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The BIG Buzz 

 

 

Quarterly  
Voters’  

Meeting   
 

tentatively 
set for  

 

Sunday,  
January 21 

Sunday Morning  

Adult Bible Study 

January 7 - March 18  

9:30-10:30AM 
with Pastor Squires 
  

What does it mean to have  

a spiritual conversation? 
One of the goals of Bethel is to encourage one another to have spiritual 

conversations with people in our day-to-day lives—family, friends, neighbors, 

coworkers, schoolmates, etc. But what does it mean to have a spiritual 

conversation? How do we even start? 

We went through “The Arts of Spiritual Conversation” back in 2016, and the 

result was groundbreaking for many participants. To realize that God can use 

us with these basic friendship skills as a way to encourage others in the Gospel.  

So we’re going back to review and learn even more. Jump in with us on 

Sundays to learn “The Arts”. We start with a short introduction video each 

week, and then we split up into small discussion tables hosted by folks from 

the congregation. You can join at any time and experience where God may be 

leading you. 
 

 

“When Helping Hurts” 

Tuesdays, Jan. 9 - Feb. 13, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

We love our neighbors and we want to help people who are struggling in 
poverty. What kind of help is truly helpful? Together we will think about     
how to love and empower our neighbors who are living in poverty, by the 
power of Christ. 
 

This is a 6-week video-based study. There is no required reading. We’ve 
offered this several times at Bethel, and people tell me they hope everyone 
will take it because it is so perspective-changing. 
 

Register online at www.livingjustly.us/register/ or find a form on the Hub.  
I hope you can join us!  
 

Susan Squires (susan@livingjustly.us) 
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Preschool Newsletter... 

God’s Blessings as we enter this New Year from 
Bethel Preschool!!! We are so excited to see what 
God has in store for us in 2018! 

We had a wonderful end of the year Christmas 
celebration with the preschoolers and their 
families. We began the celebration with our 
devotion. The children loved listening to Pastor 
Squires and singing all of the beautiful Christmas 
songs they had learned during December. We then 
had a cookie party in the Fellowship Hall to 
celebrate Jesus’ birthday. It was a wonderful way 
to end 2017.  

January is a favorite time of 
year at Bethel Preschool. 
Both classes start traveling 
class projects that always 
bring great joy to the 
children. The 3-Day Class 
takes turns bringing home a 
special stuffed animal rabbit 
named Felix. He travels to 
each of the children’s homes 

and writes about his adventures in a letter, which 
is then mailed back to the preschool. It is            

 

IT’S ALL FUN AND GAMES 
WHEN YOU’RE OVER 60.   

It’s time to get your game on.  Game day is 
Tuesday, January 23, from  
9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Anyone who is 
60 years or older (or feels that 
way), is invited to come to 
Bethel’s first SENIOR GAME 
DAY.  The purpose of this gathering is to get to 
know others from Bethel who are your peers and 
to have fun.  We will start with a short devotion, 
followed by an ice-breaker and then games and 
snacks.  Some games will be provided but you can 
also bring your own games to share with the 
group.  It will be a great time to learn a new game.  
Get your creative juices flowing and help come up 
with a name for the group. The person with the 
winning name will receive a prize!  Bring a snack 
to share, coffee and other beverages will be 
provided by Bethel.  There will be a sign-up sheet 
by the Hub or contact Karen Leicht, Disciple Care 
Coordinator, at karen@bethelgurnee.org or at the 
church office (847) 244-9647. 

very exciting to have 
Felix come visit your 
house! The 2-Day 
children take turns 
bringing home a 
cardboard cutout 
named Carson the 
Snowman. Carson starts out very plain, but as 
he travels from home to home items get added 
and he turns out to be a very unique and special 
snowman each year! Both classes really enjoy 
these special projects each year. These projects 
are special traditions that the preschool families 
have fond memories of.   

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE - Bethel Preschool’s annual 

rummage sale will be on Saturday, March 3. If 

you received a lot of wonderful new things for 

Christmas, start saving your unwanted gently 

used items for our big fundraiser event. 

New  
Members 

...to our Bethel family. 

Sue and Muriel Schmidtke 

mailto:karen@bethelgurnee.org
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Stamps 
  

Since 1997 Lutheran Women in Mission across the 
Northern Illinois District have been clipping,    
sorting and sending in cancelled postage stamps. 
You can, too. Just put your trimmed cancelled 
postage stamps in the container on the backside of 
the hub or bring them to any NID LWML event. 
Then, we send them to auction in batches for sale 
by weight to collectors and club auctions. 90% of 
the money raised goes towards our mission grants. 
Cut ¼ inch around the stamp and keep the stamp 
on the envelope.  We can use foreign stamps, 
commemorative stamps, stamp collections, post 
cards and all U.S.A. stamps. 

 

 

Eyeglasses 
 

LWML is also collecting prescription eyeglasses, 
reading glasses and sunglasses.  These are donated 
to most Ministries who take them on mission trips 
where eye clinics are held.  At our zone LWML 
meetings we have sewn eyeglass cases to send 
along with these.  If you have any glasses or old 
cases put them in the LWML mailbox in the 
workroom.   

 
 

Card Ministry 
 

Our Care Committee sends greeting 
cards to members in the congregation. You can 
donate cards or stamps for the cause.  Place those in 
the Care Committee mailbox in the workroom.  If 
you make cards contact Kathy Schwartz as there 
are baptism and confirmation cards that we make.   

 
 

Campbell Soup Labels 
 

Collect Campbell soup labels (only the 
small “clip and earn” box on the label).  Place those 
in the container on the backside of the hub.  LWML 
is not collecting these currently, but we give them 
to local schools that are using them for items in the 
Campbell Soup catalog, like balls and sports   
equipment for gyms.   

C.O.O.L. ~ Food of the Month  

Peanut Butter 
Place non-perishable items in the  

box in the sanctuary hallway. 

Altar Flowers 2018  
Sign Up               

The altar flower sign up for 2018 is 
in the back of church. Cost for an 
arrangement is $25. This can be 
put in the offering in either the 

yellow "Special Offering for Altar Guild" 
envelope in the front of your envelope box or 
in a generic envelope and clearly mark 
it  "Altar Guild".  Altar flowers are a nice way to 
honor or remember someone or given to the 
glory of God. Your flowers may be taken home 
after the late service or if you wish, we can 
deliver them to a shut in or someone who is 
sick.   

Membership Updates 

Change of address: 

Marsha Somppi 
P.O. Box 444 

Mellen, WI  54546 
 

Transferring from Bethel: 

Marsha Somppi  
 

New Year  
and  

New Church 
Envelopes   

 

Each year when we get new envelopes every 
family is assigned a new envelope number.  
So when using your 2018 envelopes, please 
put your name and the amount of your giving 
on the envelope.  This makes our financial 
secretary’s job easier.  If you have not picked 
up your 2018 envelopes, they can be found in 
the church office. 
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Youth Group Gift 
 Card Fundraiser   

 

Order forms are available on the Hub 
and on the YFM bulletin board.  The 
deadline for orders will be Sunday, 
January 8.  Check and completed form 
can be put in the black registration box 
on the Hub or turned into the office.  
This is a Bethel YFM monthly 
fundraiser.  This gift card program will 
allow you to support the Youth while 
shopping for your everyday needs.   
 
 

Save the date for 
VBS!   

 

Vacation Bible School will 
be JULY 16 - 20.  
(JULY is correct)  

If you have questions  
contact:   

  

Kylie Brazda 
(kbrazda3030@yahoo.com)  

or    
Jeremy and Andrea Little  
 (jclittle23@gmail.com). 
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To: 

The BIG BUZZ        October  2012  

Church office hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday, 

& Thursday 
9:00 a.m.— 3:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday & Friday  
9:00 a.m.— 12:00 p.m. 

 

Note:  In the next few weeks, 
please call ahead if you need 
to get into the building  
because our normal office 
hours may vary. 

 
 

Pastor’s weekly hours 

are posted outside his 

office door. 

Bethel Lutheran Church 

5110 Grand Ave. 

Gurnee, IL  60031 

Sundays at 8:00 a.m. 

and 10:45 a.m.  
 

Holy Communion:  

1st, 3rd, & 5th 

Sundays  


