The Bethel Mission Glossary
Summer 2016 Sermon Series

Thursday, August 11, and Sunday, August 14, 2016
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647
Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org
Website: www.BethelGurnee.org

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Thursdays 6:30 p.m. & Sundays 9:00 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you
as he has blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people find the right place
for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you in that
spiritual journey. Please take a moment to complete an attendance card and place it in
the Offering plate or give to an usher. This card will help us connect with you.

NURSERY
We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the
nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the
nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym.

SERVING TODAY

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
The Gifford Family in celebration of Jaclyn & Jen’s birthday and
the Kazarian, Rasmussen and Souza families in memory of Mark Souza.
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NEHEMIAH SERVICE
Worship in a traditional order that uses portions of the book of Nehemiah.

Opening Hymn

Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings

© 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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Invocation (Based on selections from Nehemiah 8)
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.
P: All the people gathered into the square. And they told Ezra the scribe,
C: Bring the Book of the Law of Moses,
Bring the Word of the Lord to us.
P: And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, and as he opened it all
the people stood. Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people
answered,
C: Amen, Amen.
P: They lifted up their hands.
They bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord. This day is holy to our Lord.
C: The joy of the Lord is our strength. Amen.
Confession and Absolution (Based on selections from Nehemiah 1)
P: O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and
steadfast love with those who love Him and keep His commandments,
C: let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open, to hear the prayer of Your servants
that we now pray before You day and night, confessing the sins we have
committed against You. We have acted very corruptly against You and have not
kept the commandments, the statutes, and the rules that You commanded.
P: Lord, remember the word that You gave to Your servant Moses, “If you are
unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples.”
C: But Lord also remember that You promised: “If you return to Me, even though you
are outcasts, I will gather you and bring you to the place that I have chosen, to
make My Name dwell there.”
P: God has indeed heard your prayers and remembers His promise to gather you
again to Himself, so that you may dwell with Him for eternity. By His Holy
Spirit, you are the Lord’s servants and His people, whom God has redeemed
by His great power and by His strong hand, by the death and resurrection of
His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Your sins are forgiven in the Name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen! Thanks be to God!
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new
every day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness,
give thanks for your benefits, serve you in willing obedience, and share your
generosity with others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.
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Readings Song

Micah 6:8

Psalm Reading
Psalm 95:1–7a (ESV)
1
Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
2
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
3
For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
4
In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also.
5
The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.
6
Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
7
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Epistle (New Testament Letter)
Romans 5:1–10 (ESV)
1
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in
which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3More than that, we rejoice
in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, because
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given
to us.
5

6For

while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one
will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one
would dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. 9Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood,
much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were
enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that
we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Holy Gospel
Matthew 19:30—20:16 (ESV)
30
[And Jesus said]: “But many who are first will be last, and the last first.
1“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a
denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour
he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to them he said, ‘You go into the
vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5So they went. Going out again
about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about the eleventh
hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand
here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them,
‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard
said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the
last, up to the first.’ 9And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of
them received a denarius. 10Now when those hired first came, they thought they
would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11And on receiving it
they grumbled at the master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour,
and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the
scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong.
Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14Take what belongs to you and go. I
choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I
choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last
will be first, and the first last.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Hymn of the Day

Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
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Sermon
Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offering Preface (Based on selections from Nehemiah 9)
Spoken as the Offerings are brought forward to the altar
P: You are the Lord, You alone.
C: You have made heaven, even the highest heavens,
the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them;
and You preserve all of them; and the multitudes of heaven worship You.
P: You saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt and heard their cry at the Red Sea,
and performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh and all his servants and all
the people of his land, for You knew that they acted arrogantly against our
fathers.
C: And You made a name for Yourself for all generations.
P: And You divided the sea before them, so that they went through the midst of the
sea on dry land, and You threw Pharaoh’s army into the depths like a stone
into mighty waters.
C: By a pillar of cloud You led them in the day,
and by a pillar of fire in the night.
P: You are the Lord, You alone. We remember Your graciousness and blessings to
Your people throughout all generations.
C: You have kept Your promise, for You are righteous. Amen.
Offertory Prayer
P: Gracious God, your love for us is revealed in the gifts of Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
You call us to make these gifts evident in our lives. Receive and bless this offering
as a symbol of our thanksgiving and as a sign of our commitment to be prophetic
witnesses of your love and mercy. In the Name of Jesus, we pray.
C: Amen.
Prayers
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The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Benedicamus Domino (“Let us bless, the Lord”) & Benediction (Blessing)
P: Rise up and bless the Lord your God
(Based on Nehemiah 9:5 & Psalm 126:3,6)
from everlasting to everlasting.
C: Blessed be Your glorious name, O Lord;
Your Name is exalted above all blessing and praise.
P: The Lord has done great things for us;
Those who come before the Lord weeping
shall now go with shouts of joy,
because of the Lord’s great mercy, love, and strength.
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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Closing Hymn

Lord of All Hopefulness

© Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Announcements
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Rally Sunday is September 11
We are planning a fun day for all. Our theme for the year is 1 Peter 4:10, Each
of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. Our Mission projects will be
centered around this theme. We look forward to serving others with our gifts.

Opportunity to Serve
We would like to have 2 preschool classes and a Kindergarten class. We are
still in need of 2 more teachers to be able to do this. If you are interested or
have questions please see:
Carla Thompson (carlajothompson@gmail.com )
Lynn Barkley (maggielynnb@gmail.com)
Diane Sanders (dsanders7@hotmail.com)
If your child is turning 3 by November 30 and is potty trained, they are
welcome to attend Sunday School starting in September. We would like you
to think about helping us in the preschool class with your child. This is a great
way to show your children that you value Sunday School and it becomes more
enjoyable for all.
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