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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
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Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month
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Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has
blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s
word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This
card will help us connect with you.

HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven,
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.

NURSERY
We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down
the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room
at the far end of the gym.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SERVING TODAY

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
Dawn Werfelmann given to the glory of God.
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WORSHIP AT BETHEL
Worship at Bethel is a combination of a traditional Lutheran
liturgical order with organ-led hymns, but also incorporates
one or more praise songs each service, interactive preaching,
and an atmosphere that invites people of all ages and all
backgrounds to participate and worship the Lord.
Bethel rotates through a series of liturgies (orders of service). Some are taken
directly or adapted from Lutheran Service Book (LSB), the hymnal of the Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod. Other liturgies have been developed for use at Bethel.
Generally, we use a liturgy for 2 weeks in a row, so that the second week has
some familiarity. We also try to limit the number of different liturgies in
rotation. This means that we are able to become familiar with a variety of
liturgies, but that there’s still a returning to words we’ve already heard and said.
This helps worship to become more and more our heart language as we hear
from God and repeat back to Him the words He gives to us.


Standing & Sitting
What to Watch For
Worship includes standing and sitting, but why? How we position ourselves
during worship often signals part of the meaning. Standing can reflect our
honor of God, being called to attention, and helps our posture for singing.
Sitting can used for times of learning—listening to the Scriptures and the sermon, and when
sitting for singing, it helps us focus on the richness of meditating on the words we sing. We
normally begin with standing for the Opening Hymn, as if standing for a king who enters the
room. Here we are in the presence of the Lord God, King of the universe.
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Opening Hymn

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven

Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

4

LSB 793

Matthew 28:19b

Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness)
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins,
God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

LSB 151

1 John 1:8-9

P: We pause in silence to reflect on our personal sins that trouble us.
P: O almighty God, merciful Father,
LSB 184
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful
to me, a poor, sinful being.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and
by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
John 20:19-23

Hymn of Praise
This is the Feast. . .
What to Watch For
“This is the Feast of Victory” is a 20th century text. However, the
words are culled from the great vision that St. John received in Revelation. It is not meant as a
reference to the feast of the Lord’s Supper as much as pointing our attention towards waiting
for the eternal banquet with the Lord at His eternal table.
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This Is the Feast

LSB 155
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)

P: Let us pray. O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, relying
on the hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Choral Music
What to Watch For
Our choirs assist and aid our worship, responding to what we are hearing
from God. They are not performing—which is why our choirs mainly sing
from the back of the worship space so that we remain focused on the altar. The time of the
anthem gives the congregation a pause from speaking or singing in order to reflect on the
words sung, the music played, and our prayers lifted to the Lord. The anthem is often selected
to reflect the theme of the service or one of the day’s Scripture readings.

Anthem
Worthy of Worship
Adult Choir
• Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His
truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time.
Worthy worship, worthy of praise, worthy of honor and glory;
Worthy of all the glad songs we can sing,
worthy of all of the offerings we bring.
You are worthy, Father, Creator. You are worthy, Savior, Sustainer.
You are worthy, worthy and wonderful; Worthy of worship and praise.
Worthy of rev’rence, worthy of fear, worthy of love and devotion;
Worthy of bowing and bending of knees, worthy of all this and added to these.
Almighty Father, Master and Lord, King of all kings and Redeemer,
Wonderful Counselor, Comforter, Friend, Savior and Source of our life without end.
You are worthy, Father, Creator. You are worthy, Savior, Sustainer,
You are worthy, worthy and wonderful; Worthy of worship and praise.
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Scripture Readings
What to Watch For
“The Service of the Word” is the entire first part of the worship service
until the Preparation for the Lord’s Supper. The Scripture readings form
the center of this part. We generally follow the lectionary—a 3-year set of selected readings
used across congregations and denominations. The lectionary appoints an Old Testament,
Psalm, Epistle (New Testament Letter), and Gospel reading for each Sunday and other days of
the Church Year. Bethel usually uses a combination of the Gospel plus two other readings. The
lectionary allows us to cover a wide section of Scripture over 3 years while also reflecting on the
entire breadth of the teaching of God.

Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 40:21–22,28-31 (ESV)
21Do you not know? Do you not hear?
Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth,
and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers;
[It is He] who stretches out the heavens like a curtain,
and spreads them like a tent to dwell in…
28Have

you not known? Have you not heard?
The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;his understanding is unsearchable.
29He gives power to the faint,
and to him who has no might he increases strength.
30Even youths shall faint and be weary,
and young men shall fall exhausted;
31but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary;
they shall walk and not faint.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm Reading
Psalm 147:1–5 (ESV)
1
Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God;
for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.
2
The LORD builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of Israel.
3
He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.
4
He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of them their names.
5
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is beyond measure.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

New Music
What to Watch For
The hymns we use have texts and melodies written from the 21st century back to
the 14th century, maybe even earlier. Bethel also tries to incorporate one “song of praise” in
each Sunday worship service which we call “New Music.” Mostly what we mean by that is a song
that new to Bethel. These songs generally are from 1960 to more recent, and they have a
structure more like pop songs. But whether hymns, songs, choruses, liturgical songs, or chants,
everything we use ought to carry the truth of God’s Word, so that we can say each time that:
“The Lord put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God” (Psalm 40:3).

Song of Praise
Verse 1
You are not a god created
By human hands
You are not a god dependent
On any mortal man
You are not a god in need of

Anything we can give
By Your plan
That's just the way it is

You Are God Alone
Chorus 1
You are God alone
From before time began
You were on Your throne
You are God alone
And right now
In the good times and bad
You are on Your throne
You are God alone
You're unchangeable
You're unshakable
You're unstoppable
That's what You are
You're unchangeable
You're unshakable
You're unstoppable
That's what You are
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Chorus 2
You are God alone
From before time began
You were on Your
throne
You are God alone
And right now
In the good times and
bad
You are on Your throne
You are God alone
And right now
In the good times and
bad
You are on Your throne
You are God alone


Holy Gospel
Mark 1:29–39 (ESV)
29And immediately [Jesus] left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon
and Andrew, with James and John.
30Now Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told him
about her. 31And he came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and the fever
left her, and she began to serve them.
32That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed by
demons. 33And the whole city was gathered together at the door. 34And he healed
many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons. And he would
not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.
35And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and
went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed. 36And Simon and those who were
with him searched for him, 37and they found him and said to him, “Everyone is
looking for you.” 38And he said to them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may
preach there also, for that is why I came out.” 39And he went throughout all Galilee,
preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Arts Appreciation
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Hymn of the Day

Sermon

Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old

“Did Jesus Mean There Was a Limit
on His Ability to Save All People?"
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LSB 846

The Creed
What to Watch For
The congregation “confesses”—declares publicly—its faith in the Father,
Son, and the Holy Spirit. A “creed” is a summary of our faith—based on
Scripture and in response to what we have received from Jesus. We most
commonly use the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds which date back to the early centuries of the
Church. By doing so, we declare that our faith is tied to the historic faith of the Church.

Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.— And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Prayers
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Offertory (sung as Offerings are brought forward to the altar)

LSB 192

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed
are invited to receive Communion with us
if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,
and the wine is the blood of Christ,
truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk. We invite
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing
from the Lord.
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Communion Distribution
• Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders
distribute the wine—with individual cups or
common cup. The individual trays also contain
alcohol-removed wine in the center of each
tray in the purple cups.
• Each side will be ushered from the center aisle
to the communion rail, row by row, starting
with the front.
• Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary,
filling in starting with the outside wall towards
the center.
• Once you have received the elements, you may remain at the rail for prayer and
leave at your own pace.
• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.
• Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time.

Order of
Holy Communion
Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world…
What to Watch For
The Order of Holy Communion incorporates some of the oldest portions of the liturgy. The
Preface (“The Lord be with you,” “Lift up your hearts,” etc.) could possibly date as far back as
the apostles themselves. The Sanctus (“Holy, Holy, Holy”) has been used since the Early Church
to prepare for the Lord’s Supper. Yet, the words of the Sanctus go even farther back. “Holy,
Holy, Holy” comes from Isaiah 6. “Hosanna” comes from Psalm 118 and is sung by the crowds to
welcome Jesus on Palm Sunday. In the Lord’s Supper, we have been invited into the banquet of
the Lord before His holy altar, forgiven by His hand, and see Him bringing us salvation in His
body and blood.
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Preparation for the Lord’s Supper

LSB 160

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You
have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the
substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy)

LSB 161

The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
(We offer one another a sign of peace)
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)

LSB 163
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First Distribution Hymn

Come unto Me, Ye Weary
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LSB 684

Second Distribution Hymn

5

Jesus Comes Today with Healing

6

Let me praise God’s boundless favor,
Whose own feast of love I savor,
Bidden by His gracious call.
Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.

© David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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LSB 620

Now have I found consolation,
Comfort in my tribulation,
Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error,
Makes my wounded spirit whole.

Common Dismissal
P: Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….
C: Amen.
Post-Communion Prayer
P: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Benediction (Blessing)
2 Corinthians 13:14
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
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Closing Hymn

Church of God, Elect and Glorious

LSB 646 sts. 2–3, tune: 826

Announcements
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