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The BIG Buzz 

President’s Message: 
 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  As the light of another year begins to diminish and the 
sun rises on 2017, I wanted to provide a brief update from the Council to keep everyone 
informed. 
 

I have just entered my Holiday break from work and am beginning to realize that 
Vacation days anymore mean 6 hours of work instead of 10.  Luckily that means that I 
still have four more hours to reflect on a message.   
 

2016 was by definition a transition year.  The Congregation went through a refocusing 
process to help determine what gaps Bethel has in its current ministry that could be 
filled by a new position.  Ultimately this led to the creation of the new Equipping 
Coordinator role, which is designed to equip the Congregation to expand the ministry of 
Bethel to meet the needs of our members and community.  The Call Committee was 
formed to identify and screen potential candidates to fill this role.  The Call Committee is 
well on its way to collecting resumes and developing interview questions.  Once the 
committee narrows the field and makes its recommendations, the congregation will be 
part of the process of a making a final decision.    If you ever have any questions please 
email call@BethelGurnee.org.   

The creation of the Equipping Coordinator has given the Structure Committee enough 
detail to begin to define the new structure and policy-based governance for Bethel.  The 
team will begin meeting again in January with the following goals: 

 Define Bethel's Organizational Structure 
 Draft a new Policy Manual 
 Develop a template for the new Procedures Manual. 

 

We could use someone with Organizational design or Policy experience to join the team. 
If you are interested, or have any feedback for the team you can reach us at 
structure@BethelGurnee.org. 

I believe that we have also positioned Bethel well for the future.  We continue to invest 
to maintain the property of the Church and have created an eight year Budget forecast 
to help guide the long term decisions of the Council. 
 

I am honored to lead the Council again in 2017, so please feel free to tell me any issues, 
concerns, or ideas you have so we can include them in our planning for Bethel’s future.   
 

In closing, on behalf of the entire Council may God bless you and your family as we begin 
2017 and throughout the year. 
 
In Jesus, 
 

  Chad K Anderson 
Chad K Anderson 
Bethel President 
President@BethelGurnee.org 

 

Quarterly 
Voters’  

Meeting   
 

Sunday,  

January 22 

Time: TBD 

mailto:call@bethelgurnee.org
mailto:strucutre@bethelguree.org
mailto:President@BethelGurnee.org
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Preschool Newsletter... 

Happy New Year from Bethel Preschool!!!  We had 
a wonderful end of the year Christmas celebration 
with the preschoolers and their families.  We 
began the celebration with our devotion.  The 
children loved listening to Pastor Squires and 
singing all of the beautiful Christmas songs they 
had learned during December.  We then had a 
cookie party in the Fellowship Hall to celebrate 
Jesus’ birthday.  It is a wonderful way to end 2016.   

 
January is a favorite time of year at 
Bethel Preschool.  Both classes start 
traveling class projects that always 
bring great joy to the children.  The 
3-Day Class takes turns bring home 
Felix the rabbit.  He travels to each 

of the children’s homes and writes about his 
adventures in a letter, which is then mailed back 
to the preschool.  It is very exciting to have Felix 
come visit your house!  The 2-Day children take 
turns bringing home Carson the Snowman.  
Carson starts out very plain, but as he travels from 
home to home items get added and he 
turns out to be a very unique and 
special snowman each year!  We really 
enjoy these special projects each year.    

 
The Preschool is Hosting Fellowship and having   
a special 30th Anniversary celebration on      
Sunday, January 22.  This school year marks      
our 30th Anniversary and we are so excited to 
share our joy with you.  Please make sure to      
join us during Fellowship Hour that Sunday.  
 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 
Wed. January 11  - Bookmobile 
Mon. January 16 -  No School, Martin Luther 
   King Jr. Day 
Fri. January 20 – Vision and Hearing Screening 
Sun. January 22 – 30th Anniversary Celebration 
   at Fellowship 
 
SAVE THE DATE - Bethel Preschool’s annual 
rummage sale will be on Saturday, March 4.  If you 
received a lot of wonderful new things for 
Christmas, start saving your unwanted gently 
used items for our big fundraiser event. 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study 
With Pastor Squires 
9:30-10:30AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Series Starts January 8! 
Join anytime! 
 

The Bible Project is a Portland based non-profit that 
utilizes short-form, fully animated videos to make 
the biblical story accessible to everyone, 
everywhere. We will use these videos to explore 
the New Testament, book by book, getting a good 
overview of each book as well as its key events & 
themes. 
 

This study will be great for: 

1) Those who don’t feel they know much about 
the Bible 

2) Those who feel like they know a little about 
the Bible but it’s incomplete 

3) Those who’ve studied the Bible a lot, but aren’t 
sure how to talk to others about it in basic 
ways 

4) Those who think they don’t need to study the 
Bible, but have realized that’s kind of strange 
since faith in Jesus is based on the Bible 

 

Here’s what the Bible Project team says: 

We want to change how people read and use the 
Bible. For some, the Bible is used as a devotional 
grab bag. For others it is a instructional manual that 
fell out of the sky. And for many, it is an oppressive 
book of out-dated rules used to control people. We 
believe that the Bible is a divine-human book that 
speaks God’s word to his people. We think it points 
people to Jesus, who has power to change individuals 
and whole communities. When we let the biblical 
story speak for itself, we believe it has immense 
wisdom to offer the modern world. 
 

Join us on Sunday, January 8, or jump in on any 
Sunday you’re available. 
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New sessions 
for  

Bridges Out of Poverty 
Two new sessions of Bridges Out of  
Poverty are coming up: Thursdays,           
Jan. 26, Feb. 2 & 9 at 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.        
OR Wednesdays, April 19, 26 & May 3 at 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Choose one session. 
Register online at www.livingjustly.us/
register. 

Bridges Out of Poverty is a workshop 
designed to help us recognize the hidden 
rules of generational poverty, middle class, 
and wealth. For example, attitudes about 
time, types of support systems, and 
resources can be different. Understanding 
differences helps us to build relationships 
with patience, generosity, and without 
judgment. 

This workshop will be of particular 
interest if you volunteer with COOL, 
PADS, Love INC, or another ministry to 
people in economic need. 

- Susan Squires (susan@livingjustly.us) 

 

 

New Book  
Discussion 

Group 
In January & February I will host an 
informal book discussion of Disunity in 
Christ: Uncovering the Hidden Forces that 
Keep Us Apart. The author challenges us to 
find our identity in Christ, rather than in 
our association with certain social, 
political, or religious groups. We need to 
talk about this! I hope you can come. 

We will meet on Tuesday evenings, Jan 10 
- Feb 14, 6:30—7:30 p.m. (This is 
concurrent with confirmation, first 
communion, and FEET.) 

I'll order books ($10 each) and get them to 
you before the first meeting. Contact me to 
register. 

- Susan Squires (susan@livingjustly.us) 

Thank You 
 

Dear Bethel family,  

God continues to bring blessing and 
encouragement to us through you and your 
generosity to our family. Thank you for the 
many thoughtful cards and gifts we received 
from you at Christmas -- gifts that we see as 
continual reminders of the greatest gift we 
all have received in the birth of Jesus Christ.  

In the love of Christ,  

Pastor, Susan, Sam, Jude & Owen Squires  

Altar Flowers 2017  
Sign-up 

The altar flower sign up for 2017 is in 
the back of church. Cost for an arrangement is 
$25. This can be put in the offering in either the 
yellow "Special Offering for Altar Guild" envelope 
in the front of your envelope box or in a generic 
envelope and clearly mark it  "Altar Guild".  Altar 
flowers are a nice way to honor or remember 
someone or given to the glory of God. Your 
flowers may be taken home after the late service 
or if you wish, we can deliver them to someone 
such as a shut in or who is sick.   
 

 

Sunday School 
Thank you to all who donated to the 
COOL offering during Sunday School 
and the Children's service. We donated 
14 holiday meals with our offerings. 

We will continue giving our offerings to COOL for 
this quarter.  

Remember to bring your bags of food to donate to 
the food pantry on Epiphany Sunday, January 8th. 
We will collect the food during the services and 
deliver it to COOL food pantry the following 
week. We often forget about those in need after 
the holidays but their needs continue. We look 
forward to being generous givers throughout the 
whole year.  
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Equipping Coordinator 
Candidates 

Deadline:  January 1, 2017 
 

The Call Committee requests    
that church members provide   
the committee with the names    
of possible candidates for          
the position of Equipping 
Coordinator by January 1, 2017.  The Call 
Committee has gathered an extensive list         
of candidates and now needs to transition     
into the evaluation stage.  Names can be sent   
to the committee thru an email 
to call@bethelgurnee.org.   

 

Annual Voters’ Meeting 
Recap 

To keep the full congregation updated on the 
decisions please see the highlights below: 
 2017 Budget approved.  Total Budget $8,214 

less than 2016.   
 Positions Elected 
 Council positions elected  
      Chad Anderson - President  
      President Elect- Vacant 
      Recording Secretary- Vacant    
      Treasurer - Tony Brazda 
       Financial Secretary - Morrie Cook 
 Elder positions elected  
       Tom Pipia - Spiritual Oversight  
       JJ Jones- Worship 
       Tom Arnold - Disciple Care, 6 vacancies 

 Approved Property Expense for Phase 1 
(2016) and Phase 2 (2017): sound 
deadening in fellowship hall. 

 2015 Audit Report Accepted 
For additional details or any questions please 
contact Chad (president@bethelgurnee.org).  

 

 

Youth and Family Ministry 
 

Remember BLAST 
Sundays! 

1st Sunday of the Month: On the 
first Sunday of every month we will be 
combining the middle school and high 

school bible study hour together! We are also making it 
share – a – treat day. December was our first time trying 
this and it was wonderful! This month we will do this 
on January 8th and the high school team will take the 
lead. We will still meet in the middle school room 
downstairs. Hope to see you then! 
 

3rd Sunday of the Month: “Footloose Sundays” - every 
third Sunday of the month, the middle and high school 
youth will switch it up and sit with various adult leaders 
from the congregation at either the 8 AM or 10:45 
AM worship.    
 

Progressive Dinner  
BLAST High School Youth – Who wants to go out to eat?!? 
We will be having the BLAST progressive dinner 
on Sunday, January 22nd. All high school youth are 
invited to attend. We will meet at Bethel and carpool for 
our adventure together. More details to come! Please 
text Nichole Todd at 847-693-8927 or 
email youth@bethelgurnee.org if you can join us.  

 

Youth Group Gift Card  
Fundraiser 

 

Thank you to everyone who participated 
in the youth gift card program in 
2016.  Over $1200 was raised for the 
Youth Special Fund, thanks to your 

efforts.  We will continue the program in 2017.  If there 
are any stores/vendors you would like to see added to 
our current list, please contact me  (snsbest@gmail.com), 
and I will see if they participate in the program.  The 
deadlines for future orders will typically be the first 
Sunday of each month, but I will post the date if it 
changes.  The next order deadlines are as follows:  

 

Jan:  January 8th  Feb:  February 5th 
 

Thanks again for your support.   

C.O.O.L. ~ Food of the Month  

Peanut Butter 
Place non-perishable items in the  

box in the sanctuary hallway. 

Remembrance 
 

Frank A. Bonora 
Bethel member, passed to eternal life on  

October 26, 2016. 

We keep his wife Marge and family in our prayers.  

mailto:call@bethelgurnee.org
mailto:president@bethelgurnee.org
tel:(847)%20693-8927
mailto:youth@bethelgurnee.org
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To: 

The BIG BUZZ        October  2012  

Church office hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, 

& Thursday 
9:00 a.m.— 3:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday & Friday  
9:00 a.m.— 12:00 p.m. 

 

 

Pastor’s weekly hours 

are posted outside his 

office door. 

Bethel Lutheran Church 

5110 Grand Ave. 

Gurnee, IL  60031 

Sundays at 8:00 a.m. 

and 10:45 a.m.  
 

Holy Communion:  

1st, 3rd, & 5th 

Sundays  

COOL  Ministries Thank you letter: 
 
It is with sincere appreciation that we acknowledge your generous donation to 
the COOL Ministries in the amount of $425 in honor of Bethel’s 50 years of 
ministry and your supporting partners. We are blessed by your kindness and 
generosity. 
 
Individuals throughout Lake County struggle daily to provide basic necessities 
(food and shelter)  for their families.  In Fiscal Year 2016 COOL provided food to 
64,905 individuals for a total of 766,860 meals. 
. . . 

Congratulations on your 50th Anniversary and a grateful thank you for the 
support Bethel has provided to COOL Ministries in helping us to Feed the Hungry 
and House the Homeless. 
 
Warmest Regards, 
 
Diane Thackston 
Executive Director 


