
Sermon & Bible Study Series – Fall 2017 
On October 31, 2017, the Church celebrates the 500th anniversary of the Reformation—when 

Martin Luther and others called the Church back to the Word of God, to the Gospel, to salvation 
by grace alone through faith alone by Christ alone. Our series explores the causes of Luther’s 
reforms—while acknowledging those same causes are reasons for reform in our individual lives 
and in our life together as a church— continually called back to the truth of God’s Word. 

 

Propitiation 
“The sacrifice of Jesus on the cross serves as the price (propitiation) that turns aside God’s wrath.”  

A major reason for the Reformation was to ensure that the Church taught that the propitiation 

was fully and only through the work of Jesus Christ—not our own efforts. 
 

 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, September 17, 2017 

 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

 

Pastor Ben Squires  
Cell phone:  224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org 

 

Website:  www.BethelGurnee.org 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month  
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has 
blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s 
word and serve His mission.  We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a 
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This 
card will help us connect with you. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus 
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven, 
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and 
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and 
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to 
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by 
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions 
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.  

NURSERY 
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down 
the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room 
at the far end of the gym. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

SERVING TODAY 

 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
Craig Johnsen in memory of his wife Donna Wheeler Johnsen. 
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Opening Song/Call to Worship         10,000 Reasons  
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DIVINE SERVICE I 
This service is from Divine Service, Setting One, in Lutheran Service Book.   

Opening Hymn   A Mighty Fortress Is Our God    LSB 656 
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Invocation  

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.        
C:   Amen. 

Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness) 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.                  1 John 1:8-9 

P: We pause in silence to reflect on our personal sins that trouble us. 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father:  
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, 
I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy)        LSB 152 
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This Is the Feast                                LSB 155 

 

 

 

 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

  

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, heavenly Father, You gave courage to Your servants, 
the Reformers, to confess the true faith during the 16th century. May we 
continue steadfast in our confession of the apostolic faith and to suffer all, even 
death, rather than fall away from it; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
 

Psalm Reading              Psalm 103:1–12 (ESV) 
1Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
 and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
2Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 
 3who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 
 4who redeems your life from the pit, 
 who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
 5who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
6The LORD works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. 
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 7He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel. 
8The LORD is merciful and gracious,  
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
  9He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. 
 10He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
  nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
11For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
 so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
12as far as the east is from the west,  
 so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord C:   Thanks be to God. 

Epistle (New Testament Letter)         Romans 3:21–28 (ESV) 
21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 

although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It 
was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a 
law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith 
apart from works of the law.  
L: This is the Word of the Lord C:   Thanks be to God. 

Anthem  “Praise the Lord, Ye Congregation”   Adult Choir 

•  Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His 
truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

 

Praise the Lord, Ye congregation in His sanctuary at the holy hour; 
Praise the Lord, ye congregation, in the lovely firmament of His wondrous pow’r! 
     Praise Him with the sound of trumpet, With the harp His praises ring; 
     Praise Him with the clashing timbrel Every voice proclaim Him King: 
Praise the Lord, Ye congregation in His sanctuary at the holy hour; 
Praise the Lord, ye congregation, in the lovely firmament of His wondrous pow’r! 
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     Praise Him with stringed instruments, Let the mighty organ play; 
     Praise Him with high sounding cymbals Everything with breath now say: 
Praise the Lord, Ye congregation in His sanctuary at the holy hour; 
Praise the Lord, ye congregation, in the lovely firmament of His wondrous pow’r! 
Praise the Lord, ye congregation—Praise ye the Lord! 

Holy Gospel           Matthew 18:21–35 (ESV) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter. 

 
21 Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against 

me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?”  
22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven. 
23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 

settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him 
who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master 
ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to 
be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant 
released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he 
found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, 
he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down 
and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and 
went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants 
saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported 
to their master all that had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to 
him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 
33And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 
34And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 
35So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother from your heart.” 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Hymn of the Day         Through Jesus’ Blood and Merit     LSB 746; tune 915 

 

Sermon      “Propitiation”   Matthew 18:21-35 

Responsory 

P: We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus is the propitiation for our sins. 
C: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
P: Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
C: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
P: We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus is the propitiation for our sins. 
C: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. Amen. 
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Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     

All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 

• Pastor distributes the bread, and the 
Elders distribute the wine—with individual 
cups or common cup.  The individual trays 
also contain alcohol-removed wine in the 
center of each tray in the purple cups. 

• Each side will be ushered from the center 
aisle to the communion rail, row by row, 
starting with the front.   

• Go to the rail on your side of the 
sanctuary, filling in starting with the 
outside wall towards the center.   

• Once you have received the elements, you 
may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   

• Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 
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Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 

   LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy)          LSB 161 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    

C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 

Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)       LSB 163 
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First Distribution Hymn         Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us      LSB 851 
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Second Distribution Hymn    The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord     LSB 634 sts. 1–5, 8 

 

 

 

5 We dare not ask how this can be, 
But simply hold the mystery 
And trust this word where life begins: 
“Given and shed for all your sins.” 

Common Dismissal 

P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….           
C:   Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

8 Help us sincerely to believe 
That we may worthily receive 
Your Supper and in You find rest. 
Amen! They who believe are blest. 
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Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be 
 gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C:   Amen. 

Closing Hymn     The Lamb                 LSB 547 sts. 1, ref, 4–5 

 

 

 

Announcements 
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