How to Read The Bible

An introduction to reading the Bible.

o

www.thebibleproject.com

Each table will receive a set of Book of the Bible Legos™—
either the Old Testament or New Testament.

=Y See how quickly your table can get the books in order—

.- without looking at the Table of Contents of your Bible!

Ordar

Why Trust the Bible? — A Very Preliminary Overview

If you’re reading, say, Matthew’s Gospel about any particular

event in the life of Jesus, you can count at least three different
people who have put their hands on the biblical account you
are reading and have therefore affected it in some way. First, Véhi’glfzge
and most obviously, the account originates with the author .
who wrote it down. Second, at least one person, and likely
more, copied that original writing and thereby transmitted it,

so to speak, through the centuries into our hands. Third, some-

one (or some committee) translated that copy from its original RiGlbe

language into your native language so you can now read it. At
each step in that process, questions arise that bear heavily on
whether you can really trust the story you’re reading to give a
reliable account of what actually happened. So, moving back-
ward in time from yourself to the event itself, you end up with

a chain of five big questions:
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. Can we be confident that the translation of the Bible
from its original language into our language accurately
reflects the original, or is it saying things the original
never did?

. Can we be confident that copyists accurately transmit-
ted the original writing to us, or did they (deliberately or
not) add, subtract, or change things so much that what we
have is no longer what was originally written?

. Can we be confident that we’re looking at the right set of
books and that we haven’t missed or lost a set of books out
there that gives a different, but equally reliable and plau-
sible, perspective on Jesus? That is, can we be confident
that we’re right to be looking at these books as opposed
to those?

. Can we be confident that the original authors were them-
selves trustworthy? That is, were they really intending

to give us an accurate account of events, or did they have
some other aim—for example, to write fiction or even to

deceive?

. And finally, if we can be confident that the authors did,
in fact, intend to give an accurate account of what hap-
pened, can we be confident that what they described re-
ally took place? In a word, can we be confident that what
they wrote is actually true? Or are there better reasons to

think that they were somehow mistaken?
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Do you see? If we can respond to each of these questions—
translation? transmission? these books? trustworthy? true?>—
with a firm “Check!” then we’ll have a pretty solid chain of
reliability from ourselves to the events in question. We’ll be
able to say, confidently, that

1. we have good translations of the biblical manuscripts;

2. those manuscripts are accurate copies of what was origi-
nally written;

3. the books we’re looking at are indeed the right and best
books to look at;

4. the authors of those documents really did intend to tell us
accurately what happened; and

5. there’s no good reason to think they were mistaken in

what they saw and recorded.!

However you look at it, these affirmations would establish
a pretty solid foundation for thinking that we really can accept
the Bible as historically reliable. And if we can do that, then it
follows that we can consider the Bible’s account of the resur-
rection of Jesus and say, “Yes, I really do believe that happened.
As much as I believe that any other event in history happened,

[ believe Jesus rose from the dead.”

I'This particular line of thought is an expansion of an approach I first learned from Mark
Dever, pastor of Capitol Hill Baptist Church in Washington, DC. Other Christian authors
have also used a similar approach.
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Today’s Video

HOW TO READ THE BIBLE
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Why is it important to know that there many different literary styles in the Bible?

How does that change the question: <Do you believe the Bible is literal>?
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Narrative

BIOGRAPHY
-

What are these different kinds of Narrative?

(What is an especially important difference that makes ONE different than the others?)

What do the video authors say about learning to be like> the people in the Bible?
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What does poetry do? Why not just explain it “plainly>?

What might make these books difficult For us to read?

What are these different kinds of Poetry?
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Prose Discourse

What are some of the words that show up as transitions™ in prose discourse?

What>s the purpose or the author s hope For the reader with prose discourse?

What are these different kinds of Prose Discourse?

SUMMARY

TRUE OR FALSE: Each book is one literary style.

The Bible Project - Literary Styles in the Bible - p. 7



Old Testament
Biblical Classifications
Torah or Pentateuch
Genesis

Exodus

Leviticus

Numbers
Deuteronomy

Historical Books
Joshua

Judges

Ruth

1 & 2 Samuel

1 & 2 Kings

1 & 2 Chronicles
Ezra

Nehemiah
Esther

Poetry/Wisdom
Job

Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Songs

Major Prophets
Isaiah

Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel

Daniel

Minor Prophets
Hosea

Joel

Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

Genre Classifications
Narrative Histories
Genesis

Exodus

Numbers

All of the Historical Books
Daniel

Jonah

Religious Instruction
Leviticus
Deuteronomy
Haggai

Zechariah

Malachi

Poetry
Psalms

Song of Songs
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Hosea

Joel

Amos
Obadiah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah

Wisdom (Life Direction)
Job

Proverbs

Ecclesiastes

Biographies

Many of the prophets
Ruth

Esther

Daniel

The Bible Project - Literary Styles in the Bible - p. 8



New Testament

Biblical Classifications

Gospels (Good News)
Matthew

Mark

Luke

John

Historical Book
Acts

Epistles (Letters) of Paul
Romans

1 Corinthians

2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
1 Timothy

2 Timothy
Titus

Philemon

Other Epistles
Hebrews

James

1 Peter

2 Peter

1 John

2 John

3 John

Jude

Prophetic Book

Revelation

Genre Classifications

Narrative Histories
Gospels
Acts

Biographies
Matthew
Mark

Luke

John

Religious Instruction
All of the Epistles
Revelation

Life direction
All of the Epistles
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Literary Style of 1John
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What about the beginning of 1John signals that it’s different than
2 John, 3 John, or a letter of Paul?

What do you think this literary description of 1 John means? Kind of an odd combination, isn’t it?

1John §1-8 6th Sunday of Easter — May 6

'Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who
loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2By this we know that we love the
children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For this is the love of God,
that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. “For everyone
who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the
world—our faith. *Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is
the Son of God?

®This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the
water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. ‘For
there are three that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree.

Work together as a team to write out these verses
to represent the actual literary style of 1John.
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