
 

 
 

2nd Sunday in Advent December 10, 2017 
The word “advent” is derived from the Latin adventus, which means “coming” or 

“arrival.”  The Second Sunday in Advent introduces the message of John the 
Baptist, the one who urged Israel to prepare for the coming of the long-awaited 

Messiah who would come with might and the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:1-8). 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month  
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord 
blesses you as he has blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people 
find the right place for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission.  We’d love 
to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a moment to complete an 
attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This card 
will help us connect with you. 

NURSERY   
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, 
the nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the 
gym, the nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

SERVING TODAY  

 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
Craig Johnsen in memory of his wife Donna Wheeler Johnsen and 

the Freehling family in memory of Jann’s dad. 



3 

ADVENT PROPHETS 
This service draws from readings often used for the weeks of Advent,  

the Old Testament prophets who pointed to the first Advent of Jesus, His birth,  
and His Second Advent still to come.  

 

Anthem        “Prepare Ye the Way”                Adult Choir 

• Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His 

truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 
 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord.  Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 
Make straight in the dessert a highway for our God. 
 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord. Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 
The mountains made low, the rugged places plain.  Prepare the way. 

Entrance Words and Invocation                                     based on Jeremiah 33:14-16 
P: “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the LORD. 
C: When He will fulfill the promise He made to all of His people. 
P: In those days and at that time  

the LORD will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David. 
C: That Branch is a son of David.  That Branch is Jesus, the Son of God. 
P: The Branch shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
C: In those days the LORD’s people will be saved  
 and His Church will dwell securely. 
P: And this is the name by which the Church will be called: 
C: The LORD is our righteousness. 
P: What does that name mean? 
C: We, His people, are righteous through His righteousness. 
 We are holy because He makes us holy through His Son. 
P: Let us remember our baptisms, 

  when the Lord became our righteousness… 
in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen! 
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Opening Hymn          Comfort, Comfort Ye My People        LSB 347 
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Preparation for God’s Word            based on Malachi 3:1-7b  

P: “Behold, I send my messenger  
  and he will prepare the way before me,” says the Lord. 
C: This is John the Baptist who announced that the Messiah is Jesus. 
P: Shall we rejoice that the LORD has sent His messenger, 
  that the Messiah Jesus has come into our midst?  
C: Yes, we shall rejoice; but our sin causes us to fear His coming. 
P: The Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. 
C: But who can endure the day of his coming,  
 and who can stand when he appears?  
 For he is like a refiner’s fire  
 burning away the worthless material in us.   
 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,  

and he will purify us from all our sin.  
P: And the LORD declares to you today  

that His mercies are new every morning.  He says: 
“I the LORD do not change;  
therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 
From the days of your fathers  
you have turned aside from my statutes  
and have not kept them.  
Return to me, and I will return to you,”  
says the LORD of hosts.  
Your LORD has drawn you back to Himself  
through His Son, Jesus. 
You have returned to the LORD  
through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
You have returned and find forgiveness for all of your sins 
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
P: And this is the name by which the Church will be called: 
C: The LORD is our righteousness.  Amen. 
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Versicles                              (Advent)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-

begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure 
minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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A Reading from an Advent Prophet             Isaiah 40:1–11 (ESV) 
1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
  that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, 
  that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 
3A voice cries: 
 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
  4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 
  the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
 5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, 
 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
6A voice says, “Cry!” 
 And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
[I was instructed to say]: 
 All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
  7The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 
   surely the people are grass. 
  8The grass withers, the flower fades, 
   but the word of our God will stand forever. 
9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; 
 lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 
 lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, 
  “Behold your God!” 
  10Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, And his arm rules for him; 
  behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
 11He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; 
 he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.     
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle (New Testament Letter)               2 Peter 3:8–14 (ESV) 
8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 

thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill his 
promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on 
it will be exposed. 

11Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to 
be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the 
day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the 
heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13But according to his promise we are waiting 
for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

14Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by 
him without spot or blemish, and at peace.  
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel          Mark 1:1–8 (ESV) 
1The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

2As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 
“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, 
3the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” 
4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins.  
 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were 
being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  
 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist 
and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is 
mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 
8I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn of the Day   Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding   LSB 345, sts. 1,3-5; tune: 848 

 

Sermon   “Adventus glorificationis”  Mark 1 & Isaiah 40  

Confession of Faith                      Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Welcome of New Members  (10:45AM)      Muriel & Sue Schmidtke 

Offertory                   Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious  LSB 548 sts. 1, 3 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Versicles                                    (Advent)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction                                  based on Micah 5:2-5a 

P: Jesus shall stand and shepherd his flock  
 in the strength of the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And you, His flock, shall dwell secure,  
 for now He shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
 And He shall be your peace. 
 The almighty and merciful Lord,  
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
 bless you and always watch over you.     
C:   Amen.  
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Closing Hymn  Lift Up Your Heads, You Everlasting Doors     LSB 339 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 2003 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
© 1970 The Hymn Society; admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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