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WORSHIP AT BETHEL
Worship at Bethel is a combination of a traditional
Lutheran liturgical order with organ-led hymns, but
also incorporates one or more praise songs each
service, interactive preaching, and an atmosphere that
invites people of all ages and all backgrounds to
participate and worship the Lord.
“Liturgy” is defined as “public service,” meaning God
serving His people through the proclamation of the
Gospel and administration of the sacraments.
However, we often use “liturgy” to also mean the
“order of service.”
Bethel rotates through a series of liturgies (orders of service). Some are taken
directly from Lutheran Service Book (LSB), the hymnal of the Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod. Others are adapted from LSB. Other liturgies have
been developed for use at Bethel, many of which focus on using words taken
from a specific book of the Bible or highlighting the focus of a church year
season.
Generally, we use a liturgy for 2 weeks in a row, so that the second week has
some familiarity. We also try to limit the number of different liturgies in
rotation. This means that we are able to become familiar with a variety of
liturgies, but that there’s still a returning to words we’ve already heard and
said. This helps worship to become more and more our heart language as we
hear from God and repeat back to Him the words He gives to us.
A list of liturgies commonly in use at Bethel:
• 1 Corinthians Service
• Divine Service
th
• 500 Anniversary
• Generosity Service
of the Reformation
• LSB Divine Service I
• Luther’s Small Catechism Service
• Nehemiah Service
• Daily Prayer
• Psalm Service
• Divine Service & Story
• The Word of God Service
(Narrated Explanation)
(1 & 2 Timothy)
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has
blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s
word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This
card will help us connect with you.

HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven,
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.

NURSERY

We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down
the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room
at the far end of the gym.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SERVING TODAY

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
Don Heidlauf in celebration of Joanne’s birthday.
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EPIPHANY REFRAINS
An order of service using refrains and hymn verses related to Epiphany and God’s revealing of His Son.

Opening Song of Praise

He is Exalted

Holy Gospel for the Epiphany
Matthew 2:1–12 (ESV)
1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for
so it is written by the prophet: 6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by
no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will
shepherd my people Israel.’”
7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what
time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may
come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to
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rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child with Mary
his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures,
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
Opening Hymn

Hail to the Lord's Anointed

5 O’er ev’ry foe victorious,
He on His throne shall rest,
From age to age more glorious,
All blessing and all-blest.

The tide of time shall never
His covenant remove;
His name shall stand forever—
That name to us is Love.
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LSB 398

Invocation
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Alleluia.
P: Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?
Matthew 2:2b
C: For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him. Alleluia.
Introit (Entrance Verses)
Psalm 45:6–8a, 72:18–19; antiphon (repeated verses): Psalm 45:17
P: I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations;
therefore nations will praise you forever and ever.
C: Your throne, O God, is forever and ever.
P: The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of uprightness;
you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness.
C: Blessèd be the LORD, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
Blessèd be his glorious name forever;
may the whole earth be filled with his glory! Amen and Amen!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations;
therefore nations will praise you forever and ever.
C: Amen.
Confession (Admission) of Sin
P: As we praise the Father for sending His Son, we are bold and confident to
approach the Lord, admitting our sin, and clinging to His forgiveness….
Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You
that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You
by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite
mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Absolution (Forgiveness)
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.
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Thanksgiving Refrains

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright
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LSB 395 sts. 1, 4

Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 60:1–6 (ESV)
1Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.
3And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.
4Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Psalm Reading
1Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the royal son!
2May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice!
3Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness!
4May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the children of the needy,
and crush the oppressor!
5May they fear you while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations!
6May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth!
7In his days may the righteous flourish,
and peace abound, till the moon be no more!
8May he have dominion from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth!
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Psalm 72:1-11 (ESV)

9May

desert tribes bow down before him
and his enemies lick the dust!
10May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render him tribute;
may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts!
11May all kings fall down before him,
all nations serve him!
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Hymn of the Day

Jesus Shall Reign

LSB 832

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten
Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the
fullness of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Versicles
Isaiah 9:2a; John 1:15; Isaiah 9:2b; John 1:14b, Isaiah 9:6; John 1:14
P: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.
C: The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.
P: On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.
C: We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son
who came from the Father.
P: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
C: In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.
Sermon

“Jesus Shall Reign Wher’er the Sun”

Psalm 72:1-11

Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offertory

Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn
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LSB 391

Confession of Faith
2nd Article of the Apostles’ Creed and Luther’s explanation
P: What do you believe about Jesus Christ?
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
P: What does this mean?
C: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also
true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord. Who has redeemed me, a lost and
condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the
power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and
with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in
His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and
blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is
most certainly true.

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed
are invited to receive Communion with us
if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,
and the wine is the blood of Christ,
truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk. We invite
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing
from the Lord.
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Communion Distribution
• Pastor distributes the bread, and the
Elders distribute the wine—with individual
cups or common cup. The individual trays
also contain alcohol-removed wine in the
center of each tray in the purple cups.
• Each side will be ushered from the center
aisle to the communion rail, row by row,
starting with the front.
• Go to the rail on your side of the
sanctuary, filling in starting with the
outside wall towards the center.
• Once you have received the elements, you
may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.
• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.
• Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time.
Preface Verses

Let All Together Praise Our God

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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LSB 389 sts. 1, 4

The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)
First Distribution Hymn

As with Gladness Men of Old
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LSB 397

Second Distribution Hymn

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise

Common Dismissal
P: Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….
C: Amen.
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LSB 394

Post-Communion Prayer
P: Let us pray. Lord God, the bright splendor whom the nations seek: with the wise
men we have been drawn by Your light. May we also like them discern the glory
of Your presence in Your incarnate Son in this meal we have received of His
body and blood. For He suffered, died, and was buried, and now is alive and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Benediction
P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn

The Star Proclaims the King Is Here

LSB 399 sts. 2, 5

Announcements

Acknowledgments
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
Scripture quotations in the liturgy are from
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.
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Sunday Morning
Adult Bible Study
January 7—March 18
9:30-10:30AM
with Pastor Squires

What does it mean to have
a spiritual conversation?
One of the goals of Bethel is to encourage one another to have
spiritual conversations with people in our day-to-day lives—family,
friends, neighbors, coworkers, schoolmates, etc. But what does it
mean to have a spiritual conversation? How do we even start?
We went through “The Arts of Spiritual Conversation” back in 2016,
and the result was groundbreaking for many participants. To realize
that God can use us with these basic friendship skills as a way to
encourage others in the Gospel.
So we’re going back to review and learn even more. Jump in with
us on Sundays to learn “The Arts”. We start with a short introduction
video each week, and then we split up into small discussion tables
hosted by folks from the congregation. You can join at any time and
experience where God may be leading you.
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