
C: Everything comes from you,
and we have given you only what comes from your hand. Amen.
Prayers
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The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed
are invited to receive Communion with us
if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,
and the wine is the blood of Christ,
truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk. We invite
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a
blessing from the Lord.

Communion Distribution
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the
Elders distribute the wine—with
individual cups or common cup. The
individual trays also contain alcoholremoved wine in the center of each tray
in the purple cups.
 Each side will be ushered from the center
aisle to the communion rail, row by row,
starting with the front.
 Go to the rail on your side of the
sanctuary, filling in starting with the
outside wall towards the center.
 Once you have received the elements,
you may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.
 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.
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Preparation for the Lord’s Supper & Lord’s Prayer
LSB 290, 203, & others
P: I will go to the altar of God,
C: to God, my exceeding joy.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth.
P: Since we are gathered to receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in
the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and that we
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, and in His
incredible generosity shown to us in the death of His only Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. In perfect love for us Jesus Christ our God and Lord became
incarnate, died, and rose for our sake. He bestows the benefits of His
redeeming work on us as He places His body and blood into our mouths in the
Sacrament of the Altar. As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we
proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P: We pray: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for
the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)
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First Distribution Hymn

My Faith Looks Up to Thee
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LSB 702

Second Distribution Hymn

God Loved the World So That He Gave

5 If you are sick, if death is near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

6
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Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessèd Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!

LSB 571

Common Dismissal
P: Now may this true body and blood. . .and give you peace.
C: Amen.
Generosity Praises
based on Psalm 106:1-5,47-48
P: Who can proclaim the mighty acts of the Lord or fully declare his praise?
C: Remember us, O Lord, when you show favor to your people,
come to our aid when you save them,
P: that we may enjoy the prosperity of your chosen ones,
that we may share in the joy of your nation
C: So we may join your inheritance in giving praise.
P: Save us, O Lord our God,
C: and gather us from the nations,
P: So that we may give thanks to your holy name and glory in your praise.
C: Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.
P: Let all the people say, “Amen! Praise the Lord.”
C: Amen! Praise the Lord.
Benediction
P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve you.
C: Amen.
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Closing Hymn

5

Thy Strong Word

Give us lips to sing Thy glory,
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us,
Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias,
Alleluias without end!
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God the Father, light-creator,
To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten,
Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
Praise the holy Trinity!

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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LSB 578 sts. 1, 3, 5–6

Announcements

Vacation Bible School

June 13 – 17 ~ 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Volunteers Still Needed!
Online registration for participants and volunteers
ends May 31!
Visit www.bethelgurnee.org/vbs to register.
Volunteer Training Night ~ Wednesday, June 1 ~ 6:00—8:00 p.m.
Contact Sara or Shannon
at vbs@bethelgurnee.org with questions.
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