Celebration of the Reformation
Sunday, October 30, 2016
It’s the 499th anniversary of the Reformation.
We’re already anticipating next year’s
big celebrations for the 500th anniversary.
In the year 1517, on October 31, which was the evening
before All Saints Festival (November 1), the Castle
Church in Wittenberg, Germany, was prepared for the
festival services to be held the next day. Inside the
church, 19,000 relics were laid out to be adored by the
arriving throng of worshipers.
Outside the church doors, however, a different
preparation was under way. There a German
professor/pastor, Dr. Martin Luther was busy
posting his 95 Theses—statements that Luther
offered for debate about what the Church was
teaching. This was a courageous act, for he was
calling the Church to repentance. Luther was
challenging the idea that one could buy his way into heaven through purchasing
indulgences, certificates issued by the Pope.
Within two weeks, he not only debated his position in Wittenberg but had his theses
translated from Latin into German to be distributed throughout the land.
The Lutheran Reformation was not a “revolt,” but rather began as a sincere expression
of concern with the false and misleading teachings that obscured the glory and merit of
Jesus Christ. What motivated Luther was a zealous concern about the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. “It is good news, joyous news, that God does not want to punish sin but to
forgive it for Christ's sake.”
Sources: Rev. Steven B. Borst (Lutheran Witness), www.lcms.org, www.lutheranreformation.com
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Invocation
In the name of the Father
and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Every worship service starts with your baptism. We call upon the Name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, remembering that
we approach the Lord with confidence because He has placed His Name
on us in our baptisms. We are His children, His sheep. Martin Luther encouraged people through
his Small Catechism to make the sign of the cross on ourselves to remind us that we are marked
as ones redeemed by Christ the crucified.

Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Matthew 28:19b

Remembrance of Baptism
LSB Agenda 20, alt.
P: In Holy Baptism God the Father has made us members of His Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, and inheritors of all the treasures of heaven in the one holy Christian
and apostolic Church. We receive one another in the Name of Jesus as
brothers and sisters in Christ, so that together we might hear His Word,
receive His gifts, and proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of
darkness into His marvelous light.
C: Amen.
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Opening Hymn
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Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen
Sound from His people again;
Gladly forever adore Him!
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LSB 790

Confession & Absolution
In Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, he teaches according to God’s Word:
“Confession has two parts. First that we confess our sins, and second, that
we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God
Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven
before God in heaven.” The pastor speaks the words of forgiveness which are the words of God
Himself, so that we may hear how God speaks to us and receive assurance of His forgiveness.

Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness)
LSB 151
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:8-9
P: We pause in silence to reflect on our personal sins that trouble us.
P: O almighty God, merciful Father,
LSB 184
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful
to me, a poor, sinful being.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and
by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.
John 20:19-23

Hymn of Praise
The Hymn of Praise, “Gloria in Excelsis” (Latin for “Glory in the
highest”), brings together pieces of Scripture in a liturgical text that
has been known since the 4th century. This is the song of the angels
announcing the birth of Christ to the shepherds. The Church praises
the Trinity for the peace and mercy brought through Jesus—the
Lamb of God. The “Gloria” also points ahead to the welcome song of the people when Jesus
enters Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.
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Hymn of Praise Gloria in Excelsis (Glory in the Highest)
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Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 187

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)

P: Let us pray. O God, our refuge and our strength, You raised up Your servant Martin
Luther and others to reform and renew Your Church in the light of Your living
Word, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Defend and purify the Church in our own day, and
grant that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s faithfulness unto death and His
vindicating resurrection, which You made known to us through Jesus Christ, our
Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Anthem

“Find Us Faithful”

Adult Choir

Epistle (New Testament Letter)
Romans 3:19–28 (ESV)
19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. 20For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his
sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.
21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It
was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a
law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith
apart from works of the law.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 1:2–3,11–18 (ESV)
2Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the Lord has spoken:
“Children have I reared and brought up, but they have rebelled against me.
3The ox knows its owner, and the donkey its master’s crib,
but Israel does not know, my people do not understand.
11“What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the LORD;
I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed beasts;
I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats.
12“When you come to appear before me,
who has required of you this trampling of my courts?
13“Bring no more vain offerings; incense is an abomination to me.
New moon and Sabbath and the calling of convocations—
I cannot endure iniquity and solemn assembly.
14Your new moons and your appointed feasts, my soul hates;
they have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them.
15“When you spread out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you;
even though you make many prayers, I will not listen;
your hands are full of blood.
16“Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;
remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes;
cease to do evil, 17learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression;
bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow’s cause.
18“Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD:
though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.”
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Song of Praise

Cornerstone
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Holy Gospel

John 8:31–36 (ESV)
th

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8 chapter.

31

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are
truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They
answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How
is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”
34
Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to
sin. 35The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36So if the Son
sets you free, you will be free indeed.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Responsive Psalm
Note: “Hosts” is a biblical word for the heavenly armies of angels of God.
P: 1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
C: 7The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
P: 2Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
3
though its waters roar and foam….
C: 7The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
P: 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God….
5
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
God will help her when morning dawns.
6
The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts.
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C: The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
P: 8Come, behold the works of the LORD,
how he has brought desolations on the earth.
9
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the chariots with fire.
[The Lord says:] 10“Be still, and know that I am God.
I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”
C: 11The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Amen.
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Psalm 46

Hymn of the Day

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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LSB 656

Sermon

Isaiah 1:10-18
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Offering
“In the Early Church,” after the Prayers, the elements—bread and wine—
“would be brought forward and placed on the table” or altar for use in
the Lord’s Supper. The Offering “is part of the sacrificial part of the
liturgy where we offer our gifts to God, including our tithes” (10% of
earnings set aside for the Lord) “and offerings” (over-and-above gifts to the Church), all of
which go to support the work of the Church—Bethel and the missions which we support
through our budget. “These gifts are given in response to the hearing of the very words of
Jesus in the Gospel and are given in thanksgiving for the gift.”
**Quotations taken from Heaven on Earth by Art Just (CPH).

Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offertory (sung as Offerings are brought forward to the altar)
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Prayers

Order of Holy Communion
The Order of Holy Communion incorporates some of the oldest portions
of the liturgy. The Preface (“The Lord be with you,” “Lift up your
hearts,” etc.) could possibly date as far back as the apostles themselves.
The Sanctus (“Holy, Holy, Holy”) has been used since the Early Church to
prepare for the Lord’s Supper. Yet, the words of the Sanctus go even
farther back. “Holy, Holy, Holy” comes from Isaiah 6, our Old Testament
reading today. “Hosanna” comes from Psalm 118 and is sung by the
crowds to welcome Jesus on Palm Sunday. In the Lord’s Supper, we have
been invited into the banquet of the Lord before His holy altar, forgiven by His hand, and see
Him bringing us salvation in His body and blood.

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed
are invited to receive Communion with us
if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,
and the wine is the blood of Christ,
truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe, we ask that you wait
to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk. We invite those who are not
communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.
Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy)

LSB 161

The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Pax Domini
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)
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Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)

First Distribution Hymn

LSB 163

Beautiful Savior
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LSB 537

Second Distribution Hymn

Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise

© 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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Common Dismissal
P: Now may this true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ…

C: Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer
P: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen.
Benediction (Blessing)
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. C: Amen.
Closing Hymn

Christ Be My Leader

LSB 861

© 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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To Celebrate our 50 years,
we want to Celebrate our
Community!
Sunday, November 13,
8 & 10:45AM
Rather than just patting ourselves on the back for our 50th anniversary as a congregation,
we want to thank God for the ways in which He has blessed us with community
partners who help us through their service, business, and commitment to Gurnee and
our surrounding area. We could not have reached 50 years of ministry if it wasn’t for
the partnership and good working relationships with people in our community.
On Sunday, November 13, we are inviting representatives from all of our community
partners to join us for our regular worship services. During worship, we will pause to
recognize our partners and pray for their continued work in our community.
Additionally, we are pledging $50 to be given in the name of each organization to one of
three community agencies that we value for their service to the people of Lake County:
COOL Ministries, Love INC, or PADS. These funds were allocated from the 2015 giving
surplus.
These are the names of the Community Partners who have received invitations.
If you notice someone we’ve overlooked, please let the office know.

Businesses
Shipping Point
Ace
Balmes
O’Toole’s
Starbucks

Mama K’s
Dairy Queen
Cardinal Liquor
Uline
McClure's Garage
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GO! Together Churches
Lakeland Church
Village Church of Gurnee
Gurnee Community
Church
Life Church

Joy! Lutheran
Immanuel Church
New Abbey Church
Matt Kearney, missionary
Epicenter Church

Circuit Churches
Lord of Glory, Grayslake
Redeemer, Waukegan
Prince of Peace, Waukegan

Beautiful Savior, Antioch
Faith, Lake Forest

Service Agencies
A Safe Place
COOL Ministries
Love INC
PADS

Boy Scouts Roundtable
Girl Scouts (troops that meet at Bethel)
Heritage Woods Assisted Living
Gurnee Meadows

Government
Gurnee Police
Gurnee Fire
Village—Mayor
Village—Trustees
Gurnee Public Works

Gurnee Park District
Lake County
Lake County Sheriff’s Department
Lake County Forest Preserve District

Schools
Prairie Trail School
Woodland District

Warren-Township High School

Services
Juan Rodriguez/J-Rod HVAC
Clarence (our USPS carrier)
Jimmy (our UPS driver)
NorthShore Community Bank

Thrivent Financial
Charles - snowplowing
Martin Ramon - periodic work

19

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has
blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s
word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This
card will help us connect with you.

HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven,
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.

NURSERY
We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down
the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room
at the far end of the gym.

SERVING TODAY

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
The Blasko family in celebration of John’s 19th birthday.
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