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God so securely and 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month  
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist 
 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord 
blesses you as he has blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people 
find the right place for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission.  We’d 
love to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a moment to complete 
an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This 
card will help us connect with you. 

NURSERY   
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, 
the nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the 
gym, the nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym. 
 

 

SERVING TODAY 
 

 

 

LENT PROPHETS 
This service draws from the selected readings for the weeks of Lent,  

Old Testament prophets who call God’s people to repent of their sins and seek His forgiveness.  
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Entrance Words and Invocation                           based on Joel 2:12-13,15-17 
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen! 
P: Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 
  gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; 
  assemble the elders; gather the children. 
C: We are gathered. 
 Where is our God? 
P: The LORD declares to you,  
  “Yet even now, return to me with all your heart, 
  with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
  and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 
C: Will He spare us? 
P: Return to the LORD, your God, 
  for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 
C: He has sent this blessing upon us. Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn   O Christ, You Walked the Road    LSB 424 

 

 
 
© 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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Confession of Sin and Absolution            based on Ezekiel 33:7,10-11,14,16 and Isaiah 12:1-2 

P: The LORD said to His servant Ezekiel,  
  “I have made a watchman for the house of Israel.  
   Whenever you hear a word from my mouth,  
   you shall give them warning from me.” 
  Hear now today, you people of God, 
  His word of warning that still comes to us: 
  “I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die.’” 
C: Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us,  
 and we rot away because of them.  
 How then can we live? 
P: It is true what you have said, but the Lord GOD declares to you: 
  “As I live, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked,  
   but that the wicked turn from his way and live.” 
  Turn back, repent, return to the Lord your God, 
  for with Him there is forgiveness and mercy and grace evermore. 
C: We turn back to You, O Lord;  
 we repent; we have returned to You, Our God. Amen. 
P: And the LORD declares,  
  “None of the sins that you have committed shall be remembered against you.  
    You have done what is just and right; you shall surely live.” 
  For the Lord grants you His righteousness; His new life is yours. 
  Therefore, as His called and ordained servant in Jesus Christ, 
  I forgive you all your sin  
  in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 I give thanks to You, O LORD, 
 because even though You were angry with me, 
 Your anger turned away, so that You might comfort me. 
 Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; 
 for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation. 
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

P: The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P: O Lord, we remember that life alone is nothing without life together, and life 

together is nothing without life in you. O Father, we lay before you this 
patchwork world: Bind it together with the thread of your truth. O Father, we 
lay before you the patchwork church, your people everywhere, and this 
congregation: Bind us together with the thread of your love. All our burdens 
and cares, and all that weighs upon our hearts, we lay before you, so that you 
might bind us together in faith, hope, and love. In the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.   

C:   Amen. 
 

Holy Gospel             Luke 21:33—22:6 (ESV) 
33 [And Jesus said to His disciples]: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will not pass away. 34But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed 
down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come 
upon you suddenly like a trap. 35For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of 
the whole earth. 36But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength 
to escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son 
of Man.” 

37And every day [Jesus] was teaching in the temple, but at night he went out 
and lodged on the mount called Olivet. 38And early in the morning all the people 
came to him in the temple to hear him. 

1Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called the Passover. 
2And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to put him to death, for 
they feared the people. 

3Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was of the number of the 
twelve. 4He went away and conferred with the chief priests and officers how he 
might betray him to them. 5And they were glad, and agreed to give him money. 
6So he consented and sought an opportunity to betray him to them in the absence 
of a crowd. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C:   Thanks be to God.  
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Verse           Joel 2:13b 

P: Return to the LORD, your God,  
C: for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

Series Reading from 1 Peter              1 Peter 1:22–25 (ESV) 
22Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere 

brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 23since you have 
been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living 
and abiding word of God; 24for 

“All flesh is like grass 
 and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
The grass withers, 
 and the flower falls, 
  25but the word of the Lord remains forever.” 
And this word is the good news that was preached to you. 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn of the Day       Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens                    LSB 589 
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Sermon    “Stronger When Apart Because We Remain Together in the Word”          

                  1 Peter 1:22-25 

 

Every day brings to the Christian many hours in which 

he will be alone in an unchristian environment. These 

are the times of testing. This is the test of true meditation 

and true Christian community. Has the fellowship served 

to make the individual free, strong, and mature, or has it 

made him weak and dependent? Has it taken him by the 

hand for a while in order that he may learn again to walk 

by himself, or has it made him uneasy and unsure?  

This is one of the most searching and critical questions 

that can be put to any Christian fellowship. 

…has [the community] lodged the Word of God so 

securely and deeply in his heart that it holds and 

fortifies him…? (p. 88). 
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Offering  

Offertory                          Create in Me      LSB 192 

(Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)   

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Confession of Faith         based on the Apostles’ Creed and Ezekiel 33:12-14 

P: In the 3rd Article of the Apostles’ Creed, we declare: 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
P: Hear this promise from the Lord: 
  “Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people.  
   And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves,  
   and raise you from your graves, O my people.  
   And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live.  
   Then you shall know that I am the LORD;  
   I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 
C: Amen, amen.  Yes, yes, it shall be so. 
 

Benedicamus Domino (“Let us bless, the Lord”) & Benediction (Blessing)  
                         based on Isaiah 12:3-6 

P: With joy you have drawn water from the wells of salvation, so say: 
C: Give thanks to the LORD, call upon his name, 
 make known his deeds among the peoples, 
 proclaim that his name be exalted. 
 Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 
 let this be made known in all the earth. 
 Shout, and sing for joy, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
P: The almighty and merciful Lord,  
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
 bless and preserve you.     
C:   Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

cknowledgments 
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
Scripture quotations in the liturgy are from  

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,  
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  
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Closing Hymn       Almighty Father, Bless the Word        LSB 923 

 

 

 
 

Announcements 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) was executed 
in a Nazi prison on April 9, 1945, for his role in 
a conspiracy to assassinate Adolf Hitler and 
bring the Second World War to an end. His 
involvement in the conspiracy was grounded in 
his conviction that discipleship to Jesus Christ 
required Christians to stand in solidarity with 
the oppressed by standing for and with the oppressed against the oppressor.  

Life Together puts into words a description of what Bonhoeffer and others set to 
create in their Confessing Church illegal seminary at Finkenwalde. The retreat-like 
atmosphere at the seminary built upon an appreciation for the best of the monastic 
practices. The outcome is a book that raises up the vision of what it means to be the 
Church, to be disciples of Jesus who are drawn together in Community around 
God’s Word.  

Copies of the book are available on the Hub so that you can experience 
Bonhoeffer's insight and wisdom into what it means to share life together as 
disciples of Jesus. (Suggested donation $11)  
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Bethel Preschool 

  
 

The preschool has a great need for volunteers and we are asking for your help! 
The Rummage Sale is the preschool's major annual fundraiser. 

  

There are many ways to pitch in: 
· Sunday, February 25 starting at noon after late service: set up tables  

· Monday, February 26 - Friday March 2 - pricing, sorting, folding, and organizing 
 rummage 

·Saturday, March 3 - Rummage Sale Day! Lots of ways to help! We'll need cashiers, 
 baggers, people to carry items, people to fold and organize, people to direct 
 shoppers, and a clean - up crew at the end of the day.  

There is a delicious, free lunch provided for all workers on Saturday. Please consider 
signing up to help. Our volunteers are critical and make a huge impact to the success of 
the sale! 

Sign up online at: 
http://tinyurl.com/preschoolrummage2018    

or on the sign-up sheets on display in the preschool hallway.   
  

 

Drop-off Rummage - Deadline Thursday Evening, March 1  

Begins Sunday February 25 at noon after late service.   Continues 

Monday - Thursday from:  9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. each evening. 

(NOT available from 3:00-6:00 p.m. each day and the door to the gym will be locked.) 
  

Accepted Items 
Clothes, baby items, toys, games, knick knacks, linens, kitchen items, books, shoes, etc. 

(No computers or TV's please.) 
  

If you have a larger item you wish to donate, such as furniture, we ask that you please 
contact the Preschool Office at (847)244 – 9672 or preschool@bethelgurnee.org, to 
make sure we can accept the item. 
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