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Summer 2016 Sermon Series 

 
 

Care in 
Community 
provide for people’s physical 
and emotional needs through 
direct action; work in 
cooperation with other 
churches, missions, and 
agencies; build a network that 
will provide resources for 
people; direct assistance and 
build a supportive relationship, 
not just short-term help. 

 

Thursday, July 21, and Sunday, July 24, 2016 

 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

 

Pastor Ben Squires  
Cell phone:  224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org 

 

Website:  www.BethelGurnee.org 
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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Thursdays 6:30 p.m. & Sundays 9:00 a.m.  

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month  
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist 
  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you 
as he has blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people find the right place 
for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission.  We’d love to support you in that 
spiritual journey.  Please take a moment to complete an attendance card and place it in 
the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This card will help us connect with you. 

NURSERY   
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, the 
nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the gym, the 
nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym. 
 

 

SERVING TODAY  

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
Al Diercks in memory of son, Todd, and 

Jeff and Mary Kay Ams in celebration of their 26th wedding anniversary. 
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PSALM SERVICE 
This service uses portions of the Psalms as the parts of the liturgy.   

The Psalms are the hymnbook of the Bible and help us form our worship today. 
 

 

Opening Hymn   Christ, Our Human Likeness Sharing    LSB 847, tune: 417            
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Invocation and Call to Worship  (Based on Psalm 92) 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
P: O Lord, it does us good to give you thanks, 
C: to fill our lungs with the name of the Most High, 
P:  To start the morning off with good news of your love, 
C: and to close the day with thanks for your faithfulness, 
P:  You made us find joy in what you have done, O LORD. 
C: We will sing joyfully about the works of your hands. 
P:  How spectacular are your works, O LORD! 
C: How very deep are your thoughts!     

Confession and Absolution  (Based on Isaiah 55 and Psalm 130) 

P: The Lord’s thoughts are not your thoughts, 
  neither are your ways the Lord’s ways.  
  Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
      call upon him while he is near; 
  let the sinners abandon their ways, 
      and the unrighteous turn away from their thoughts; 
  Return to the Lord, for he will have compassion on you, 
      Return to our God, for he will forgive generously. 
C: Yes, let us return to the Lord and confess our sin.  
P: Out of the pit we call you, Lord;   
C:   please, Lord, hear us; 
P:  Though our voices are faint let them reach your ears 
C: and touch your heart of mercy. 
P:  Lord, if you keep a tally of all our sins, 
C: then who could survive? 
P:  But Lord, you have the power to forgive; 
C: So we worship and honor you.   
P:  His word is our only hope; 
C: We wait on the Lord, we wait in our souls, 
 P:  eager as any watchman waits for the morning. 

 

 (Silence for reflection on personal sins and need for forgiveness). 



5 

 

P:  You wait for the Lord, because his love for you will never run out, 
  and because he has the power to set you free; 
  Only he will save you from your sins, 
  Only he has sent his son to die for you  
  and rise again to give you new life. 
  Your sins are forgiven in the Name of the Father  
  and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:   Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, You show us what love, charity, and compassion are. 
Grant Your Church the grace to show generosity and love to all people—
children and the poor and and the widowed and the elderly and the distressed.  
Give us ways to plead the cause of those who have no helper, especially those 
tossed by tempests of doubt or grief. We ask this for the sake of Him who gave 
His life for us, Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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Readings Song   The Servant Song 

 

Old Testament Prophet               Jeremiah 29:1, 4–14 (ESV) 
1These are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem 

to the surviving elders of the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the 
people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon.  

4“Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent 
into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5Build houses and live in them; plant gardens 
and eat their produce. 6Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your 
sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; 
multiply there, and do not decrease. 7But seek the welfare of the city where I have 
sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find 
your welfare. 8For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your 
prophets and your diviners who are among you deceive you, and do not listen to the 
dreams that they dream, 9for it is a lie that they are prophesying to you in my name; I 
did not send them, declares the LORD. 
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10“For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit 
you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. 11For I know the 
plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for wholeness and not for evil, to give you 
a future and a hope. 12Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will 
hear you. 13You will seek me and find me. When you seek me with all your heart, 14I will 
be found by you, declares the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you 
from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, declares the LORD, and I 
will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord       
C:  Thanks be to God.              

 

Old Testament Wisdom    Proverbs 13:23; 14:21, 31; 19:17; 21:13; 29:7; 31:9 (ESV) 
23The fallow ground of the poor would yield much food, 

 but it is swept away through injustice. 
21Whoever despises his neighbor is a sinner, 

 but blessed is he who is generous to the poor. 
31Whoever oppresses a poor man insults his Maker, 
 but he who is generous to the needy honors him. 
17Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the LORD, 
 and he will repay him for his deed. 
13Whoever closes his ear to the cry of the poor 
 will himself call out and not be answered. 
7A righteous man knows the rights of the poor; 
 a wicked man does not understand such knowledge. 
9Open your mouth, judge righteously, 
 defend the rights of the poor and needy. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord       
C:  Thanks be to God.              
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Holy Gospel                 Luke 12:13–31(ESV) 
13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

inheritance with me.”  
14But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And 

he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s 
life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16And he told them a 
parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17and he thought to 
himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18And he said, ‘I will 
do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 
grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up 
for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night 
your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 
21So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

22And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your 
life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23For life is more 
than food, and the body more than clothing. 24Consider the ravens: they neither sow 
nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how 
much more value are you than the birds! 25And which of you by being anxious can add 
a single hour to his span of life? 26If then you are not able to do as small a thing as 
that, why are you anxious about the rest? 27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they 
neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like 
one of these. 28But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little 
faith! 29And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be 
worried. 30For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father 
knows that you need them. 31Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be 
added to you. 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn of the Day    Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service      LSB 848 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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Sermon             

Confession of Faith               Nicene Creed  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible.—And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also 
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end.—And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Offering & Prayer Requests  

In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there 
are additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or 
requests for others. 

Offertory            We Give Thee But Thine Own              LSB 781 sts. 1–2 

(Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar) 

 

 
 

Prayers 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction (Based on Psalm 67 and Numbers 6) 

P:  God is good to us, he is blessing us,  
C:   The face of God is shining down on us,  
P:   Let the peoples praise You, O God;  
C:   Let all the peoples praise You. 
P: Oh, let the nations be glad and sing for joy!  
C:   God, our own God, shall bless us. 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.       C:   Amen.  
 

Closing Hymn         Fruitful Trees, the Spirit's Sowing    LSB 691 

 

 

 
© 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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Announcements 
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