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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month  
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has 
blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s 
word and serve His mission.  We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a 
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This 
card will help us connect with you. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus 
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven, 
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and 
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and 
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to 
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by 
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions 
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.  

NURSERY 
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down 
the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room 
at the far end of the gym. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

SERVING TODAY 

                  
   

 



 

3 

DIVINE SERVICE (BETHEL SETTING) 

This service is adapted from the Divine Services in Lutheran Service Book.   

Opening Hymn   Gentle Mary Laid Her Child      LSB 374 
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Invocation, Exhortation, and Confession of Sins 

P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 
us forgiveness…Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: who made heaven and earth. 
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, 
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another 
that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,  
 and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
P: Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and 
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our 
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Absolution (Forgiveness) 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.      

C:   Amen. 
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Hymn of Thanksgiving       Now Sing We, Now Rejoice       LSB 386 sts. 1–3  

 

 

 

 

Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  
  and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  
  let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen. 
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Greeting and Collects (Prayers of the Day) 

 —1st Sunday after Christmas & New Year’s 

P: The Lord be with you.              
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in 

the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. 
Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
P: Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending and 

commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to come. In the new year, 
abide among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 

Psalm Reading as Thanksgiving for 2017 & Asking Blessing on 2018   

P: For the year now past:           Psalm 111 (ESV) 

C: 1Praise the LORD!  
P: I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
 in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
C: 2Great are the works of the LORD, 
P: studied by all who delight in them. 
C: 3Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 
P: and his righteousness endures forever. 
  For the year now beginning: 
  4He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 
C: the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
P: 5He provides food for those who fear him; 
  he remembers his covenant forever. 
C: 6He has shown his people the power of his works, 
P: in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 
C: 7The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
P: all his precepts are trustworthy; 
C: 8they are established forever and ever, 
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P: to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 
  9He sent redemption to his people; 
  he has commanded his covenant forever. 
C: Holy and awesome is his name! 
P: 10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
  all those who practice it have a good understanding. 
C: His praise endures forever! 
P: For this new year and for all generations. 
C: Amen. 

Epistle (New Testament Letter)               Galatians 4:4–7 (ESV) 
4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 

born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his 
Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, 
and if a son, then an heir through God. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.     
C:   Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel        Luke 2:22–40 (ESV) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

22 When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law 
of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 
24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”  

25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 
upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the 
temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to 
the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
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32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33And [the child’s] father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 

34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is 
appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 
35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many 
hearts may be revealed.” 

36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from 
when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not 
depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And 
coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to 
all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, 
they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and 
became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.      
C:   Praise to You, O Christ. 

Confession of Faith               Nicene Creed  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible.—And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end.—And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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Song of Simeon   Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace     LSB 937 

 

 

 
 

© 1969, 1989 James Quinn; admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

Sermon         Luke 2:22-40 

“Resolved to Dedicate Their Son and Their Lives to God” 

 

Joseph & Mary resolved to fulfill their vow  
and brought the baby Jesus up to Jerusalem  

to present him to the Lord (Luke 2) 
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Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory   Oh, Come, All Ye Children      The Children’s Hymnal (1955) #25 sts. 1-2,4 
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Prayers 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     

All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 

• Pastor distributes the bread, and the 
Elders distribute the wine—with individual 
cups or common cup.  The individual trays 
also contain alcohol-removed wine in the 
center of each tray in the purple cups. 

• Each side will be ushered from the center 
aisle to the communion rail, row by row, 
starting with the front.   

• Go to the rail on your side of the 
sanctuary, filling in starting with the 
outside wall towards the center.   

• Once you have received the elements, you 
may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   

• Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 
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Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 

P: The Lord be with you.  
C:   And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.      
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P: We pray: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave 
and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

C:  Amen. 

Preface Verses       Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared        LSB 622 sts. 1, 4 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 
 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
 

First Distribution Hymn        Angels We Have Heard on High     LSB 368 
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Second Distribution Hymn  O Come, All Ye Faithful       LSB 379 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 

 

Common Dismissal   P: Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord…. C:   Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake 
You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake 
Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may 
be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C:   Amen. 

Benediction   
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Closing Hymn                         First Noel                LBW #56 
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Sunday Morning 

Adult Bible Study 

January 7—March 18 

9:30-10:30AM 
with Pastor Squires 
  

What does it mean to have  

a spiritual conversation? 
One of the goals of Bethel is to encourage one another to have 

spiritual conversations with people in our day-to-day lives—family, 

friends, neighbors, coworkers, schoolmates, etc. But what does it 

mean to have a spiritual conversation? How do we even start? 

We went through “The Arts of Spiritual Conversation” back in 2016, 

and the result was groundbreaking for many participants. To realize 

that God can use us with these basic friendship skills as a way to 

encourage others in the Gospel.  

So we’re going back to review and learn even more. Jump in with 

us on Sundays to learn “The Arts”. We start with a short introduction 

video each week, and then we split up into small discussion tables 

hosted by folks from the congregation. You can join at any time and 

experience where God may be leading you. 


