6th Sunday after Epiphany
February 12, 2017
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647
Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org
Website: www.BethelGurnee.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord
blesses you as he has blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people
find the right place for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission. We’d love
to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a moment to complete an
attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This card
will help us connect with you.

NURSERY

We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary,
the nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the
gym, the nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym.

SERVING TODAY

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
Craig Johnsen in memory of wife, Donna Wheeler Johnsen and
Margie and Ted Tatgenhorst in celebration of their 46th wedding anniversary (2/13).
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1 CORINTHIANS SERVICE
Worship in a traditional order that uses portions of 1 Corinthians.
Anthem
Opening Hymn

Children’s Choirs
Fruitful Trees, the Spirit's Sowing

LSB 691

© 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Invocation (Based on 1 Corinthians 1:2-3)
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: To the church of God, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy,
C: Together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
P: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
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Confession and Absolution (Based on 1 Corinthians 10:6-13, 15:56-57, 5:7a)
P: Paul warns the Corinthians from Israel’s history: “Do not be idolaters,”
“we should not test the Lord,” and “do not grumble.” “So if you think you are
standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! No temptation has seized you
except what is common to man. And God is faithful; He will not let you be
tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, He will also
provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.” Do you recognize that
you are tempted in many ways?
C: Yes.
P: “The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.”
All: “But thanks be to God!
He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.”
P: “For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed” for our sins.
C: Amen!
Hymn of Praise

Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious
(based on 1 Corinthians 15:56-57)
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LSB # 548, st. 1

Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, Savior of the world, help us ever to seek You and
to seek others for You, that Your harvest may be full and we may join those
from every tribe and nation at the heavenly feast, where You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 61:10–11 (ESV)
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to sprout up before all the nations.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Epistle (New Testament Letter)
1 Corinthians 3:1–9 (ESV)
1But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the
flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready
for it. And even now you are not yet ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For while
there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a
human way? 4For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are
you not being merely human?
5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the
Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So
neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the
growth. 8He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages
according to his labor. 9For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s
building.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Song of Praise

Blessed Be Your Name
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Holy Gospel
Matthew 9:35–38 (ESV)
35And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease
and every affliction. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them,
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he
said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38therefore
pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day

Preach You the Word

5 Of all his scattered plenteousness
One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat,
And bears a harvest hundredfold:
“Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!”

LSB 586; tune: 902

6 Preach you the Word and plant it home
And never faint; the Harvest Lord
Who gave the sower seed to sow
Will watch and tend His planted Word.

© 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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Sermon

“The Grower”

1 Corinthians 3:1-9

Confession of Faith
1 Corinthians 15:1-6a,20-22,58
P: Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which
you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved,
if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in
vain. For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance:
C: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to
Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of
the brothers at the same time. Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the
resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in
Christ all will be made alive. Amen.
P: Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the
Lord is not in vain. Amen.
Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offertory (we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)
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LSB 685, st. 4 alt.

Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Benediction (Blessing) (Based on 1 Corinthians 1:5,7-9 & 16:23)
P: “In Christ Jesus you have been enriched in every way—in all your speaking and in
all your knowledge. Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly
wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will keep you strong to the
end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: God, who has called us into fellowship with His Son Jesus Christ, is faithful.”
P: The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.
C: Amen.
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Closing Hymn

On What Has Now Been Sown

LSB 921

Announcements

Acknowledgements
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Dear Bethel Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for your generous donations
in 2016! We have been partners in ministry
together for 5 years! We are so humbled by
your generosity and also thankful to God to
have you as partners walking with us to love
and serve refugees in Istanbul Turkey.
God is doing amazing things here, before
Christmas, the mother and daughter of a family
from Syria we had been walking with for three
years gave their lives to Jesus. Shortly after
they received their Visas to go live in Germany with the husband, whom left the family almost
2 years ago hoping to gain asylum and legal status. Please pray for this family because the
husband has become more closed and conservative during their time apart, and the wife and
daughter still do not feel safe enough to tell him about their newfound faith in Jesus. We very
much wanted them to get baptized before they left, but the wife wants the whole family to be
baptized together (A family of 8 total). Please pray that this dream will become a reality and
that the whole family will come to know the Lord.
Also, the small Arabic fellowship that I have been leading has suddenly exploded and we have
lots of new families attending. About 80% of our new attendees are NOT Christian, but are open
and interested. Please pray for God to grant me his wisdom and grace as I lead in ministering to
our friends.
My wife has begun teaching the African prenatal class on her own, and is enjoying her friendship
with the ladies. There are many women who are extremely vulnerable, some who were brought
into Turkey through human trafficking and managed to escape, but now have almost nothing
and are pregnant. Despite these hardships, the women are so strong, and trust in the Lord.
Please pray especially for a woman named "H" who just gave birth to a baby with spina bifida.
Her husband has left her, and the baby is paralyzed. Sometimes the suffering is so great, and it
is so painful to see even newborn babies suffering the injustices of the world, but God is great
and faithful, and offers hope. Please pray for this sweet family.
Thank you again so much for your partnership with us as we work to walk alongside refugees in
love and truth. We were so blessed to visit your church this summer and are keeping you also in
our hearts and prayers. Please let us know if you have specific pray requests, we would be
honored to pray for you!
Much love,
[Bethel’s Missionary Friends]
**Names omitted due to security concerns.**
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Saturday,
March 4

PRESCHOOL

Volunteers are Needed !!!
The Rummage Sale is the preschool's major annual fundraiser.
Our volunteers are critical and make a huge impact on the success of the sale!

Sign-up online at http://tinyurl.com/preschoolrummage2017 or
on the sheets displayed in the preschool hallway and by the kitchen.

There are many ways to pitch in:
Sunday, February 26 starting at noon after late service: set up tables and bring up
rummage from the basement.
Monday, February 27—Friday March 3 pricing, sorting, folding, and organizing
rummage.
Saturday, March 4 Rummage Sale Day! Lots of ways to help! We'll need cashiers,
baggers, people to carry items, people to fold and organize, people to direct shoppers, and a
clean-up crew at the end of the day. There is a delicious, free lunch provided for all workers
on Saturday. Please consider signing-up to help.

Rummage Drop-off

Drop-off begins on Sunday, February 26 at noon after late
service. It continues Monday - Thursday morning between 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. and from
6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. each evening. (Drop-off will be unavailable from 3:00-6:00 p.m.
each day and the door to the gym will be locked.) We ask that all items are dropped-off
by Thursday to allow for sorting and pricing.

Accepted Items

Items accepted are clothes, baby items, toys, games, knick knacks,
linens, kitchen items, books, shoes, etc. (No computers or TV's please.) If you have a larger
item you wish to donate, such as furniture, we ask that you please contact the Preschool
Office at (847)244–9672 or preschool@bethelgurnee.org, to make sure we can accept the
item.
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