
 
 

It is God who reconciles. Between people, reconciliation is a two-way street. 
But it is not so with God’s reconciliation of the world. God is the subject; we 

are always the objects. He reconciles us. We are passive. In fact, we are 
hostile and enemies of God. God does all the work of reconciling us to Himself 

through the work of Jesus on the cross.  

–J.A.O. Preus 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  
 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 

Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  
Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist 

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has 
blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s 
word and serve His mission.  We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a 
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This 
card will help us connect with you. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus 
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven, 
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and 
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and 
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to 
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by 
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions 
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.  

NURSERY 
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down 
the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room 
at the far end of the gym. 
 

SERVING TODAY 

 
 

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
Bill & Lynda Oesterreich in memory of her dad, Lester R. Gerber. 
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Last Sunday of the Church Year 
Today is the Last Sunday of the Church Year. A new 

liturgical year (church year) will begin in only seven 

days. With the Last Sunday of the Church Year, an 

urgency is established. Jesus is coming again. He is 

coming as judge. His coming will be a day of full 

reckoning. That is the Last Sunday of the Church 

Year.  But the very next Sunday is the first Sunday in 

Advent. Then we realize that He is coming to restore. 

We look forward to remembering His birth in 

Bethlehem. We will be called to proclaim the gospel and to celebrate, 

rejoicing in God our Savior—who will one day come again to take us to be 

with Him forever in the New Earth in His Kingdom. 
 

Opening Hymn   To Your Temple, Lord, I Come         LSB 981 sts. 1–5 
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Invocation  

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.      
C:  Amen. 

Generosity Praises                                           based on 1 Cor. 2:12; 2 Cor. 9:11; Prov. 11:25; Rom. 12:6,8; James 1:17 
P: We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God,  
C: that we may understand what God has freely given us. 
P: You will be made rich in every way  
C: so that you can be generous on every occasion. 
P: A generous person will prosper;  
C: The one who refreshes others will also be refreshed. 
P: We have different gifts, according to the grace,  
 the gift of God, given to us. If it is encouraging,   
C:   let him encourage;  
P: if it is contributing to the needs of others,       
C:   let him give generously;  
P: if it is leadership,           
C:   let him lead diligently;  
P: if it is showing mercy,          
C:   let him do it cheerfully. 
P: Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,  
C: coming down from the Father of lights.  Amen. 

Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness)                           based on Titus 3:3-7 

P: Confess—admit your sin before the Lord and before one another. 
C: In our sinful condition, we were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all 

kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating 
one another.  

P: But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,  

C: He saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done,  
P: but because of his mercy.   
C:   He saved us through the washing of rebirth— 
P: Your baptism into the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
C: He saved us through the renewal by the Holy Spirit— 
P: The Spirit He poured out on you generously through Jesus Christ our Savior,  

C: So that, now we are made right in God’s eyes. 
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P: You are justified by his grace, a free gift to you through God’s generosity.  You are 
forgiven, made right, justified in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen!  Now we inherit all the riches of the kingdom of God as His children. 
P: You inherit the gift of the hope of eternal life through Jesus Christ. 
C: Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
 

Hymn of Reconciliation   He Is Arisen! Glorious Word               LSB 488 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

P: The Lord be with you.     
C:   And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your cross.  

Forgive Your people their offenses that we, being governed by Your bountiful 
goodness, may enter at last into Your eternal paradise; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C:   Amen. 
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Anthem          “Let’s Just Praise the Lord”                      Adult Choir  

 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s truths. 

Chorus 
Let's just praise the Lord, Praise the Lord 
Let's just lift our hands t'ward heaven 
And praise the Lord 
Let's just praise the Lord, Praise the Lord 
Let's just lift our hands t'ward heaven 
And praise the Lord 
 

Verse 1 
We thank You for Your kindness 
We thank You for Your love 
We've been in heav'nly places 
Felt blessings from above 
We've been sharing all the good things 

The fam'ly can afford 
Let's just turn our praise t'ward heaven 
And praise the Lord 
 

Verse 2 
Just the precious name of Jesus 
Is worthy of our praise 
Let us bow our knee before Him 
Our hands to heaven raise 
When He comes in clouds of glory 
With Him to ever reign 
Let's lift our happy voices 
And praise His dear name   CCLI Song # 20065 

   

Old Testament Reading           Malachi 3:13–18 (ESV) 
13“Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How have 

we spoken against you?’ 14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of 
our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts? 15And 
now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the 
test and they escape.’” 

16Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid 
attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of 
those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name. 17“They shall be mine, says the 
LORD of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare 
them as a man spares his son who serves him.  

18Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the 
wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve him.” 
L: This is the Word of the Lord      
C:   Thanks be to God. 

Epistle (New Testament Letter)     Colossians 1:13–20 (ESV) 
13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 

kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all 

things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 
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17And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head 
of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord      
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 
Song for the Gospel  My Savior, My God 

 
 

Continues on next page 
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Holy Gospel               Luke 23:27–43 (ESV) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 23rd chapter.   C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
27And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of women who 

were mourning and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters 
of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 
29For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the 
wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30Then they will begin to 
say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do these 
things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 
33And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, 
and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his 
garments. 35And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, 
“He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 
36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37and saying, 
“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over 
him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the 
Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear 
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God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed 
justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done 
nothing wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” 43And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise.” 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   C:   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day                If Your Beloved Son, O God    LSB 568 

 

 

 

 
 

5 My guilt, O Father, You have laid 
    On Christ, Your Son, my Savior. 
Lord Jesus, You my debt have paid 
    And gained for me God’s favor. 

O Holy Spirit, Fount of grace, 
The good in me to You I trace; 
    In faith and hope preserve me. 



Sermon                    “Here Comes the Reconciler”          Luke 23:27-43 

Offering & Prayer Requests  

In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Special Presentation “Park Bench” Video 

 

Prayers 

Communion Distribution 

 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders 
distribute the wine—with individual cups or 
common cup.  The individual trays also contain 
alcohol-removed wine in the center of each tray in 
the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to 
the communion rail, row by row, starting with the 
front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may 
remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   
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The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     

All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe, we ask that you wait 
to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite those who are not 
communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.  
 
Preparation for the Lord’s Supper & Lord’s Prayer               LSB 290, 203, & others 

P: I will go to the altar of God,   
C:   to God, my exceeding joy. 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
C:   who made heaven and earth. 
P: Since we are gathered to receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in 

the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and that we 
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, and in His 
incredible generosity shown to us in the death of His only Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.  In perfect love for us Jesus Christ our God and Lord became 
incarnate, died, and rose for our sake. He bestows the benefits of His 
redeeming work on us as He places His body and blood into our mouths in the 
Sacrament of the Altar.  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord's death until He comes. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
P: We pray: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for 
the final judgment.  So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     
C:   And also with you.  
 (We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 

 
First Distribution Hymn   Not What These Hands Have Done   LSB 567 

 

 
 

5 Thy grace alone, O God, 
    To me can pardon speak; 
Thy pow’r alone, O Son of God, 
    Can this sore bondage break. 

 
6 I bless the Christ of God, 

    I rest on love divine, 
And with unfalt’ring lip and heart 
    I call this Savior mine. 
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Second Distribution Hymn  How Can I Thank You, Lord                    LSB 703 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O Father, God of love, 
    Now hear my supplication; 
O Savior, Son of God, 
    Accept my adoration; 
O Holy Spirit, be 
    My ever faithful guide 
That I may serve You here 
    And there with You abide. 
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Common Dismissal 

P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….          
C:   Amen. 

Generosity Praises         based on Psalm 106:1-5,47-48 
P: Praise the Lord.  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
C:    his love endures forever. 
P: Who can proclaim the mighty acts of the Lord or fully declare his praise? 
C:  Remember us, O Lord, when you show favor to your people, 
     come to our aid when you save them, 
P: that we may enjoy the prosperity of your chosen ones, 
     that we may share in the joy of your nation 
C: So we may join your inheritance in giving praise. 
P: Save us, O Lord our God, 
C: and gather us from the nations, 
P: So that we may give thanks to your holy name and glory in your praise. 
C: Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 
P: Let all the people say, “Amen! Praise the Lord.” 
C: Amen! Praise the Lord. 

Benediction 

P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
 bless and preserve you.      
C:   Amen. 
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Closing Hymn               When Peace, like a River                              LSB 763 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements 

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,  
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 



16 

 

 

 


