
 

 

 

3rd Sunday of Easter  -  April 15, 2018 
 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

Pastor Ben Squires  
Cell phone:  224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org 

Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator 
Direct line: 224-623-0800 or email: katrina@bethelgurnee.org 

Website:  www.BethelGurnee.org 
 

If you have prayer requests you’d like included in our worship prayers,  
please go to the one of the Prayer List stands and write them down.   

They will be given to Pastor before the worship prayers. 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month  
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has 
blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s 
word and serve His mission.  We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a 
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This 
card will help us connect with you. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus 
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven, 
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and 
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and 
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to 
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by 
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions 
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.  

NURSERY 
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down 
the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room 
at the far end of the gym. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

SERVING TODAY 

 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
Kelley Dorner in celebration of Lexi’s 16th birthday and 

Ralph and Donna Danielsen’s 50th wedding anniversary. 
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EASTER REFRAINS 

An order of service using many refrains and hymn verses continuing the season of Easter. 

Opening Verse                       Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen     LSB 474 sts. 1, ref 

 

 

 

 

 
© 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

 

Proclamation 

P: Christ is risen.  C:   He is risen indeed! 
P: Christ is risen.  C:   He is risen indeed! 
P: Christ is risen.   C:   He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

Proclamation Verse         Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen                        LSB 474 ref 
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Invocation  

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. C:   Amen. 
P: Sing to the Lord and bless His name, proclaim His salvation from day to day. 
C: Give to the Lord all glory and strength,  
 give Him the honor due His name. 
P: Now is Christ risen from the dead and become the firstfruits of them that sleep. 
C: Give to the Lord all glory and strength,  
 give Him the honor due His name. 
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C: Give to the Lord all glory and strength.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

Proclamation Verse          Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen                          LSB 474 ref 

 

 
 

Introit  (Entrance Verses) for the 3rd Sunday of Easter             Psalm 145:4-7,9;  
P: All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,               antiphon (repeated verse): Ps. 145:10 
C: and all your saints shall bless you! 
P: One generation shall commend your works to another, 
C: and shall declare your mighty acts. 
P: On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 
C: and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
P: They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, 
C: and I will declare your greatness. 
P: They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness 
C: and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 
P: The LORD is good to all, 
C: and his mercy is over all that he has made. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P: All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 
C: and all your saints shall bless you!  Amen. 
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen 

world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting 
death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Anthem                                    “The Everliving Song” Adult Choir 
• Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His 

truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

Our sorrow now is banished, and sadness cannot stay. 
There’s been a resurrection; O glorious Easter day! 
We praise His name! We praise His name! 
Alive forever more; Our Savior, Christ, has left the grave and opened heaven’s door! 
 

Our hearts no longer heavy, we now can smile again, 
For Jesus won the battle to conquer death and sin! 
We praise His name! We praise His name! 
The Holy, Spotless Lamb!  He reigns on high, the King of kings; He is the great I AM! 
 

Our lives are filled with gladness, and joyously we sing; 
Our voices touch the mountaintops and make the valleys ring! 
We praise His name! We praise His name: 
The Everliving Song! He sings redemption in our souls, and we to Him belong! 
We praise His name! We praise His name: 
The Everliving Song! He sings redemption in our souls, and we to Him belong! 
Praise the risen, Everliving Song! 
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Readings Hymn                           Rise, Shine, You People  LSB 825 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1974 Augsburg Publishing House; admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

Reading from the History of the Early Church Acts 3:11–21 (ESV) 
11While [a man lame from birth healed by the apostles] clung to Peter and John, all 

the people ran together to them in the portico called Solomon’s, astounded. 12And 
when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at 
this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made 
him walk?  

13“The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our 
fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the 
presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 14But you denied the Holy 
and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15and you killed 
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the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses.  
16“And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom you see 

and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in 
the presence of you all. 

17“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 
18But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would 
suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be 
blotted out, 20that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and 
that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21whom heaven must receive 
until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his 
holy prophets long ago.”  
L: This is the Word of the Lord.      C:   Thanks be to God. 

Song of Praise  Lord, I Lift Your Name on High 
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Epistle (New Testament Letter)  1 John 3:1–7 (ESV) 
1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called 

children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it 
did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not 
yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we 
shall see him as he is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is 
pure. 

4Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness. 5You know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no 
sin. 6No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has 
either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever 
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous.  
L:   This is the Word of the Lord.             
C:   Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Preparation (sing twice)      Hail Thee, Festival Day     LSB 489 refrain 

 

 

Holy Gospel  Luke 24:36–49 (ESV) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 24th chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

36As [two disciples walking on the road to Emmaus] were talking about these 
things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace to you!” 37But 
they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 38And he said to 
them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39See my 
hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have 
flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his feet. 41And while they still disbelieved for joy and were 
marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece 
of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate before them. 
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44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 
and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on 
the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should 
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are 
witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon 
you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.      
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

Gospel Response (sing once)      Hail Thee, Festival Day      LSB 489 refrain 

 

 

Confession of Faith                 Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. —I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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Hymn of the Day                             Father Welcomes  LSB 605 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

Sermon Acts 3:11-21 

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 
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Offertory                                    We Praise You, O God        LSB 785, st. 1 

(sung as the Offerings are brought forward to the altar) 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Prayers of the Church 

 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     

All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance 
to talk.  We invite those who are not communing to come to the 
rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.  
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Communion Distribution 

• Pastor distributes the bread, and the 
Elders distribute the wine—with individual 
cups or common cup.  The individual trays 
also contain alcohol-removed wine in the 
center of each tray in the purple cups. 

• Each side will be ushered from the center 
aisle to the communion rail, row by row, 
starting with the front.   

• Go to the rail on your side of the 
sanctuary, filling in starting with the 
outside wall towards the center.   

• Once you have received the elements, you 
may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   

• Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness) 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God our Father, urgently asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 

  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: who made heaven and earth. 
P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

P: Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that 
we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by 
thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite 
mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have 
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your 
Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true 
obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, 
I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.     C:   Amen. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 
P: We pray: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.  And 
most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious 
resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Passover Lamb, who was 
sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world.  By His dying He has destroyed 
death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life.  Therefore 
with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus (Holy)          Hail Thee, Festival Day      LSB 489 refrain 

 

 
 

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 
 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
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First Distribution Hymn          Children of the Heavenly Father  LSB 725 

 

 

 
 

© Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

 

2nd Distribution Hymn    Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds    LSB 465 sts. 1–3 
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© 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

Common Dismissal 

P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….         C:   Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Let us pray. For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He 
has redeemed us from bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He 
has delivered us into new life in Him.  Father, grant us to keep the Feast in 
sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body given into death and drinking His 
life’s blood poured out for our salvation until we pass through death to the 
promised land of life eternal.      

C:   Amen. 

Proclamation 

P: Alleluia.  
  We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;  

C: death no longer has dominion over him. Alleluia.  
P: Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.       
C:   Alleluia. 
P: Christ is risen.  
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
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Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Closing Verse                Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds  LSB 465 st. 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

 

Announcements 
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