The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15

17th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 11, 2016
Kickoff for the Christian Education Year
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647

Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org
Website: www.BethelGurnee.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you
as he has blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people find the right place
for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you in that
spiritual journey. Please take a moment to complete an attendance card and place it in
the Offering plate or give to an usher. This card will help us connect with you.

NURSERY
We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the
nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the
nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym.

SERVING TODAY

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
The Sanders family in celebration of Jocelyn’s 7th birthday today and
Jim and Donna Gerken in celebration of their 40th wedding anniversary.
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THE WORD OF GOD SERVICE
This service celebrates the Word of God, using words from Paul’s letters to Timothy.
Opening Hymn

Jesus Loves Me

LSB 588 sts. 1, ref, 2

Invocation and Greeting
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
C: And also with you.

1 Tim. 1:2b

The Word of God
P: In worship, we become acquainted with the sacred writings,
C: which are able to make us wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
P: All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
C: so that we may be equipped for every good work. Amen.
2 Tim. 3:15-16
3

Confession of Sin
P: The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance:
C: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.
P: For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men:
C: Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all.

1 Tim. 1:15
1 Tim. 2:5-6

Silence for meditation on our need for Christ’s forgiveness.
Absolution (Forgiveness)
1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Tim. 1:9-10; 2 Tim. 2:21
P: God our Savior desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of
the truth. He saved you and called you to a holy calling, not because of your
works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave you in Christ
Jesus before the ages began, and which now has been manifested through
the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life
and immortality to light through the Gospel. You have been cleansed of your
sin, set apart as holy, useful to our Lord, and ready for every good work in the
Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

If we have died with him,
we will also live with him;
if we endure,
we will also reign with him;
if we deny him,
he also will deny us;
if we are faithless,
he remains faithful—
for he cannot deny himself.

2 Tim. 2:13-14
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Response

The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns

LSB 532 sts. 3–6

These hymns verses are based on the above Scripture, 2 Timothy 2:13-14.

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. O Lord, God of truth, Your Word is a lamp to our feet and a light on
our path. Give us delight in his study of Holy Scripture. May those who continue
to read, mark, and inwardly digest Your Word find in it the food of salvation and
the fountain of life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
The Charge to the Congregation Regarding the Scriptures
P: Devote yourselves to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.
If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound
words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness,
4he is puffed up with conceit and understands nothing. Guard the deposit
entrusted to you—the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Do not be ashamed of His
Word, for we know whom we have believed, and we are convinced that He is
able to guard His Word in us by the Holy Spirit who dwells within us. Follow
the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from the Scriptures, in
the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who dwells within
us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you.
1 Tim. 4:13,6:3-4,20; 2 Tim. 1:12-14
C: We have devoted ourselves to the Scriptures.
We dedicate this time now to hear from God’s Word. Amen.
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Old Testament Reading
Deuteronomy 6:4–9 (ESV)
4
[And Moses said to the people]: “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
5You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your might. 6And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.
7You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit
in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you
rise. 8You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets
between your eyes. 9You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on
your gates.”
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Series Reading from St. Paul’s 1st Letter to Timothy 1 Timothy 1:12–17 (ESV)
12I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he
judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13though formerly I was a
blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had
acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the
foremost. 16But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus
Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe
in him for eternal life. 17To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel
John 1:1–2, 9–14, 16; 3:16–21(ESV)
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God.
9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was
in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him.
11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,
13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but
of God.
14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth….16And from his
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.
16[Jesus

said:] “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might
be saved through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of
the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world,
and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil.
20For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the
light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21But whoever does what is true comes to the
light, so that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have been carried out in God.”
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Children’s Message / Installation of Christian Education Staff

7

Hymn of the Day

Thy Word Is a Lamp

LSB 973

© 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company; admin. EMI . Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

The Charge for the Pastor
P: Paul instructed Timothy as a pastor. His letters speak of the calling and duties of
pastors, and his words are appropriate to describe what it means for you as a
congregation to call me to serve as your Pastor. Please use these words to
remind me of my duty now:
C: We charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus:
Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season to speak His Word;
Point out errors, warn people, and encourage us,
with complete patience and teaching. Amen.
2 Tim. 4:1-2
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Sermon

“The Word is Trustworthy and Deserving of Full Acceptance”
1 Timothy 1:12-17

Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offertory
Sung as our Offerings are brought forward to the Altar

LSB 871 st. 3; tune: Haslemere

Prayers
P: Supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
are to be made for all people,
C: thanking God whom we serve,
P: as we remember others constantly in our prayers night and day.
C: And praying for our leaders and all who are in high positions,
that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life,
P: godly and dignified in every way.
C: This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior.

1 Tim. 2:1-3; 2 Tim. 1:3

(Pastor then offers the Prayers of the Church).
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Benediction
P: Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.
Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you
were called and about which you made the good confession today in the
presence of these witnesses—your brothers and sisters in Christ.
1 Tim. 6:11-12
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn

I Love Your Kingdom, Lord

LSB 651 sts. 1, 3–4

Announcements

Acknowledgments
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
Scripture quotations in the liturgy are from
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.
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Bible Studies This Fall
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study (beginning September 11)
Led by Pastor Squires
Fellowship Hall
Sundays, 9:30-10:30AM

Sunday Morning High School Bible Study (beginning September 11)
Led by Aaron Fleming and Doug Mulley
YFM Lounge
Sundays, 9:30-10:30AM

Grace, Fully Women’s Study (beginning September 12)
We will be studying Prayer, Finding the True Heart’s True Home by Richard Foster. “This
life-changing book shows how each of the various forms of prayer can move us inward
into personal transformation, upward toward intimacy with God, and outward to
minister to others.”
Led by Kathy Hipsher
Lounge
Mondays, 7:30-8:30PM

Tuesday Evening Adult Bible Study (beginning September 13)
“Genesis, in the Beginning” Genesis contains all the “firsts” in human history along
with every Christian doctrine. We will explore these in class.
Led by Pastor Andy Barkley
Basement Room L1
Tuesdays, 6:15-7:30PM

Wednesday Ladies Bible Study
We will be looking at the Bible studies written by Karen Leicht’s brother in the Lutheran
Women’s Quarterly.
Led by Kathy Schwartz
Lounge
1st, 3rd & 5th Wednesdays of the month, 9:30AM
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