Wednesday, December 21, 2016
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647

Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org
Website: www.BethelGurnee.org

SPECIAL WORSHIP SCHEDULE
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES

Saturday, December 24
6:00 p.m. in Gym & 11:00 p.m. in Sanctuary

CHRISTMAS DAY FESTIVAL Sunday, December 25
10:00 a.m. with Holy Communion in Gym

NEW YEAR’S DAY

Sunday, January 1
10:00 a.m. with Holy Communion in Sanctuary

Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists,
Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses
you as he has blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people find the right
place for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you
in that spiritual journey. Please take a moment to complete an attendance card and
place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This card will help us connect with
you.

NURSERY

We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the
nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the
nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym.

SERVING TODAY
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ADVENT PROPHETS
This service draws from readings often used for the weeks of Advent,
the Old Testament prophets who pointed to the first Advent of Jesus, His birth,
and His Second Advent still to come.
Entrance Words and Invocation
based on Jeremiah 33:14-16
P: “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the LORD.
C: When He will fulfill the promise He made to all of His people.
P: In those days and at that time
the LORD will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David.
C: That Branch is a son of David. That Branch is Jesus, the Son of God.
P: The Branch shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.
C: In those days the LORD’s people will be saved
and His Church will dwell securely.
P: And this is the name by which the Church will be called:
C: The LORD is our righteousness.
P: What does that name mean?
C: We, His people, are righteous through His righteousness.
We are holy because He makes us holy through His Son.
P: Let us remember our baptisms,
when the Lord became our righteousness…
in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen!
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Opening Hymn
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Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord

Bruise for me the serpent’s head
That, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to You in faith,
Safely kept through life and death.
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Then when You will come again
As the glorious king to reign,
I with joy will see Your face,
Freely ransomed by Your grace.

Preparation for God’s Word
based on Malachi 3:1-7b
P: “Behold, I send my messenger
and he will prepare the way before me,” says the Lord.
C: This is John the Baptist who announced that the Messiah is Jesus.
P: Shall we rejoice that the LORD has sent His messenger,
that the Messiah Jesus has come into our midst?
C: Yes, we shall rejoice; but our sin causes us to fear His coming.
P: The Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple.
C: But who can endure the day of his coming,
and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire
burning away the worthless material in us.
He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,
and he will purify us from all our sin.
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P: And the LORD declares to you today
that His mercies are new every morning. He says:
“I the LORD do not change;
therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed.
From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes
and have not kept them.
Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD of hosts.
Your LORD has drawn you back to Himself through His Son, Jesus.
You have returned to the LORD through the work of the Holy Spirit.
You have returned and find forgiveness for all of your sins
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: And this is the name by which the Church will be called:
C: The LORD is our righteousness. Amen.
Versicles

(LSB, Advent)
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, You strengthened Your apostle Thomas
with firm and certain faith in the resurrection of Your Son. Grant us such faith
in Jesus Christ, our Lord and our God, that we may never be found wanting in
Your sight; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Old Testament Reading
Judges 6:36–40 (ESV)
36Then Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel by my hand, as you have said,
37behold, I am laying a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If there is dew on the
fleece alone, and it is dry on all the ground, then I shall know that you will save Israel
by my hand, as you have said.” 38And it was so. When he rose early next morning and
squeezed the fleece, he wrung enough dew from the fleece to fill a bowl with water.
39Then Gideon said to God, “Let not your anger burn against me; let me speak just
once more. Please let me test just once more with the fleece. Please let it be dry on
the fleece only, and on all the ground let there be dew.” 40And God did so that night;
and it was dry on the fleece only, and on all the ground there was dew.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Epistle (New Testament Letter)
Ephesians 4:7, 11–16 (ESV)
7But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
11And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and
teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, 13until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14so
that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about
by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.
15Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is
the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and held together by
every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the
body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Introit for the Festival of St. Thomas
Psalm 89:1,5,15-16; antiphon (repeated verse): Psalm 31:14
P: I trust in you, O LORD; I say, “You are my God.”
C: I trust in you, O LORD; I say, “You are my God.”
I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever;
P: with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all generations.
Let the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD,
your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones!
Blessèd are the people who know the festival shout,
who walk, O LORD, in the light of your face,
who exult in your name all the day
and in your righteousness are exalted.
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
I trust in you, O LORD; I say, “You are my God.”
I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever. Amen.
Holy Gospel
John 20:24–29 (ESV)
24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said
to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the
mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”
26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.”
28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have believed.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
Hymn of the Day

Prepare the Royal Highway

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Sermon

“Thomas”
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Offering
Offering Prayer
P: Heavenly Father, God of all grace, govern our hearts that we may never forget
Your blessings but steadfastly thank and praise You for all Your goodness in
this life. We give You thanks for this day, especially for the good we were
permitted to give and to receive. The day is now past, and we commit it to
You. We entrust to You the night and rest in Your peace, for You are our help,
and You neither slumber nor sleep. Hear us for the sake of Jesus. C: Amen.
Prayer of the Church
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according
to their needs. Lord, we ask Your blessings on this congregation, that we may
be drawn closer together around Your Word and Sacraments and closer to You
as we celebrate the coming of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: Lord, we ask You to open our eyes to see all who do not yet have reason to
celebrate this season of joy. Many do not know Your love in Christ. Enable us
to see those in our midst who are hurting that we might be used by You to
touch and change their lives. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: When many will be experiencing great amount of stress, bring peace, O Lord, and
unity and comfort that we may be prepared to celebrate the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ in joy, not weariness. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: We pray, O Father, for the elderly in our midst, the homebound and hospitalized,
that during this season we may be aware of their need for companionship and
fellowship. Move us, O Lord, to make time for those who have been a blessing
to us over the years. Use us, O Lord, to be a blessing to them. Lord, in Your
mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
P: Lord, we entrust all for whom we pray to Your mercy,
asking You to hear us for Jesus’ sake.
C: Amen.
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Versicles

(LSB, Advent)

Benediction
P: Jesus shall stand and shepherd his flock
in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And you, His flock, shall dwell secure,
for now He shall be great to the ends of the earth.
And He shall be your peace.
The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless you and always watch over you.
C: Amen.
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based on Micah 5:2-5a

Closing Hymn
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

LSB 357 sts. 1–2, 5–6

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

Closing Antiphon (Verse)
P: O Emmanuel, our king and our Lord, the anointed for the nations and their Savior:
C: Come and save us, O Lord our God. Amen.
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We thank the following for beautifying our worship areas with poinsettias.
Sheila Bunnell - (2 plants) to the glory of God;
Theresa & David Carlson - in memory of Theresa’s parents and sisters;
Morrie & Carol Cook - (3 plants) in memory of daughter Hannah, parents Irene
Luhrsen, Morrie & Marge Cook;
Jim Franz - in memory of father, brother, sister and grandparents;
Steve & Jann Freehling - (2 plants) to the glory of God;
Nicole M. French - (3 plants) with thanks, gratitude & appreciation for Pastor, love & appreciation
for Kay Antonopoulos and the Leicht family;
Sue Frendreis - in memory of husband Michael Frendreis;
Paul & Linda Groh - (2 plants) to the glory of God;
Carla Hartman - (2 plants) in memory of Julia Kopetz and Betty Hartman;
Mark & Kathy Hipsher - in memory of Mark’s brother Ron Hipsher and Kathy’s sister Kim
Hallman;
Craig Johnsen - (10 plants) in memory of wife Donna J. Wheeler Johnsen and Cliff & Sophie
Johnsen;
Kazarian Family - in memory of Grace Gibson;
John & Karen Kozlik - (2 plants) to the glory of God;
Kristine E. Lindsey - (2 plants) in memory of son Nicholas and husband Garry;
Kim Maiore - (2 plants) to the glory of God;
Suzy Lietzau McCahey - (3 plants) in memory of loving parents Roger & Donna Lietzau, in
appreciation of Pastor Ben for his support & guidance through troubling times and to the glory
of God;
Scott & Diane Mundrick - to the glory of God;
Bill & Lynda Oesterreich - to the glory of God;
The Olson’s - (4 plants) in memory of Gayle’s parents Elaine & Gene Puetz;
Ronald & Deborah Olson - in memory of Sylvin & Adelyn Olson and Elmer & Marge Frank;
Diane Perkins - in memory of John Perkins;
Rasmussen, Souza, & Kazarian Families - (3 plants) in memory of William, Alice &
Mark Souza;
Bill & Midge Ratzburg - (2 plants) to the glory of God;
Jose & Claudine Rayos - (2 plants) in memory of Matthew & Patricia Koller and Jose Rayos, Sr.;
Jerry & Lauri Rizzo - in honor of their second wedding anniversary on December 27;
David & Cheryl Ross - (3 plants) in memory of Gordon & Carol Gillings and Wayne Harmon;
James & Jennifer Silasiri - (3 plants) in memory of son Micah Silasiri and in appreciation of
children Ryan & Ella Silasiri;
Jim & Jeannie Silasiri - in memory of grandson Micah Silasiri;
Ben & Susan Squires - (2 plants) in memory of Susan’s mom, Sam Foster;
Diane Swanson - (3 plants) in memory of Susan Squires’ mom and in appreciation of Carol Cook
& Lisa Schwarz;
Ted & Margie Tatgenhorst - to the glory of God;
Dawn Werfelmann - (2 plants) to the glory of God;
Paul Werfelmann - in memory of Paul & Bonnie Werfelmann;
Don & Deborah Wuethrick – (2 plants) in memory of Robert J. Neubig
and in appreciation of family all over US;
Ziegler Family - to the glory of God.
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