
 
 

The Christ in My Heart is Weaker Than  
the Christ in My Sister or Brother’s Mouth 

3rd Sunday in Lent 
March 4, 2018 

 

 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

 

Pastor Ben Squires  
Cell phone:  224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org 

 

Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator 
Direct line: 224-623-0800 or email: katrina@bethelgurnee.org 

 

Website:  www.BethelGurnee.org 
 

mailto:pastor@bethelgurnee.org
mailto:pastor@bethelgurnee.org


2 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month  
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has 
blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s 
word and serve His mission.  We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a 
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This 
card will help us connect with you. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus 
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven, 
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and 
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and 
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to 
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by 
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions 
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.  

NURSERY 
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down 
the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room 
at the far end of the gym. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

SERVING TODAY 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
Gayle Olson in memory of her mother’s birthday, Ellaine Puetz and 

The Stoltzman family in celebration of Dan and Fenton Billings’ Birthdays. 
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WORSHIP AT BETHEL 

Worship at Bethel is a combination of a traditional Lutheran 

liturgical order with organ-led hymns, but also incorporates one or 

more praise songs each service, interactive preaching, and an 

atmosphere that invites people of all ages and all backgrounds to 

participate and worship the Lord. 

Bethel rotates through a series of liturgies (orders of service). Some are taken directly 

or adapted from Lutheran Service Book (LSB), the hymnal of the Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod. Other liturgies have been developed for use at Bethel.  

Generally, we use a liturgy for 2 weeks in a row, so that the second week has some 

familiarity. We also try to limit the number of different liturgies in rotation. This 

means that we are able to become familiar with a variety of liturgies, but that there’s 

still a returning to words we’ve already heard and said. This helps worship to become 

more and more our heart language as we hear from God and repeat back to Him the 

words He gives to us.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LENT PROPHETS 
This service draws from the selected readings for the weeks of Lent,  

Old Testament prophets who call God’s people to repent of their sins and seek His forgiveness.  

Entrance Words and Invocation                           based on Joel 2:12-13,15-17 
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen! 
P: Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 
  gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; 
  assemble the elders; gather the children. 
C: We are gathered. 
 Where is our God? 
P: The LORD declares to you,  
  “Yet even now, return to me with all your heart, 
  with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
  and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 
C: Will He spare us? 
P: Return to the LORD, your God, 
  for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 
C: He has sent this blessing upon us. Amen. 
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Opening Hymn     Glorious Things of You Are Spoken    LSB 648 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

  Acknowledgments 
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
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copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  
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Confession of Sin and Absolution            based on Ezekiel 33:7,10-11,14,16 and Isaiah 12:1-2 

P: The LORD said to His servant Ezekiel,  
  “I have made a watchman for the house of Israel.  
   Whenever you hear a word from my mouth,  
   you shall give them warning from me.” 
  Hear now today, you people of God, 
  His word of warning that still comes to us: 
  “I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die.’” 
C: Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us,  
 and we rot away because of them.  
 How then can we live? 
P: It is true what you have said, but the Lord GOD declares to you: 
  “As I live, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked,  
   but that the wicked turn from his way and live.” 
  Turn back, repent, return to the Lord your God, 
  for with Him there is forgiveness and mercy and grace evermore. 
C: We turn back to You, O Lord;  
 we repent; we have returned to You, Our God. Amen. 
P: And the LORD declares,  
  “None of the sins that you have committed shall be remembered against you.  
    You have done what is just and right; you shall surely live.” 
  For the Lord grants you His righteousness; His new life is yours. 
  Therefore, as His called and ordained servant in Jesus Christ, 
  I forgive you all your sin  
  in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 I give thanks to You, O LORD, 
 because even though You were angry with me, 
 Your anger turned away, so that You might comfort me. 
 Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; 
 for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation. 
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who 

have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts 
and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your 
Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C:   Amen. 

Anthem                       “I Cannot Tell”   Adult Choir 
• Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His 

truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

I cannot tell why He, whom angels worship, 
  Should set His love upon the sons of men, 
Or why, as Shepherd, He should seek the wand’rers, 
  To bring them back, they know not how or when. 
 

But this I know, that He was born of Mary, 
  When Bethl’hem’s manger was His only home, 
And that He lived at Nazareth and labored, 
  And so the Savior, Savior of the world, is come. 

 

Old Testament Reading              Exodus 20:1–17 (ESV) 
1And God spoke all these words, saying, 
2“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of slavery. 3“You shall have no other gods before me. 
4“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that 

is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the 
fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but showing steadfast love to thousands 
of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

7“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not 
hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 

8“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor, and do all 
your work, 10but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall 
not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your 
female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11For in 
six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested 

I cannot tell how He will win the nations, 
  How He will claim His earthly heritage, 
Or satisfy the needs and aspirations 
  Of east and west, of sinner and of sage. 
 

But this I know, all flesh shall see His glory, 
  And He shall reap the harvest He has sown, 
And some glad day His sun shall shine in splendor 
  When He the Savior, Savior of the world, is known. 
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the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
12“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that 

the LORD your God is giving you. 
13“You shall not murder. 
14“You shall not commit adultery. 
15“You shall not steal. 
16“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 

wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything 
that is your neighbor’s.” 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

New Testament Reading             1 Corinthians 1:18–31 (ESV) 
18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of 
God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly 
of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks 
seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men. 

26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God 
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 
world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even 
things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being 
might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, 
whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Song of Preparation  Thy Word is a Lamp   LSB 973 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company; admin. EMI . Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

Verse           John 2:19 

P: The Lord Jesus said, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 
C: He was speaking of His body and the Resurrection. 

Holy Gospel        John 2:13–22 (ESV) 
13The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the 

temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the 
money-changers sitting there. 15And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of 
the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-
changers and overturned their tables. 16And he told those who sold the pigeons, 
“Take these things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” 17His 
disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 



9 

18So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 
19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 
20The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you 
raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22When 
therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 
this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn of the Day            In Christ There Is No East or West     LSB 653 

 

 

 
 
admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.; © 1993 Mark A. Jeske; © 1982 The Jubilate Group 
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Arts Appreciation  

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon    “The Christ in My Heart is Weaker Than  

   the Christ in My Sister or Brother’s Mouth”  

“The basis upon which Christians can speak to one 
another is that each knows the other as a sinner, who, 
with all his human dignity, is lonely and lost if he is not 
given help…This recognition gives to our brotherly [and 
sisterly] speech the freedom and candor that it needs. 
We speak to one another on the basis of the help we 
both need. We admonish one another to go the way that 
Christ bids us to go. We warn one another against the disobedience that 
is our common destruction. We are gentle and we are severe with one 
another, for we know both God’s kindness and God’s severity. Why 
should we be afraid of one another, since both of us have only God to 
fear? Why should we think that our brother [or sister] would not 
understand us, when we understood very well what was meant when 
somebody spoke God’s comfort or God’s admonition to us, perhaps in 
words that were halting and unskilled?....[God] has put His Word in our 
mouth. He wants it to be spoken through us. 

“The Christ in [my] own heart is weaker than the Christ in the word of  
[my brother or sister]; [my] own heart is uncertain, [my brother or 
sister’s] is sure” (pp. 105-106,108,23)    

–Dietrich Bonhoeffer  (Life Together)  
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Confession of Faith         based on the Apostles’ Creed and Ezekiel 33:12-14 

P: In the 3rd Article of the Apostles’ Creed, we declare: 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
P: Hear this promise from the Lord: 
  “Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people.  
   And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves,  
   and raise you from your graves, O my people.  
   And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live.  
   Then you shall know that I am the LORD;  
   I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 
C: Amen, amen.  Yes, yes, it shall be so. 

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 
 

Offertory                            We Are Called to Stand Together       LSB 828 sts. 1–2 
(Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)   

 

 

 

 
 
© 2000 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
© 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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Prayers 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe, we ask that you wait to 
commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite those who are not communing to 
come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 

• Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders distribute 
the wine—with individual cups or common cup.  The 
individual trays also contain alcohol-removed wine in 
the center of each tray in the purple cups. 

• Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

• Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

• Once you have received the elements, you may remain 
at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   

• Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as prayers to 
God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 

Preface             Jeremiah 26:11,14-15 

P: The prophet Jeremiah, around 600 years before Christ, heard the same 
condemnation which our Lord Himself would face. The priests and the 
prophets said to the officials and to all the people, “This man [Jeremiah] 
deserves the sentence of death, because he has prophesied against this city.”  

C: Just as they condemned Jeremiah, 
 So they condemned Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 But we are the ones deserving the sentence of death. 
P: Jeremiah said to them, “Behold, I am in your hands. Do with me as seems good 

and right to you. Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you will 
bring innocent blood upon yourselves.”   
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C: Just as Jeremiah gave himself into their hands, 
 So Jesus let Himself be arrested and put to death. 
 But Jesus is the innocent One— 
 And He covers us with His innocent blood. 
P: So that you have received His innocence and righteousness, 
  Granting you eternal life, and welcoming you into His throne room, 
  Where we will sing with the prophet Isaiah: 

Sanctus (“Holy, Holy Holy”) God Himself Is Present          LSB 907 st. 2 

based on Isaiah 6:1-7 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 
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Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you.  
 (We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
 

First Distribution Hymn      Blest Be the Tie That Binds                                           LSB 649 

 

 
 

Second Distribution Hymn     Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 
       LSB 622 sts. 1–4 
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Common Dismissal 

P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….            
C:   Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving        LSB 1115 

P: Most High God, we owe You great thanks that in the sacred mystery of the 
Supper You feed us with the body and blood of Your Son. May we recall this 
heavenly meal with true faith, firmly convinced that this body we have 
received is the one given into death for us and that the blood we received is 
the blood shed for our sins; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C:   Amen. 

Benedicamus Domino (“Let us bless, the Lord”) & Benediction (Blessing)  
                         based on Isaiah 12:3-6 

P: With joy you have drawn water from the wells of salvation, so say: 
C: Give thanks to the LORD, call upon his name, 
 make known his deeds among the peoples, 
 proclaim that his name be exalted. 
 Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 
 let this be made known in all the earth. 
 Shout, and sing for joy, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
P: The almighty and merciful Lord,  
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
 bless and preserve you.     
C:   Amen.  
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Closing Hymn                 We Are Called to Stand Together        LSB 828 sts. 1, 5 

 

 

 

 
 

© 2000 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
© 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

Announcements 

 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) was 
executed in a Nazi prison on  
April 9, 1945, for his role in a conspiracy to 
assassinate Adolf Hitler and bring the 
Second World War to an end. His 
involvement in the conspiracy was grounded 
in his conviction that discipleship to Jesus 
Christ required Christians to stand in 
solidarity with the oppressed by standing for 
and with the oppressed against the oppressor.  
 
Bonhoeffer was a German Lutheran pastor. He became part of the Confessing Church, a 
movement within the German Protestant churches, that resisted the Nazi State’s move to 
bring all of the churches under one banner to be known as the Protestant Reich Church.  

 
 
 


