2nd Sunday of Easter
April 23, 2017
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647
Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org
Website: www.BethelGurnee.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord
blesses you as he has blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people
find the right place for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission. We’d love
to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a moment to complete an
attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This card
will help us connect with you.

NURSERY

We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary,
the nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the
gym, the nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________

SERVING TODAY

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
Craig Johnsen in memory of wife Donna Wheeler Johnsen and
Kelley Dorner in celebration of Lexi’s 15th birthday.
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EASTER REFRAINS
An order of service using many refrains and hymn verses continuing the season of Easter.

Opening Verse

Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen

© 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Proclamation
P: Christ is risen.
C: He is risen indeed!
P: Christ is risen.
C: He is risen indeed!
P: Christ is risen.
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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LSB 474 sts. 1, ref

Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Sing to the Lord and bless His name,
proclaim His salvation from day to day.
C: Give to the Lord all glory and strength,
give Him the honor due His name.
P: Now is Christ risen from the dead
and become the firstfruits of them that sleep.
C: Give to the Lord all glory and strength,
give Him the honor due His name.
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C: Give to the Lord all glory and strength. Alleluia, alleluia.
Proclamation Verse

Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen

LSB 474 ref

Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness)
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, urgently asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth.
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
P: Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that
we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by
thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite
mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your
Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true
obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,
I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s
resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus
is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen.
(10:45) Baptism (see pages 15 & 16)
Anthem

“Because He Lives”

Adult Choir

God sent His son, they called Him, Jesus;
Chorus: Because He lives, I can face tomorrow,
He came to love, heal and forgive;
Because He lives, all fear is gone,
He lived and died to buy my pardon,
Because I know, I know
An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives!
He holds the future,
Chorus
And life is worth the living,
Just because He lives!
How sweet to hold a newborn baby,
And feel the pride and joy he gives;
But greater still the calm assurance:
This child can face uncertain days Because He Lives!
Chorus
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Introit (Entrance Verses) for the 2nd Sunday of Easter
Psalm 105:1–5, 8;
P: Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk,
antiphon (repeated verse): 1 Peter 2:2–3
that by it you may grow up to salvation—
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
Oh, give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
C: make known his deeds among the peoples!
P: Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works!
Glory in his holy name;
C: let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!
P: Seek the LORD and his strength;
seek his presence continually!
C: Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
P: his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,
He remembers his covenant forever,
C: the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations,
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk,
that by it you may grow up to salvation—
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
C: Amen.
Children’s Message
Gospel Preparation (sing twice)

Hail Thee, Festival Day
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Holy Gospel
John 20:19–31(ESV)
th
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20 chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked
where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending
you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”
24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said
to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the
mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”
26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.”
28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have believed.”
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Gospel Response (sing twice)

Hail Thee, Festival Day
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Song of Praise

Jesus Messiah
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Reading from the Early Church
Acts 20:17–18b, 28, 31–32 (ESV)
17Now from Miletus [Paul] sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to
come to him. 18And when they came to him, he said to them:
“…28Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with
his own blood….31Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not
cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears. 32And now I commend you to
God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the
inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Epistle (New Testament Letter)
Ephesians 4:1–7, 11–16 (ESV)
1I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the
calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in love, 3eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to
the one hope that belongs to your call— 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God
and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 7But grace was given to
each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift.
11And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and
teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, 13until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14so
that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about
by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.
15Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is
the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and held together by
every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the
body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will
come to judge the living and the dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

10

Hymn of the Day

5

On Galilee's High Mountain

That ev’ryone He chooses,
For reasons of His own,
Will find in Christ his calling
To live His love alone.

LSB 835 sts. 1–5

His presence always leads us
Till time no more shall be;
Christ’s strength, His love, His comfort
Give us His victory.

© 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Sermon

Ephesians 4:11-16
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Collect (Prayer) for Growth in Grace
P: O Lord, our God, we acknowledge Your great goodness toward us and praise You
for the mercy and grace that our eyes have seen, our ears have heard, and our
hearts have known. We sincerely repent of the sins of this day and those in
the past. Pardon our offenses, correct and reform what is lacking in us, and
help us to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. Inscribe Your law upon our hearts, and equip us to serve You with holy
and blameless lives. In the emptiness of this present age keep us united by a
living faith through the power of Your Holy Spirit with Him who is the
resurrection and the life, Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. C: Amen.
Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offertory

The Lord, My God, Be Praised
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LSB 794 sts. 1–2

Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Proclamation
P: Alleluia.
We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;
C: death no longer has dominion over him. Alleluia.
P: Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.
C: Alleluia.
P: Christ is risen.
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
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Closing Hymn

Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven

LSB 477

Public domain; admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.; © 1982 Jubilate Hymns Ltd.

Announcements
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ORDER OF HOLY BAPTISM
for

Andrew Manzella

Son of Vince & Jennifer Manzella
Scripture Speaks to Us
Concerning Holy Baptism:
We read in the Gospel of Mark that when the
disciples saw people bringing their children to
Jesus that they tried to keep the children away. Then Jesus got upset
with them and said, “Let the children come to me; for the Kingdom of
God belongs to them. Whoever does not receive the kingdom of God
like a child shall not enter it.”…
Receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your forehead and upon
your heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified.
The Ongoing Commitment of Parents
The Ongoing Commitment of the Congregation
Pastor: Today this congregation, the Christians gathered in this place
need to make a commitment to this child and his family. We
cannot hope to learn about God on our own; we need the
encouragement and support of fellow believers. This family
needs that from you. This congregation has the responsibility
of making sure that word of God is proclaimed and taught in
this place, so that Andrew and his family can learn about Jesus.
Are you willing to accept this responsibility? If so, answer by
saying: “Yes, with the help of God.”
Cong: Yes, with the help of God.
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The Ongoing Commitment of Sponsors
The Confession of Faith
This child is to be baptized into the Christian Church, into the faith we
confess. That we believe in God the Father, who is the Creator. We believe in
God the Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior. We believe in the Holy Spirit, who
works in our hearts. This is our faith; this is the faith Andrew is baptized into.
The Baptism
Andrew Vicenzo Manzella,
I baptize you in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Introduction of Baptized Child
Receiving of the Candle—
A Sign of the Light of Christ
Receive this candle as a sign of the Light of Christ that God has placed in you.
Jesus said, “You are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:14).

Prayer
Blessing

[Service continues again on page 5]
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