3rd Sunday of Easter April 30, 2017
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647
Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org
Website: www.BethelGurnee.org

Praise Stations
When we have a 5th Sunday in a month, we set up
stations for people to post their praises & thanksgivings
which then be offered by Pastor as our Worship Prayers
for the day. Other requests can be submitted on
attendance cards to be included in future Prayer Lists.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has
blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s
word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This
card will help us connect with you.

HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven,
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.

NURSERY

We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down
the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room
at the far end of the gym.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SERVING TODAY

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
The Silasiri Family in memory of Micah’s Birthday (5/1) and
The Swanson family in celebration of Lauren’s 16th (4/30) and Tanner’s 14th (4/16) birthdays.
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ALL GOD’S PEOPLE SING
This service is based on the Praise service in the hymn/songbook, All God’s People Sing.
Opening Hymn

Lord, This Day We've Come to Worship

Invocation
P: In the Name of God the Father:
C: Praise to our creating God!
P: In the Name of His Son, Jesus:
C: Praise to our redeeming God!
P: In the Name of God the Spirit:
C: Praise to our renewing God!
P: Let us join our thankful voices,
C: Amen! Amen! Praise the Lord!
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LSB 911

Confession (based on Psalm 51)
P: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your unfailing love;
C: according to Your great compassion, wipe out our sin.
P: Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C: have mercy on us.
P: Create in me a pure heart, O God,
C: and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
P: Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C: have mercy on us.
P: O Lord, open my lips,
C: and my mouth will declare Your praise.
P: Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C: have mercy on us. Amen.
Absolution (based on Psalm 103)
P: The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
He does not deal with you according to your sins,
nor repay you according to your iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
so far does he remove your transgressions from you.
According to this Word from the Lord, and by the command of our Lord Jesus
Christ, I, a called and ordained servant of the Word, forgive you your sins in
the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Bless the Lord, O my soul! Bless His Holy Name! Amen.
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Song of Praise

You Are My All in All

Words of Praise
P: From all that dwell below the skies, Let the Creator’s praise arise;
C: Alleluia! Alleluia!
P: Let the redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue.
C: Alleluia! Alleluia!
P: Eternal are Your mercies, Lord; Eternal truth attends Your Word;
C: Alleluia! Alleluia!
P: Your praise shall sound from shore to shore, ’Til suns shall rise and set no more.
C: Alleluia! Alleluia!

5

Old Testament Reading
Proverbs 4:1–5 (ESV)
1Hear, O sons, a father’s instruction,
and be attentive, that you may gain insight,
2for I give you good precepts;
do not forsake my teaching.
3When I was a son with my father,
tender, the only one in the sight of my mother,
4he taught me and said to me,
“Let your heart hold fast my words;
keep my commandments, and live.
5Get wisdom; get insight;
do not forget, and do not turn away from the words of my mouth.”
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Psalm Reading
1Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness!
You have given me relief when I was in distress.
Be gracious to me and hear my prayer!
6There are many who say,
“Who will show us some good?
Lift up the light of your face upon us, O LORD!”
7You have put more joy in my heart
than they have when their grain and wine abound.
8In peace I will both lie down and sleep;
for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Anthem

“Alleluia Fairest Morning”

Psalm 4:1, 6–8 (ESV)

Adult Choir

Holy Gospel
Luke 24:13–35 (ESV)
13
That very day [of the Resurrection], two of [the disciples] were going to a village
named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and they were talking with each
other about all these things that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing
together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16But their eyes were kept from
recognizing him.
17
And [Jesus] said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each
other as you walk?”
6

And they stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him,
“Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have
happened there in these days?”
19
And [Jesus] said to them, “What things?”
And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests and
rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21But we had hoped
that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day
since these things happened. 22Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They
were at the tomb early in the morning, 23and when they did not find his body, they came
back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive.
24
Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had
said, but him they did not see.”
25
And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken! 26Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things
and enter into his glory?” 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.
28
So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were
going farther, 29but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward
evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them.
30
When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and
gave it to them. 31And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished
from their sight.
32
They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on
the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 33And they rose that same hour and
returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were with them
gathered together, 34saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!”
35
Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the
breaking of the bread.
P: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Greeting and Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of
bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming
work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
C: Amen.
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Hymn of the Day

4

Who Are You Who Walk in Sorrow

At the font You claim and name us,
Born of water and the Word;
At the table still You feed us,
Host us as our risen Lord!

Who are we who travel with You
On our way through life to death?
Women, men, the young, the aging,
Wakened by the Spirit’s breath!
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LSB 476

For Stanza 5, we see that Jesus has risen from the dead,
our eyes are opened, and our tune changes. . .
Tune: LSB 477

“Al - le - lu - ia!

Al - le - lu - ia!”

Is

the Eas – ter hymn we sing!

Take our life, our joy, our wor - ship As the gift of love we bring

You have formed us all one_ peo-ple Called from ev – ’ry land and race.

Make the Church Your ser - vant bo – dy,

Sent to share Your heal–ing grace!

#476: © 2000 National Association of Pastoral Musicians. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Sermon

Luke 24:13-35

Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will
come to judge the living and the dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Offering
Offertory

Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide

(Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)

Prayers from the Praise Stations
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LSB 585 sts. 1,6, tune: 902

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed
are invited to receive Communion with us
if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,
and the wine is the blood of Christ,
truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe, we ask that you wait
to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk. We invite those who are not
communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.
Communion Distribution
• Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders
distribute the wine—with individual cups or
common cup. The individual trays also contain
alcohol-removed wine in the center of each tray in
the purple cups.
• Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.
• Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in
starting with the outside wall towards the center.
• Once you have received the elements, you may
remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.
• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.
• Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time.
Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts in praise to God.
C: We lift our hearts to the Lord.
P: Give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: We lift our hearts to the Lord.
P: We give thanks to the holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who defeated death and the grave. Because He rose from the
dead, we, too, will have new life. So let us sing and praise Him with the song
the angels sing.
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Sanctus (Holy)

LSB # 507, st. 2

The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)
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First Distribution Hymn

At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing

6

Now no more can death appall,
Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise,
And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia!

7

Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!
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LSB 633 sts. 1–4, 6–7

Second Distribution Hymn

5

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today

Soar we now where Christ has led;
Foll’wing our exalted Head.
Made like Him, like Him we rise;
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies.

6

LSB 469

Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n!
Praise to Thee by both be giv’n!
Thee we greet triumphant now:
Hail, the resurrection, Thou!

Thanksgiving Prayer
P: Let us pray: Lord Jesus Christ, we give you praise this day for all of your blessings,
especially for giving us your body and blood. Keep us through this meal to
always be under your care. Watch over us as we go throughout the day, so that
we may never wander from your way. This we pray in your name, for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
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Closing Hymn

Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen

LSB 474 sts. 1, ref, 2–3, 5

© 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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It’s not too late to attend

TODAY’S
Identity Theft Workshop at Bethel

Lead by Thrivent Representative Jerry Doran
Sunday, April 30 from Noon - 1:30 p.m.
Lunch will be provided at this FREE workshop.

Bethel member Don Wuethrick is coordinating the workshop, and he encourages you to
attend, saying: "I bought an iPhone 7 in Mississippi. BUT I have never been there.
Someone created a driver's license and used my social security number to do this. We are
all at risk of identity theft. The recent burglary at Bethel led me to being concerned for all
of us, and that's why I wanted us to hold this workshop."

Questions???? Contact Don Wuethrick
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(don.wuethrick@gmail.com).

