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4th Sunday after Epiphany 
January 29, 2017 

 

 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

 

Pastor Ben Squires  
Cell phone:  224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org 

 

Website:  www.BethelGurnee.org 
 

 

Praise Stations 
When we have a 5th Sunday in a month, we set up 
stations for people to post their praises & thanksgivings 
which then be offered by Pastor as our Worship Prayers 
for the day. Other requests can be submitted on 
attendance cards to be included in future Prayer Lists. 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist 

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has 
blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s 
word and serve His mission.  We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a 
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This 
card will help us connect with you. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus 
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven, 
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and 
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and 
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to 
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by 
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions 
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.  

NURSERY 
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down 
the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room 
at the far end of the gym. 
 

SERVING TODAY 

 
 

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
Karen and John Kozlik in celebration of their 44th wedding anniversary and 

Bill and Lynda Oesterreich in memory of Bill’s mom, Clara Grossklags. 
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DIVINE SERVICE I 
This service is from Divine Service, Setting One, in Lutheran Service Book.   

 
 

Opening Hymn   Christ the Eternal Lord    LSB 829 sts. 1–2, 4 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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Invocation  

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness) 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.      1 John 1:8-9 

P: We pause in silence to reflect on our personal sins that trouble us. 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father:  
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy)        LSB 152 
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This Is the Feast            LSB 155 
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

  

P: Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty 
we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all 
dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Anthem   “In the Name of the Father” 

 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His 
truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

 

In the name of the Father, 
In the name of the Son; 
In the name of the Holy spirit, I come. 
Buried with Jesus, rising to newness of life; 
Telling the world my joy has now begun. 
I dedicate my new life to Jesus; 
To follow Him in service and love.  

I’ve given Him my heart, 
now I’m part of His fam’ly; 
Rejoicing in this miracle from above. 
In the name of the Father, 
In the name of the Son; 
In the name of the Holy Spirit, I come. 
Telling the world my joy has now begun. 

 

Psalm Reading                Psalm 15 (ESV) 
1O LORD, who shall sojourn in your tent? Who shall dwell on your holy hill? 
 2He who walks blamelessly and does what is right and speaks truth in his heart; 
 3who does not slander with his tongue and does no evil to his neighbor, 
 nor takes up a reproach against his friend; 4in whose eyes a vile person is despised, 
but who honors those who fear the LORD; 
 who swears to his own hurt and does not change; 
 5who does not put out his money at interest 
 and does not take a bribe against the innocent. 
He who does these things shall never be moved. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Old Testament Reading       Micah 6:1–8(ESV) 
1Hear what the LORD says: 
 Arise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 
 2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 
 and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
  for the LORD has an indictment against his people, and he will contend with Israel. 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
 and redeemed you from the house of slavery,  
 and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 
5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 
 and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,  
 that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
6“With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? 
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 
 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
  Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
L: This is the Word of the Lord C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

Song of Praise   Micah 6:8
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Holy Gospel                          Matthew 5:1–12 (ESV) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th chapter. 
 
 
 

1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

 6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  
  for they shall be satisfied. 

7Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
10Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,  
 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Hymn of the Day             How Can I Thank You, Lord       LSB 703 sts. 1, 3, 5 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O Father, God of love, 
    Now hear my supplication; 
O Savior, Son of God, 
    Accept my adoration; 

O Holy Spirit, be 
    My ever faithful guide 
That I may serve You here 
    And there with You abide. 

Sermon          “What is an Acceptable Gift?”              Micah 6:1-8 

Public Stewardship Announcement 

Pastor Andy Barkley—Stewardship Chair  
 

Installation of Officers 

Offering 

Prayers from the Praise Stations 
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The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     

All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance 
to talk.  We invite those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and 
receive a blessing from the Lord.  

 

Communion Distribution 

 Pastor distributes the bread, and the 
Elders distribute the wine—with 
individual cups or common cup.  The 
individual trays also contain alcohol-
removed wine in the center of each 
tray in the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the 
center aisle to the communion rail, 
row by row, starting with the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the 
sanctuary, filling in starting with the 
outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, 
you may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   

 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 
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Preparation for the Lord’s Supper       LSB 160 

  

 

 

 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world 
You have made known to the nations in Your Son.  In Him, being found in the 
substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy)          LSB 161 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. (We offer one another a sign of peace) 

 
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)          LSB 163 
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First Distribution Hymn  How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds   LSB 524 

 

 

 
 

 

5 How weak the effort of my heart, 
    How cold my warmest thought! 
But when I see Thee as Thou art, 
    I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 

 
6 Till then I would Thy love proclaim 

    With ev’ry fleeting breath; 
And may the music of Thy name 
    Refresh my soul in death! 
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Second Distribution Hymn  For the Fruits of His Creation     LSB 894 

 

 

 

 

© 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

 

Common Dismissal 

P:  Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord…  C:   Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  C:   Amen. 

Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C:   Amen. 
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Closing Hymn    Thee Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower       LSB 694 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
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