Sunday, June 18, 2017
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647
Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org
Website: www.BethelGurnee.org

If you have prayer requests you’d like included in our worship prayers,
please go to the one of the Prayer List stands and write them down.
They will be given to Pastor before the worship prayers.

339 North Lakewood Avenue, Waukegan, IL 60085

Mission: To mobilize local churches to transform lives and communities in the
Name of Christ.
Vision: To see a growing network of churches working together to restore
people in Lake County back to God, their own potential, and
their community.
Love In the Name of Christ enables churches in a community to pool their resources
and services so that those in need are not turned away.
•

Love INC verifies the request, then calls on churches to help fill the need

•

Church volunteers use their gifts and talents through specific, manageable
opportunities to serve others

•

Local churches serve across denominational lines, modeling unity of the Body of Christ

Location: 3621 Grand Avenue, Gurnee IL 60031
Phone: 224-637-8211
Hours: Wednesday 10am–8pm, Thursday & Friday 10am–6pm,
Saturday 9am–2pm
Like us on Facebook: @LovedTwiceThrift
Donation drop-off: At the Love INC warehouse, 339 Lakewood Avenue, Waukegan IL 60085
Drop-off hours: Monday-Tuesday & Thursday-Friday 9am-1pm (no Wednesday)

This is not your typical resale store!
Our volunteer-run thrift boutique is an inviting place for everyone in our community to find
‘new-to-you’ items that have been cleaned, organized, and presented with love.
We offer children’s and youth clothing, furniture and household items, home decor, and more!
Our donations are plentiful, so plan to visit us weekly for more deals.

All proceeds support the ministries of Love INC of Lake County.
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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Thursday 6:30 p.m. & Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays and the Thursday prior
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has
blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s
word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This
card will help us connect with you.

HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven,
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.

NURSERY

We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down
the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room
at the far end of the gym.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SERVING TODAY

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
Craig Johnsen in memory of his wife Donna Wheeler Johnsen.

ALL GOD’S PEOPLE SING
This service is based on the Praise service in the hymn/songbook, All God’s People Sing.
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Opening Song

Shout to the Lord
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Invocation
P: In the Name of God the Father:
P: In the Name of His Son, Jesus:
P: In the Name of God the Spirit:
P: Let us join our thankful voices,

C:
C:
C:
C:

Praise to our creating God!
Praise to our redeeming God!
Praise to our renewing God!
Amen! Amen! Praise the Lord!

Confession (based on Psalm 51)
P: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your unfailing love;
C: according to Your great compassion, wipe out our sin.
P: Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C: have mercy on us.
P: Create in me a pure heart, O God,
C: and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
P: Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C: have mercy on us.
P: O Lord, open my lips,
C: and my mouth will declare Your praise.
P: Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C: have mercy on us. Amen.
Absolution (based on Psalm 103)
P: The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
He does not deal with you according to your sins,
nor repay you according to your iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
so far does he remove your transgressions from you.
According to this Word from the Lord, and by the command of our Lord Jesus
Christ, I, a called and ordained servant of the Word, forgive you your sins in the
Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Bless the Lord, O my soul! Bless His Holy Name! Amen.
P: Every word of God proves true;
C: he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. Amen.
(Proverbs 30:5, VBS key verse)
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Song of Praise

Lord, I Lift My Name on High (sing twice)

Words of Praise
P: From all that dwell below the skies, Let the Creator’s praise arise;
C: Alleluia! Alleluia!
P: Let the redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue.
C: Alleluia! Alleluia!
P: Eternal are Your mercies, Lord; Eternal truth attends Your Word;
C: Alleluia! Alleluia!
P: Your praise shall sound from shore to shore, ’Til suns shall rise and set no more.
C: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Greeting and Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: O God, our refuge and strength, You have washed Your children in the waters of
Holy Baptism. Renew our hearts in the true faith, so that we will always know
Your forgiveness and accept Your good and gracious will; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. C: Amen.
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Psalm (read responsively)
Psalm 46:1-11 (ESV)
P: God is our refuge and strength,
C: a very present help in trouble.
P: Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,
C: though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
P: though its waters roar and foam,
C: though the mountains tremble at its swelling.
P: here is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
God will help her when morning dawns.
The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts.
C: The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
P: Come, behold the works of the LORD,
how he has brought desolations on the earth.
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire.
[He declares and commands in a strong voice:]
“Be still, and know that I am God.
I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”
C: The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was is the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Old Testament Reading
2 Kings 22:1-23:30 (selected verses) (The Message)
1-2 Josiah was eight years old when he became king. He ruled for thirty-one years in
Jerusalem….He lived the way GOD wanted. He kept straight on the path blazed by his
ancestor David, not one step to either left or right.
3-7 One day in the eighteenth year of his kingship, King Josiah sent the royal
secretary Shaphan…to The Temple of GOD with instructions: “Go to Hilkiah the high
priest and have him count the money that has been brought to The Temple of GOD that
the doormen have collected from the people. Have them turn it over to the foremen
who are managing the work on The Temple of GOD so they can pay the workers who
are repairing GOD’s Temple, all the carpenters, construction workers, and masons. Also,
authorize them to buy the lumber and dressed stone for The Temple repairs. You don’t
need to get a receipt for the money you give them—they’re all honest men.”
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8 The

high priest Hilkiah reported to Shaphan the royal secretary, “I’ve just found
the Book of GOD’s Revelation, instructing us in GOD’s ways. I found it in The Temple!”
He gave it to Shaphan and Shaphan read it.
9 Then Shaphan the royal secretary came back to the king and gave him an account of
what had gone on: “Your servants have bagged up the money that has been collected for
The Temple; they have given it to the foremen to pay The Temple workers.”
10 Then Shaphan the royal secretary told the king, “Hilkiah the priest gave me a
book.” Shaphan proceeded to read it to the king.
11-13 When the king heard what was written in the book, God’s Revelation, he ripped
his robes in dismay. And then he called for Hilkiah the priest, Shaphan the royal
secretary, and [others]. He ordered them all: “Go and pray to GOD for me and for this
people—for all Judah! Find out what we must do in response to what is written in this
book that has just been found! GOD’s anger must be burning furiously against us—our
ancestors haven’t obeyed a thing written in this book, followed none of the
instructions directed to us.”….[The men went to Huldah the prophetess and then took
her message back to the king.]
23 1-3 The king acted immediately, assembling all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem.
Then the king proceeded to The Temple of GOD, bringing everyone in his train—priests
and prophets and people ranging from the famous to the unknown. Then he read out
publicly everything written in the Book of the Covenant that was found in The Temple
of GOD. The king stood by the pillar and before GOD solemnly committed them all to the
covenant: to follow GOD believingly and obediently; to follow his instructions, heart and
soul, on what to believe and do; to put into practice the entire covenant, all that was
written in the book. The people stood in affirmation; their commitment was unanimous.
4-9 Then the king ordered Hilkiah the high priest, his associate priest, and The
Temple sentries to clean house—to get rid of everything in The Temple of GOD that had
been made for worshiping Baal and Asherah and the cosmic powers….
24 Josiah did this in obedience to the words of GOD’s Revelation written in the book
that Hilkiah the priest found in The Temple of GOD.
25 There was no king to compare with Josiah—neither before nor after—a king who
turned in total and repentant obedience to GOD, heart and mind and strength,
following the instructions revealed to and written by Moses. The world would never
again see a king like Josiah.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
L: Every word of God proves true;
C: he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. Amen.
(Proverbs 30:5, VBS key verse)
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Holy Gospel
Luke 23:32–43 (ESV)
32
Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33And
when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35And the people
stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save
himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming
up and offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save
yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”
39
One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ?
Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are
receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43And he said to him,
“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: Every word of God proves true;
C: he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. Amen.
(Proverbs 30:5, VBS key verse)
Gospel Response Song

How Majestic is Your Name (sing twice)
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Hymn of the Day

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

LSB 657

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Sermon

2 Kings 22-23
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Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there
are additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or
requests for others.
If you would like to make a donation to
the Vacation Bible School Mission Project—
Love INC Lake County, please use an envelope from
the lapboards in each row and mark it as “Love INC”.
Offertory

Lord Jesus Christ, With Us Abide

(Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)
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LSB 585 sts. 1,6; tune: 902

Prayers
The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed
are invited to receive Communion with us
if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,
and the wine is the blood of Christ,
truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe, we ask that you wait
to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk. We invite those who are not
communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.
Communion Distribution
• Pastor distributes the bread, and the
Elders distribute the wine—with individual
cups or common cup. The individual trays
also contain alcohol-removed wine in the
center of each tray in the purple cups.
• Each side will be ushered from the center
aisle to the communion rail, row by row,
starting with the front.
• Go to the rail on your side of the
sanctuary, filling in starting with the
outside wall towards the center.
• Once you have received the elements, you
may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.
• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.
• Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time.
Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts in praise to God.
C: We lift our hearts to the Lord.
P: Give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: We lift our hearts to the Lord.
P: We give thanks to the holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who defeated death and the grave. Because He rose
from the dead, we, too, will have new life. So let us sing and praise Him
with the song the angels sing.
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Sanctus (Holy)

LSB # 507, st. 2

The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)
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First Distribution Hymn

5

Preserve Your Word, O Savior

Preserve in wave and tempest
Your storm-tossed little flock;
Assailed by wind and weather,
May it endure each shock.
Stand at the helm, our pilot,
And set the course aright;
Then we will reach the harbor
In Your eternal light.

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

14

LSB 658

Second Distribution Hymn

Blessed Jesus, at Your Word

LSB 904

Thanksgiving Prayer
P: Let us pray: Lord Jesus Christ, we give you praise this day for all of your blessings,
especially for giving us your body and blood. Keep us through this meal to always
be under your care. Watch over us as we go throughout the day, so that we may
never wander from your way. This we pray in your name, for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen.
Declaration
P: Every word of God proves true;
C: he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. Amen.

(Proverbs 30:5, VBS key verse)

Benediction
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: Amen.
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Closing Song

Thy Word Is a Lamp

LSB 973

© 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company; admin. EMI . Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Announcements
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Dear Bethel CongregationOur Mighty Fortress VBS at Bethel this week was a huge success! We
sang strong, made awesome crafts, played fun games and learned that in
Jesus, the Victory is won!
Thank you to all of you who donated food, drinks or supplies! And a
HUGE thank you to all our incredible volunteers who donated their time,
energy and love to help make VBS memorable for the kids! VBS is a very
important tool we use every year to serve our congregation and community
and you were ALL part of that. May God bless the efforts we put in this
week and keep all the families and children in His loving care.
Thanks again!
Kylie Brazda and Andrea & Jeremy Little
VBS Directors 2017
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