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the art of loving: what is God’s love like?

God pursues us intentionally and 
sacrificially, seeking us out because of his 
fervent love and deep desire for 
connection.

Love pursues us on purpose
As we think about how we came to know Jesus, we often describe ourselves 
as “seekers” or “explorers,” as if our spiritual journey is all about us—that 
we are the ones who are active, and God is out there passively waiting to be 
found (maybe even hiding!). We may think that God is far off and 
disinterested—that he only cares about us if we initiate a relationship with 
him. 

But the truth is that God pursues each one of us. We are less the “seekers” 
and more the “sought after” ones (Isaiah 62:12). God’s love is an active 
love; the thread running through Scripture reveals that God actively seeks 
us. From Adam and Eve, to Abraham, to Moses, to Ruth, to David, to a 
virgin girl named Mary, God sought them out. He demonstrated his love 
personally to each of them while he worked in their lives to carry out his 
plan motivated by love for the whole world. And then Jesus came from 
heaven to earth as God-in-the-flesh man. His mission was “to seek and to 
save the lost” (Luke 19:10). God has always earnestly sought his people. 
Jeremiah 31:3 quotes God as saying, “I have loved you with an everlasting 
love; I have drawn you with unfailing kindness.” This is the nature of God. 
God is the one initiating, the one who takes the first step, even if we are not 
aware of it. He longs for us to respond to his promptings and invitation—
and in that way, to seek him in return. 

How would you describe “true love”?

This is how God showed his love among 
us: He sent his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through him. This 
is love: not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. 
1 John 4:9-10 (NIV)

The hero of the story is God—and he loves 
you and me. God is the source of love and 
the initiator of love…. If God is the Pursuer, 
the Ageless Romancer, the Lover, then there 
has to be a Beloved, one who is the Pursued. 
This is our role in the story. 
— Brent Curtis and John Eldredge
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What is your response to the idea of God as the original 
“seeker”? Describe a time when you felt that God was 
wooing or pursuing you. 
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God has been wooing us to himself since the beginning. In 
The Sacred Romance, Brent Curtis and John Eldredge 
describe God as “the hero in love,” and us as the 
“Beloved,” the “Pursued.”1 Here’s how God’s story is 
described in The Message:

Long before he laid down earth’s foundations, he had 
us in mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love, 
to be made whole and holy by his love. Long, long 
ago he decided to adopt us into his family through 
Jesus Christ. (What pleasure he took in planning 
this!) He wanted us to enter into the celebration of 
his lavish gift-giving by the hand of his beloved Son. 
… Long before we first heard of Christ and got our 
hopes up, he had his eye on us, had designs on us for 
glorious living…. Ephesians 1:4-5, 11 (The Message)

Yet Psalm 14:2-3 says, “The Lord looks down from 
heaven on the entire human race; he looks to see if 
anyone is truly wise, if anyone seeks God. But no, all have 
turned away.”

To describe God’s passionate pursuit of us, Pastor Max 
Lucado recounts a story about a runaway girl in his book 
No Wonder They Call Him the Savior:

Longing to leave her poor Brazilian neighborhood, 
Christina wanted to see the world. Discontent with a 
home having only a pallet on the floor, … she dreamed 
of a better life in the city. One morning she slipped 
away, breaking her mother’s heart. Knowing what life 
on the streets would be like for her young, attractive 
daughter, Maria hurriedly packed to go find her. On her 
way to the bus stop she entered a drugstore to get one 
last thing. Pictures. She sat in the photograph booth, 
closed the curtain, and spent all she could on pictures 
of herself. With her purse full of small black-and-white 
photos, she boarded the next bus to Rio de Janiero. 
Maria knew Christina had no way of earning money. 
She also knew that her daughter was too stubborn to 
give up. When pride meets hunger, a human will do 
things that were before unthinkable. Knowing this, 
Maria began her search. Bars, hotels, nightclubs, any 
place with the reputation for street walkers or 
prostitutes…. And at each place she left her picture—
taped on a bathroom mirror, tacked to a hotel bulletin 
board, fastened to a corner phone booth. And on the 
back of each photo she wrote a note….

It was a few weeks later that young Christina 
descended the hotel stairs. Her young face was tired. 
Her brown eyes no longer danced with youth but spoke 

of pain and fear…. Her dream had become a 
nightmare. A thousand times over she had longed to 
trade these countless beds for her secure pallet…. As 
she reached the bottom of the stairs, her eyes noticed a 
familiar face…. There on the lobby mirror was a small 
picture of her mother. Christina’s eyes burned and her 
throat tightened as she walked across the room and 
removed the small photo. Written on the back was this 
compelling invitation. “Whatever you have done, 
whatever you have become, it doesn’t matter. Please 
come home.” She did.2

Our God lovingly pursues you, your friends, neighbors, 
colleagues, classmates, relatives. Just as he is a Shepherd, 
pursuing the one lost sheep, we are called to follow in his 
steps and do as he has done—in love, proactively and 
intentionally seek out the people who are often living 
desperate lives without him.

Love pursues with passion
In her book Deeply Loved, Keri Wyatt Kent tells of a 
family who took in a foster child. The child was sweet, yet 
troubled. He could be charming at times, but at other times 
he would rage and act out. But this family chose to love 
him. At night, when they would tuck him into bed, they 
asked him the question they had always asked their other 
four children: “What does God say when he looks at you?” 
At first the boy did not know what to say. But these loving 
parents taught him to answer, “He says, ‘I sure do love that 
little boy!’” Soon, he would eagerly repeat this nightly 
catechism. He began to know and understand the incredible 
love that God had for him. 

We all need the same thing in our lives—affirmations of 
God’s love. His love is not about our worthiness. God loves 
each of us because he created us. Nothing you can do will 
make God love you any more than he already does, and 
nothing you can do will make him love you less. He 
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Share a time when you felt God prompting 
you to seek out someone to encourage, 
serve, love, or show kindness. Take a few 
minutes to think— who is God whispering 
for you to join him in “seeking after”?

discuss

1Brent Curtis and John Eldredge, The Sacred Romance: Drawing Closer to the Heart of God (Nashville TN: Thomas Nelson, 1997), 73, 98.
2Max Lucado, No Wonder They Call Him the Savior (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2004), 131.
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already loves you infinitely. This kind of unconditional love 
is what people far from God are longing for. 

As God’s beloved children, we can purposefully let his 
passion spill over into actions that communicate love to 
others. To them, we are the tangible expression of his love. 
And the message of divine love that we share through our 
lives will draw people to him. This can start as simply as 
noticing someone’s need, providing a listening ear, greeting 
someone warmly, taking the initiative to engage someone in 
a conversation about God, or inviting someone into your 
home for coffee.

Love pursues with sacrifice 
In the aftermath of the 2011 earthquake, tsunami, and 
subsequent nuclear plant meltdown in Japan, a massive 
cleanup of the hazardous site was required. A retired 
Japanese physicist invited other retired scientists to join him 
in offering their services to help clean up the Fukushima 
Daiichi nuclear plant. Within four months, 400 men and 
women signed up. This “Skilled Veterans Corps” wanted to 
go in the place of young workers who were performing the 
cleanup. In an effort to protect the younger generation from 

radioactive exposure, these individuals were willing to face 
perilous radiation levels.

God’s love is expressed in an even more heroic sacrifice. 
Jesus, God the Son, left the comfort of heaven and the 
presence of the Father and became like us, willingly 
entering our contaminated world to save us from sin’s 
fallout. The Bible says that God demonstrates his own love 
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us (Romans 5:8, NIV). That word demonstrates is 
important. God doesn’t just talk about love, or theorize that 
he might someday love you. He acts on it, demonstrates it—
with a huge sacrifice! He proves his love, not after we 
proved our worthiness, but before; while we were still stuck 
in our sinful actions, he loved us enough to die for us. He 
did this for all people—while they are still sinners, now. He 
offers his love to Muslims, Buddhists, atheists, hedonists, 
communists, terrorists, anarchists. Your co-workers, 
cousins, classmates. Everyone who will come to him. His 
love says: “Whatever you have done, whatever you have 
become, it doesn’t matter. Please come home.”

Where do you sense God is prompting you 
to leave or to go in order to incarnate his 
love to someone?

discuss

In the next week, what are three simple acts 
of love that you can express to three people 
who believe differently than you? If you do 
not know three people, what are three 
simple acts you can take to initiate those 
relationships?

practice

5

6

In the last three months, how has your 
understanding of being God’s beloved child 
impacted the way you offer that love to 
people far from him? 

discuss4

Who do you know that needs an affirmation 
of God’s no-strings-attached love? 

What are a few tangible ways you can give 
that affirmation?

discuss3

th
e 

ar
t o

f l
ov

in
g:

 w
ha

t i
s 

G
od

’s 
lo

ve
 li

ke
?



© 2013 Q Place   4

 Resources to Check Out
• Bold Love by Dan B. Allender and Tremper Longman III 

(NavPress, 1992)
• Deeply Loved: 40 Ways in 40 Days to Experience the Love of 

Jesus by Keri Wyatt Kent (Abingdon Press, 2012)
• The Good and Beautiful God: Falling in Love with the God Jesus  

Knows by James Bryan Smith (InterVarsity Press, 2009)
• Love Does: Discover a Secretly Incredible Life in an Ordinary 

World by Bob Goff (Thomas Nelson, 2012)
• The Sacred Romance: Drawing Closer to the Heart of God by 

Brent Curtis and John Eldredge (Thomas Nelson, 1997)

Jeff and his family were admiring the beautiful Christmas decorations in the windows of the shops along busy 
State Street. As they browsed, Jeff realized that they were missing his two-year-old daughter, Lenna. She had 
been absorbed into the crowd and he could not find her. He felt an immediate intense rush of panic and 
energy, a hyper-focus to find her. His wife circled the other children and Jeff retraced their steps. In a flurry of 
purpose and passion, all he could think about was finding his little girl. Pushing through the crowd of holiday 
strollers, he frantically searched for her tiny frame—hoping and praying to catch a glimpse of her coat or hair 
or face—anything to get her back in his arms. Then, as the anxiety and passion to find her grew inside him, he 
saw her, standing at one of the Christmas windows, nose pressed up against it, mesmerized by what was 
inside. Jeff ran over, scooped her up, and hugged her tightly, determined never to let her get lost again.

Practice on Your Own
Spend some time this week journaling 
about the question, “What does God say 
when he looks at you?” Think about 
various seasons of your life (childhood, 
teens, young adulthood, etc,) and what 
your gut response would have been to 
that question in each season. What is it 
now? (Be honest.) 

When you go to bed each night this 
week, ask yourself, What does God say 
when he looks at me?, and then answer it 
by filling in the blank: “He says, I sure do 
love [your name]!” Say this out loud even 
if you don’t yet fully believe it. Let the 
truth transform your thinking.

Getting the Big Idea
God loves us more than we can fathom. He initiates having a 
relationship with us as a model for us to follow. When we’re filled with 
understanding of his purposeful, passionate, sacrificial love for us, his 
love moves us to intentionally seek out people far from God, and to let 
them experience his love through us. 

www.QPlace.com

800.369.0307
P.O. Box 1581
Wheaton, IL 60187

These nine surprisingly simple practices build a foundation of relational trust and open the 
gateway for conversations about God to unfold naturally. The goal of the Arts curriculum 
is to help Christians cultivate ongoing spiritual conversations. 

Each module in the Arts series could be used:
1. By individuals who desire vibrant spiritual conversations with those around them
2. In a triad of facilitators getting ready to launch a Q Place
3. In a small group of Christians wanting to grow in these practices
4. In Sunday school classes and a variety of church-based discipleship groups

Q Place empowers Christians 
to engage in meaningful 
conversations about God with 
people who believe differently.

Getting Ready: Noticing, Praying, Listening 
Getting Started: Asking Questions, Loving, Welcoming 
Keeping It Going: Facilitating, Serving Together, Sharing

Q Place Story 
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