
 
 “Let the high praises of God be in their throats 

and two-edged swords in their hands”      PSALM 149:6 

Celebration of All Saints’ Day 
Sunday, November 6, 2016 

Lutherans do not pray to the dead. However, there is a proper 
remembrance of those who died in the faith, a thanksgiving for the work 
that the Lord has done in their lives, and even an imitation of how those 
in the faith who died lived their lives. Dr. Martin Luther’s liturgical 
reforms of the church refocused the church on the purpose of Holy Communion, 
“forgiven sinners who in the reception of the Lord’s true body and blood are made one 
with all members of the church, all the saints in heaven and on earth, as the Body of 
Christ.”  On Sunday morning, in the Proper Preface in the Communion liturgy, the 
pastor says, “…therefore with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify your glorious name ever more.” Although death separates us from the 
saints in heaven, we are untied together in the body of Christ.   

Source: Witness-Mercy-Life Together blog, www.lcms.org 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  
 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 

Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  
Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist 

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has 
blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s 
word and serve His mission.  We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a 
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This 
card will help us connect with you. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus 
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven, 
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and 
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and 
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to 
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by 
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions 
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.  

NURSERY 
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down 
the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room 
at the far end of the gym. 

 

SERVING TODAY 

 

 

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
The Rayos family in memory of Matthew and Patricia Koller.  
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Preparation Song   He is Exalted 
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Invocation, Exhortation, and Confession of Sins 

P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.      C:   Amen. 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 
us forgiveness…Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: who made heaven and earth. 
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P:   Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that 

we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by 
thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite 
mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have 
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to 
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Absolution (Forgiveness) 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.      

C:  Amen. 
P: And so now you stand, surrounded by the great cloud of witnesses, those who 

have gone before us in the faith, those who we washed in the blood of the 
Lamb, made clean, made holy, made to be His holy ones—saints. And if they 
were made to be saints through faith in Jesus Christ, then you also are 
saints—holy ones—made clean through the forgiveness give to you this day. 

C: We stand with the cloud of witnesses. 
 And we will stand as saints in the eternal throne room of God. 
 Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne and to the Lamb! 
 Blessings and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving  
 and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever. Amen! 
P: Let us sing in praise to God the Father  

for His faithfulness to all made to be saints in His Son. 
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Hymn of the Saints          For All the Saints              LSB 677 sts. 1–3, 8 

 

 

 

 

 
Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

P: The Lord be with you.              
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people 

of all times and places into one holy communion, the mystical body of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ.  Grant us so to follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly 
living that, together with them, we may come to the unspeakable joys You have 
prepared for those who love You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     

C:   Amen. 
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Anthem                   “Find Us Faithful”   Adult Choir 

 Use the anthem’s music and words help you to meditate on God’s Word and His 
truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

 

We're pilgrims on the journey 
 Of the narrow road 
 And those who've gone before us 
 Line the way 
 Cheering on the faithful 
 Encouraging the weary 
 Their lives a stirring testament 
 To God's sustaining grace 
 

Chorus 
Oh may all who come behind us 
Find us faithful 
May the fire of our devotion 
Light their way 
May the footprints that we leave 
Lead them to believe 
And the lives we live 
Inspire them to obey 
Oh may all who come behind us 
Find us faithful 

Surrounded by so great 
A cloud of witnesses 
Let us run the race 
Not only for the prize 
But as those who've gone before us 
Let us leave to those behind us 
The heritage of faithfulness 
Passed on through godly lives 
 

After all our hopes and dreams 
Have come and gone 
And our children sift thru all 
We've left behind 
May the clues that they discover 
And the mem'ries they uncover 
Become the light that leads them 
To the road we each must find 
 
 

Psalm Reading                 Psalm 149:1–9(ESV) 
1Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, 
 his praise in the assembly of the godly! 
2Let Israel be glad in his Maker; let the children of Zion rejoice in their King! 
3Let them praise his name with dancing, 
 making melody to him with tambourine and lyre! 
4For the LORD takes pleasure in his people; he adorns the humble with salvation. 
5Let the godly exult in glory; let them sing for joy on their beds. 
6Let the high praises of God be in their throats and two-edged swords in their hands, 
 7to execute vengeance on the nations and punishments on the peoples, 
 8to bind their kings with chains and their nobles with fetters of iron, 
 9to execute on them the judgment written! 
This is honor for all his godly ones. Praise the LORD! 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle (New Testament Letter)       1 John  3:1–3 (ESV) 
1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called 

children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it 
did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not 
yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we 
shall see him as he is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is 
pure. L:   This is the Word of the Lord.    C:   Thanks be to God. 

Preparation for the Gospel  God's Word Is Our Great Heritage  LSB 582 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel             Matthew 5:1–12 (ESV) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter.   C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  
 for they shall be satisfied. 
7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
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8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,  
 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you  
    and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  
 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,  
   for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.     C:   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day     Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness                 LSB 849 
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Sermon      “A Two-Edged Sword in the Hands of the Saints”      Psalm 149:1-9 

New Member Welcome & Confession of Faith    

Today’s Confession asks our new members and all of the congregation to affirm that  

we are Disciples/Followers of Jesus, committed to one another as a gathering of believers. 

P: At Bethel, our mission is to help people be Disciples—life-long learners & 
followers of Jesus Christ.  Discipleship means God awakening Disciples from 
head knowledge of the faith to “heart life”.  Are you a disciple of Jesus? 

C: I am through the grace of God. 
P: As a gathering of disciples, do you trust that Bethel is seeking to teach faith in 

Jesus according to God's Word as best expressed in Lutheran theology 
according to the Lutheran Confessions, knowing that even if you have trouble 
understanding every teaching, Bethel seeks God’s truth and not our own truth? 

C: I do. 
P: Are you asking to be shepherded (cared for in your faith) and be held 

accountable in your life as a believer in Jesus?  
C:   I am. 
P:   Do you commit yourself to encourage fellow believers at Bethel in their faith? 
C: I do. 
P:   Will you serve the community around us—God's Kingdom— in partnership with 

this gathering of believers?         
C:   I will. 
P: Will you support the mission of the congregation to bring the Gospel to those 

who need Jesus? 
C: I will.  I am a disciple of Jesus.   
 We are a gathering of His followers by His grace. Amen. 
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Offering & Prayer Requests  

In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 
 

Offertory   Heavenly Hosts in Ceaseless Worship                           LSB 949 

(Sung as the Offerings are brought forward and placed on the altar) 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1975 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

© 2000 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     

All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  
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Communion Distribution 

 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders 
distribute the wine—with individual cups or 
common cup.  The individual trays also contain 
alcohol-removed wine in the center of each tray in 
the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may 
remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   

 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 

P: By faith the saints of old held fast to the Lord’s promise  
  of things hoped for though not yet seen. 
C: These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 

 They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
P: The saints of old left an example and encouragement for us  
  who walk now by faith and not by sight. 
C: May we also be the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 

 May we wash our robes and make them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
P: Let us pray. Grant that we may faithfully eat and drink this Holy Supper of Your 

Son’s body and blood and in the union of His mystical body, the Church, be 
joined in unending praise with  

C: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; Moses, Elijah, and all the faithful prophets;  
 the blessed apostles and evangelists, the holy martyrs,  
 and all the saints in glory who fought the good fight of faith before us.  
P: You have surrounded us with so great a cloud of witnesses so that we may run 

with perseverance the race that is set before us and, together with them, 
receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.  Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing. 
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Sanctus     Before Jehovah’s Awesome Throne   (Based on Psalm 100)   LW 454, sts. 4&5 
4. We’ll crowd your gates with thankful songs,                  
  High as the heav’ns our voices raise; 
 And earth with all its thousand tongues 
 Shall fill your courts with sounding praise. 
 

5. Wide as the world is your command, 
 Vast as eternity your love; 
 Firm as a rock your truth shall stand 
 When rolling years shall cease to move. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
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First Distribution Hymn              For All the Saints    LSB 677 sts. 4–7 
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Second Distribution Hymn       The Church's One Foundation         LSB 644 sts. 1–5 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Yet she on earth has union 
    With God, the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion 
    With those whose rest is won. 
O blessèd heav’nly chorus! 
    Lord, save us by Your grace 
That we, like saints before us, 
    May see You face to face. 
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Common Dismissal 

P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….          
C:   Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Let us pray. For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He 
has redeemed us from bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He 
has delivered us into new life in Him.  Father, grant us to keep the Feast in 
sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body given into death and drinking His 
life’s blood poured out for our salvation until we pass through death to the 
promised land of life eternal.     

C:   Amen. 

Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 
to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    

C: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn  Sing with All the Saints in Glory   LSB 671, tune: 686

 

Announcements 
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