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How to Read/Study the Bible 
 
Week #4: Interpret 
Scripture in Light of the 
Rule of Faith 
 

 
 
66 Books, One Bible 
 
This principle reflects the conviction that 
all sixty-six books of the Bible share a 
unity of belief and teaching without 
diminishing the individuality and 
distinctive contributions of each of those 
books and their authors. 

Even though many different people wrote the Bible 
over a period of 1500 years or so, the Bible is ultimately one 
Word of God. We properly distinguish different teachings in this Word, and 
we appreciate the diversity of material within this Word, but we also confess 
that the Bible possesses a fundamental “oneness” (31). 

1. How would explain this Principle of Interpreation into your own words?  

 

 

2. What makes the Bible different from. . . 

 

The Norton Anthology of English Literature   

 

 

 

 

The Complete Works of William Shakespeare 

 

 

 

Resource 
How to Read the Bible  
with Understanding (2nd edition) 
Lane A. Burgland (CPH, 2016) 
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3. What makes the Bible different from. . . 

A Reformation Reader: Primary Texts with Introductions  

…a generous selection of key theological and related texts from five 

distinct Reformation sites. Along with plenty on the late-medieval 

background, the Lutheran, Calvinist, Radical, English, and Catholic 

Reformations are all well-represented here. 

 
 
 

 
Example # 1: The Way of Eternal Life 
 

Our Rule of Faith 
4. Do we inherit eternal life based on our fulfillment of the Mosaic Law (Law of God given to 

us through Moses) or as a gift of grace through faith in Jesus Christ? 

Make sure your group is agreed on our answer to this question. 

 

Consider Luke 10:25-42, and then answer the following questions. 

 

5. What was the lawyer’s question? 

 

 

6. How does Jesus first respond to this question? 

 

 

7. How does the lawyer answer Jesus?   (BONUS: What is he quoting?) 

 

 

8. How does Jesus reply? 

 

 

9. How does his reply appear to go against how you answered question #4 (which is really a 

way of saying the rule of faith)? 

 

 

10. But if we keep reading and hear the Parable of the Good Samaritan, what do we realize 

about how Jesus has answered the lawyer? Has Jesus violated the rule of faith (the 

wholeness of what believe according to Scripture)?  
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Example #2: The Divinity of Christ 
 

Our Rule of Faith 
11. Does Jesus claim to be God or not? 

Make sure your group is agreed on our answer to this question. 

 
Work as a group with the below passages. Have individuals look up a passage, and then 

write out the relevant phrase or sentence on a piece of paper and put them in the center of 

your table. (Write it big enough so that they can be easily read by everyone).  Then answer 

the questions below.  

 
John 8:58  
(see also Exodus 3:14) 
 
Matthew 1:18-25 
 
John 14:28 
 

Luke 2:39-40 
 
Mark 6:3 
 
Mark 13:32 
 
John 10:30 

 
12. Which passages show that Jesus is a human being? Underline those passages in the list. 

 

13. Which passages show Jesus seeming to suggest that He does not claim to be God?  

Put a ? next to those passages in the list. 

 

14. Which passages show Jesus claiming to be God? Circle those passages in the list. 

 

_________ 

 

15. What is the Rule of Faith that we confess about the relationship of the Father and the Son? 

Hint: Matthew 28:18-20. 

 

 

16. How do we understand Jesus according to this Rule of Faith when He seems to suggest 

that He is not God?  Hint: Philippians 2:6-11. 
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The “Rule” is a Tool 
 

Rule of Faith 
Everything taught on the basis of Scripture 
must be in agreement or harmony with the 
articles of faith expressed by the Creeds and 
confessions of faith. 

 

17. If this “rule of faith” makes it sounds like the 

Creeds and confessions are more important than 

the Bible, answer these questions: 

 

 What do you use to know how long a foot (12 inches) is? 

 

 But how do you know that tool is right?  (Who are you trusting?) 

 

 If the tool was wrong, would the distance of a foot have actually changed?  

 

o If not, what would you need to do? 

 

 So if the tool might be wrong, why would use a tool anyway? 

 

 

18. Now answer the questions about the “rule of faith”: 

 

 What do you use to know what Scripture teaches overall? 

 

 But how do you know that tool is right?  (Who are you trusting?) 

 

 If the tool was wrong, would the truth of Scripture have actually changed? 

 

o If not, what would you need to do? 

 

 So if it might be wrong, why would we use a “rule of faith” anyway? 
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Bible Disciples 
Life-long learners, following God’s Word in our daily lives 

 

19. How might this princple of interpretation help you when trying to decide what a passage 

in the Bible means? 

 

 

20. People who do not confess Jesus as Savior still have some kind of “rule of faith”—

statements about what they believe, how they sum their values, etc.  What might be some 

examples of “rules of faith” people might have? (Here’s a few examples): 

 

         
  

 

21. In addition to help you read the Bible, how does knowing our “rule of faith,” like the 

Apostles’ Creed, help you when someone asks you about what you believe about the 

Bible, God, Jesus, or Christianity?  

 
 
 
 

Homework 

What “rules of faith” or “creeds” do you hear 
people claiming as the thing they by?   
Bring 1 or 2 notes on this to class next week. 
 


