15th Sunday after Pentecost
Thursday, August 25, and Sunday, August 28, 2016
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647
Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org
Website: www.BethelGurnee.org

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Thursdays 6:30 p.m. & Sundays 9:00 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you
as he has blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people find the right place
for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you in that
spiritual journey. Please take a moment to complete an attendance card and place it in
the Offering plate or give to an usher. This card will help us connect with you.

NURSERY
We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the
nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the
nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym.

SERVING TODAY

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
Mark and Kathy Hipsher in celebration of her 36th wedding anniversary.
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1 CORINTHIANS SERVICE
Worship in a traditional order that uses portions of 1 Corinthians.
Opening Hymn

God of Grace and God of Glory
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Invocation (Based on 1 Corinthians 1:2-3)
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.
P: To the church of God, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy,
C: Together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
P: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. C: Amen.
Confession and Absolution (Based on 1 Corinthians 10:6-13, 15:56-57, 5:7a)
P: Paul warns the Corinthians from Israel’s history: “Do not be idolaters,”
“we should not test the Lord,” and “do not grumble.” “So if you think you
are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! No temptation has seized you
except what is common to man. And God is faithful; He will not let you be
tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, He will also
provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.” Do you recognize that
you are tempted in many ways?
C: Yes.
P: “The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.”
All: “But thanks be to God!
He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.”
P: “For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed” for our sins.
C: Amen!
Hymn of Praise

Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious
(based on 1 Corinthians 15:56-57)
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LSB # 548, st. 1

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by Your Holy Spirit to follow the
example of Your Son in true humility, that we may withstand the temptations
of the devil and with pure hearts and minds avoid ungodly pride; through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Old Testament Reading
Proverbs 25:2–10 (ESV)
2It is the glory of God to conceal things,
but the glory of kings is to search things out.
3As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth,
so the heart of kings is unsearchable.
4Take away the dross from the silver,
and the smith has material for a vessel;
5take away the wicked from the presence of the king,
and his throne will be established in righteousness.
6Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great,
7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.
What your eyes have seen 8do not hastily bring into court,
for what will you do in the end,
when your neighbor puts you to shame?
9Argue your case with your neighbor himself,
and do not reveal another’s secret,
10lest he who hears you bring shame upon you,
and your ill repute have no end.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Psalm Reading
1O LORD, my heart is not lifted up;
my eyes are not raised too high;
I do not occupy myself with things
too great and too marvelous for me.
2But I have calmed and quieted my soul,
like a weaned child with its mother;
like a weaned child is my soul within me.
3O Israel, hope in the LORD from this time forth and forevermore.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 131 (ESV)

Preparation for the Gospel

He is Exalted

Holy Gospel
Luke 14:1–14 (ESV)
1One Sabbath, when [Jesus] went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees,
they were watching him carefully.
2And behold, there was a man before him who had dropsy [edema]. 3And Jesus
responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath,
or not?” 4But they remained silent. Then he took him and healed him and sent him
away. 5And he said to them, “Which of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen into
a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?” 6And they could not reply
to these things.
7Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they
chose the places of honor, saying to them, 8“When you are invited by someone to a
wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest someone more distinguished
than you be invited by him, 9and he who invited you both will come and say to you,
‘Give your place to this person,’ and then you will begin with shame to take the
lowest place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when
your host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’ Then you will be
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honored in the presence of all who sit at table with you. 11For everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
12He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a
banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich
neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. 13But when you give a
feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14and you will be blessed,
because they cannot repay you. You will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
Hymn of the Day

Praise Be to Christ

© 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

7

LSB 538

Sermon

“Deus Absconditus”

Proverbs 25: 2-10

Confession of Faith
1 Corinthians 15:1-6a,20-22,58
P: Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you,
which you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel
you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise,
you have believed in vain. For what I received I passed on to you as of first
importance:
C: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to
Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred
of the brothers at the same time. Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man,
the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in
Christ all will be made alive. Amen.
P: Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you.
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that
your labor in the Lord is not in vain. Amen.
Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offertory (we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)
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LSB 685, st. 4 alt.

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Benediction (Blessing) (Based on 1 Corinthians 1:5,7-9 & 16:23)
P: “In Christ Jesus you have been enriched in every way—in all your speaking and in
all your knowledge. Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly
wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will keep you strong to the
end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: God, who has called us into fellowship with His Son Jesus Christ, is faithful.”
P: The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.
C: Amen.
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Closing Hymn
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How Firm a Foundation

“Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.”

Announcements
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