Sermon & Bible Study Series – Fall 2017
On October 31, 2017, the
Church celebrates the
500th anniversary of the
Reformation—when
Martin Luther and
others called the Church
back to the Word of
God, to the Gospel, to
salvation by grace alone
through faith alone by
Christ alone.

Technically speaking, Lutherans are not “protestors.” Luther and the others always wanted to
“reform” the Church. They never intended to leave or rebel; they wanted to call the Church
back to the whole truth of the Gospel. However, the Lutherans were also not going to go
quietly into the night. The more the Roman Church pushed back against their teaching based
on the Scriptures, the more the Lutherans raised their voices—like protestors.

17th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, October 1, 2017
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647
Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org
Website: www.BethelGurnee.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has
blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s
word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This
card will help us connect with you.

HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven,
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.

NURSERY

We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down
the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room
at the far end of the gym.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SERVING TODAY

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
Paul and Kathy DeLassus to the Glory of God.
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500TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE REFORMATION
This service is compiled from Scripture and the Book of Concord in celebration of the
500th Anniversary of the Reformation—October 31, 1517.
“Concordia comes from two Latin words meaning ‘with’ and
‘heart.’ It describes a commitment to the truth so strong and so
deep, it is as if those who share it have a single heart beat. The
Book of Concord contains documents which Christians from the
fourth to the 16th century A.D. explained what they believed
and taught on the basis of the Holy Scriptures. It includes, first,
the three creeds which originated in the ancient church, the
Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed. It contains, secondly, the
Reformation writings known as the Augsburg Confession, the Apology of the Augsburg
Confession, the Smalcald Articles, the Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope,
Luther’s Small and Large Catechisms, and the Formula of Concord.”1
Preface
P: In these Last Time and in this old of the world,
what a remarkable favor of Almighty God has arisen,
C: According to His unspeakable love, patience, and mercy,
P: He willed that the light of His Gospel and Word—
through which alone we receive true salvation—
C: This Gospel should arise and shine clearly and purely.
P: Therefore, a brief and concise Confession of faith—
C: a declaration of what we believe—
P: was prepared from God’s Word—
C: the most holy writings of the prophets and apostles.2
P: The first and chief article of faith is this:
C: Jesus Christ, our God and Lord,
“was put to death for our trespasses
and raised again for our justification.”
He alone is “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”
Alleluia. Amen.
P: On this article of faith rests all that we teach and practice.3
Introduction/Overview, Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions—A Reader’s Edition, pp. 9,13.
Preface to the Christian Book of Concord, ¶ 2.
3 Smalcald Articles, Part II, I, ¶ 1-2,5.
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Opening Hymn

Fight the Good Fight

LSB 664

Invocation and Declaration of the Trinity
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Our churches teach in accordance with the historic Creeds:
C: That there is one God—
P: One undivided divine essence,
C: And that this one God is Trinity—
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
P: Three distinct and coeternal persons of the same divine essence.
C: And we believe that the Holy Scriptures truly testify to this. Amen.4
Confession (Admission) of Sin
P: We believe, teach, and confess that the distinction between law and Gospel is to
be kept in the Church with great diligence as a particularly brilliant light, so that
the Word of God may be divided rightly. The law is a divine doctrine which
teaches what is right and God-pleasing
4

Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Part I, ¶ 1-2.
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and which condemns everything that is sinful and contrary to God’s will. 5
Since the fall of Adam all people are conceived and born in sin.
No one by nature to have true fear of God and true faith in God.
This inborn sickness and hereditary sin condemns and brings the eternal wrath of
God on all those who are not born again through Baptism and the Holy Spirit.6
C: This is the essence of a genuinely Christian life, to acknowledge that we are sinners
and to pray for grace. Amen.7
C:
P:
C:
P:

P: The crowd at Pentecost—confronted with their sin—they asked the Apostles,
“Brothers, what shall we do?” Having heard the condemnation of our sin in
the Law of God, we find ourselves asking the same question. For this, we turn
to the Gospel which teaches what we are to believe:
C: Christ has satisfied and paid for all guilt, without any merit of our own,
and has won the forgiveness of sins and eternal life for us.
P: This Gospel is a comforting and joyful message which
comforts our consciences terrified by the law,
points us only to the merit of Christ,
and raises us up again by the delightful proclamation of God’s grace and favor.8
According to this Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in His stead,
I forgive you your sins
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.
Response of Thanksgiving for the Absolution

Formula of Concord, Epitome, V, ¶ 1-2.
Augsburg Confession, II, ¶ 1-2.
7 Large Catechism, Part V, Exhortation, ¶ 9.
8 Formula of Concord, Epitome, V, ¶ 4,6.
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: O God, our refuge and our strength, You raised up Your servant Martin Luther and
many others to reform and renew Your Church in the light of Your living Word,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Defend and purify the Church in our own day, and grant
that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s faithfulness unto death and His vindicating
resurrection, which You made known to us through Jesus Christ, our Savior,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Anthem

“I’m So Glad, Jesus Lifted Me.”

Adult Choir

I'm so glad, Jesus lifted me.
I'm so glad, Jesus lifted me.
I'm so glad, Jesus lifted me,
singing glory, hallelujah!
Jesus lifted me!
(repeat)

When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me,
When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.
When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me,
singing glory, hallelujah!
Jesus lifted me.

I was sinking down, Jesus lifted me.
I was sinking down, Jesus lifted me.
I was sinking down, Jesus lifted me,
Singing glory hallelujah!
Jesus lifted me!

I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me.
I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me.
I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me,
O Lord, sing glory, hallelujah!
Jesus lifted me!

Our Confession of Faith Regarding the Scriptures
P: We believe, teach, and confess that the only measure to which all doctrines and
teachers are to be evaluated and judged are:
C: the prophetic and apostolic writings of the Old and New Testaments,
P: As it is written in Psalm 119,
C: “Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”
P: We believe, teach, and confess that this faith
is not a mere knowledge of the stories about Christ,
C: but it is God’s gift.
P: By this gift we rightly recognize Christ as
C: our Redeemer in the Word of the Gospel.
P: We trust that only by His obedience, and by grace,
C: we have forgiveness of sins,
P: are regarded as holy and righteous by God the Father,
C: and shall be saved eternally.9
P: Hear now the Word of the Lord.
9

Formula of Concord, Epitome, 0, ¶ 1; III, ¶ 6.
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Old Testament Reading
Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 (ESV)
1
2
The word of the LORD came to me [Ezekiel]: “What do you mean by repeating this
proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the
children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no
more be used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as
the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die.
25
“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my
way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26When a righteous person turns away
from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has
done he shall die. 27Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has
committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 28Because he considered
and turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live;
he shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house
of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just?
30
“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways,
declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your
ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have
no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.”
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Psalm Reading
Psalm 25:1–10 (ESV)
1
To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 2O my God, in you I trust;
let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over me.
3
Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame;
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
4
Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths.
5
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day long.
6
Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.
7
Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for the sake of your goodness, O LORD!
8
Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9
He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.
10
All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
7

Song of Praise

Shout to the Lord
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Holy Gospel
Matthew 21:23–27 (ESV)
23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these
things, and who gave you this authority?”
24Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the
answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. 25The baptism of
John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it
among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did
you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they
all hold that John was a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And
he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.
P: O Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Thanks be to God.
Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead. —I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Hymn of the Day

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
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Sermon

“Protest”

Matthew 21:23-27

Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offertory (we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)

LSB 785, sts. 1&3

Prayers
The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed are invited to receive
Communion with us if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of
Christ, and the wine is the blood of Christ, truly present for us for the
forgiveness of our sins. If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different
than you believe, we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a
further chance to talk. We invite those who are not communing to come to
the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.

Communion Distribution
•

Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders distribute the wine—with individual cups or
common cup. The individual trays also contain alcohol-removed wine in the center of each
tray in the purple cups.
10

•
•
•
•
•

Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.
Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in starting
with the outside wall towards the center.
Once you have received the elements, you may remain at the
rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.
Return to your seat using the outside aisle.
Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion,
sing the hymns as prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time.

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
P: We believe, teach, and confess that in the Holy Supper
C: the body and blood of Christ are truly present
and that they are truly given and received with the bread and wine.10
P: It is the Word of God that makes and sets this Sacrament apart.
So it is not mere bread and wine, but it is:
C: The body and blood of Christ.11
P: And we believe, teach, and confess that
we will not receive the Holy Supper to their condemnation,
C: no matter how weak our faith,
as long as we retain a living faith.
P: Christ instituted this Supper especially for Christians who are
weak in faith but repent of their sins,
C: to grant us comfort and strengthen our weak faith.12
P: Let us pray: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
C: Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Formula of Concord, Epitome, VII, ¶ 6.
Large Catechism, Part 5, ¶ 10.
12 Formula of Concord, Epitome, VII, ¶ 19.
10
11
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Words of Institution
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)

First Distribution Hymn

The Church's One Foundation

5 Yet she on earth has union
With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion
With those whose rest is won.

LSB 644 sts. 1–5

O blessèd heav’nly chorus!
Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us,
May see You face to face.
12

Second Distribution Hymn

I Love Your Kingdom, Lord

Common Dismissal
P: Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….

LSB 651

C: Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer
P: Let us pray. Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we thank You,
O Lord, that You forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit
through this Holy Sacrament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the
Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Benedicamus Domino (“Let us bless, the Lord”) & Benediction (Blessing)
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
P: It is also taught among us that faith in Jesus Christ should produce good fruits and
good works and that we must do all such good works as God has commanded,
C: but we should do them for God’s sake and honor, to the praise of His Holy Name.13
P: The Lord grant you His Fatherly mercy through Jesus Christ
giving you forgiveness of sin and all things pertaining to life and godliness,
sending you His Holy Spirit so that He may rule your hearts
and you may serve Him in holiness and thanksgiving.
C: Amen.
13

Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Part I, VI ¶ 1.

13

Closing Hymn
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Preserve Your Word, O Savior

Preserve in wave and tempest
Your storm-tossed little flock;
Assailed by wind and weather,
May it endure each shock.

LSB 658

Stand at the helm, our pilot,
And set the course aright;
Then we will reach the harbor
In Your eternal light.

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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Luther:
the Movie
Wednesdays, October 4, 11, 18
7:00-8:15PM
We will use the 2003 Luther movie starring Joseph
Fiennes as Luther. We’ll divide the movie into 3 parts,
watching a segment each week and allowing time for
discussion. This movie does a good job at giving you
an overview of what led to Luther’s challenge against
the Church, and the Reformation’s drive to ensure
that the Word of God is taught in its Truth.
Join Pastor Squires for these evenings of conversation.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Intro to Bethel
Sunday, October 15, Noon-1PM
This casual gathering with a light lunch
is for you if you:

Just started checking out Bethel as a possible spiritual home.
• Have been attending for a while now but have never officially become a
member.
• Are ready to join, just not sure about the next step.
• Would like a plan to learn more about Lutheran teachings.
• Need this moment to make the commitment to your faith in Jesus.
You’ll have a chance to ask questions, to share a bit about your story, and find out
how God is at work at Bethel. Our goal: Help you to find the right place to hear the
Gospel of Jesus and to grow as disciples—followers of Jesus with head knowledge
of the faith moving to “heart life”—daily living for Him.
•
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Special Voters’ Meeting Tonight
Sunday, October 1, 6:30PM

Voting to select a candidate to serve in the Equipping Coordinator position.
· All members of the congregation who are 18 or older
are eligible to vote.
· We hope that you will be there to take part in this
exciting step in the ministry that God has given to
Bethel.
· We will be voting between the two candidates who
visited Bethel the last two weekends:

Diana Vander Pas visited Bethel on September 17. Diana currently serves as

Director of Small Group Ministry at Prince of Peace Lutheran, Palatine, IL, a
position she has held for 10 years. Prior to entering church work, Diana worked in
product management and marketing.

Katrina Johns visited us on September 24. Originally from Rockford, IL, she

recently graduated as a Director of Christian Education from Concordia University-Irvine. Prior to school, Katrina had a range of experiences in radio and other
industries.
If you have any questions about this, please email council@bethelgurnee.org
which will send a message to the entire Church Council.
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