
 

5th Sunday of Easter on the 5th Sunday of the month 
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BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL 
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647 

Pastor Ben Squires  
Cell phone:  224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org 

Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator 
Direct line: 224-623-0800 or email: katrina@bethelgurnee.org 

Website:  www.BethelGurnee.org 
 

Prayer Leaves 
When there’s a 5th Sunday in a month, we focus on  
Praise & Thanksgiving for the Prayers of the Church.  
Today on your way in, each person got a leaf. Pastor will  
give you instructions for your “prayer leaf” during the  
sermon. If you didn’t get a leaf, please see an usher.  
(Other prayer requests can be submitted on the attendance cards to be included in the 
full Prayer List which is sent out by email on Monday. If you don’t receive our emails, 
send an email to office@bethelgurnee.org). 

mailto:pastor@bethelgurnee.org
mailto:pastor@bethelgurnee.org
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  WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month  
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has 
blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s 
word and serve His mission.  We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a 
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This 
card will help us connect with you. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus 
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven, 
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and 
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and 
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to 
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by 
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions 
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.  

NURSERY 
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down 
the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room 
at the far end of the gym. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

SERVING TODAY 

 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
The Swanson family in celebration of Tanner’s 15th (4/16) and Lauren’s 17th (4/30) birthdays, and 

The Anderson family in celebration of Mae’s First Communion. 
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MATINS 

This service is adapted from Matins (prayer at early dawn) in Lutheran Service Book.   
 

 

Opening Hymn          Lord, This Day We've Come to Worship  LSB 911 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1995 Richard C. Dickinson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
© 1942, 1970 Broadman Press; admin. Genevox Publishing. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

  



4 

Invocation  

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.      
C:   Amen. 

Remembrance of Baptism LSB Agenda 20, alt. 
P: In Holy Baptism God the Father has made us members of His Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, and inheritors of all the treasures of heaven in the one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church.  We receive one another in the Name of Jesus as 
brothers and sisters in Christ, so that together we might hear His Word, 
receive His gifts, and proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of 
darkness into His marvelous light.   

C:   Amen. 

Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness)                      LSB 151 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,  
 will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.                                1 John 1:8-9 
 

P: We have come together today to hear God’s Word, pray to Him and praise Him, 
and receive the gifts of His forgiveness.  So let us first admit that we’re not 
worthy of His love.  Let us confess to God and confess to each other that we’ve 
sinned.  We are sinners in what we think, what we do, what we don’t do, and 
there’s no way out of this by our own actions.  All we can do as God’s people is to 
seek His mercy and forgiveness that comes to us through Jesus Christ.  

C: O God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.         Luke 18:13 
 

P: O almighty God, merciful Father,                             LSB 184 
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death 
of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, 
I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.                                     John 20:19-23 
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Opening Verses         LSB 220 
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Venite (“O Come, Let Us Sing”)                              LSB 220 

 

 

 

 

 
Responsory 
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Anthem                                  “Go Ye Into the World” Adult Choir  
Go ye go ye into the world And make disciples of all the nations   
 

Refrain:  Go ye go ye into the world And I will be with you there 
 

Go ye go ye into the world And take the Gospel to all the people  (Refrain)  
 

I am the Vine you are the branches Ever the fruit to bear  
I am the Light you the reflection ev'rywhere 
 

Go ye go ye into the world And tell the story to all the believers  (Refrain) 
 

Go ye now and make disciples of all the nations  (Refrain) 
 

Go ye now and take the Gospel to all the people  (Refrain) 
 

I am the Vine and you the branches I am the Light for you to share 
 

So go ye now and tell the story to all believers  (Refrain) 
 

A Reading from the History of the Early Church Acts 8:26–40 (ESV) 
26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road 

that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. 
And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 
28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And 
the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and heard 
him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
31And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up 
and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this:       
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so 
he opens not his mouth.  33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his 
generation?  For his life is taken away from the earth.”   

34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning 
with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36And as they were going 
along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What 
prevents me from being baptized?” 38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they 
both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And when 
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch 
saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, 
and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea. 
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Song of Praise  You Are the Vine 

You are the vine 
We are the branches 
Keep us abiding in You 
You are the vine 
We are the branches 
Keep us abiding in You 
 
Verse 
And we’ll go in Your love 
And we’ll go in Your name 
That the world will surely know 
That You have power to heal__ and to save__ 
You are the vine 
We are the branches 
Keep us abiding 

 
CCLI Song # 52538  Danny Daniels | Randy Rigby © 1985 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Vineyard Music USA) For use solely with the 
SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com  CCLI License # 11157642 

 

Holy Gospel John 15:1–8 (ESV) 
1[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch 

of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit 
he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean because of the word 
that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 
by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5I am the 
vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he 
is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown 
into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that 
you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.” 
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

  

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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Gospel Response                     Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen  LSB 474 sts. ref, 3 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

Collect (Prayer of the Day) for 5th Sunday of Easter 

P: O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may 
love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among 
the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are 
found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Confession of Faith                 Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. —I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  



10 

Hymn of the Day         The Saints in Christ Are One in Every Place  LSB 838 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1996 The Jubilate Group; admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
© Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

Sermon             Vine & Branches      John 15:1-8 
 

Offering  
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Offertory                        Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen (Reprise)  LSB 474 sts. ref, 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Leaves 
 

 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     

All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to 
talk.  We invite those who are not communing to come to the rail, 
cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.  
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Communion Distribution 

• Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders distribute the wine—with individual 
cups or common cup.  The individual trays also contain alcohol-removed wine in the 
center of each tray in the purple cups. 

• Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

• Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

• Once you have received the elements, you may remain 
at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   

• Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for 
communion, sing the hymns as prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P: We pray: Holy God, mighty Lord,  
C: gracious Father: 
P: Endless is Your mercy and eternal Your reign. 
  You have filled all creation with light and life; 
C: Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
P: Through Abraham, You promised to bless all nations. 
  Through the prophets, You renewed Your promise. 
C: And now in these last days, You have sent Your Son. 
P: Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup, 
C: We remember the life our Lord offered for us. 
P: And believing the witness of His resurrection and His promise to return again, 
C: We wait to share in the great and promised feast. 
P: Send now, we pray, 
C: Your Holy Spirit, 
P: So that we who receive the Lord’s body and blood, 
C: May receive Him with a living faith. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     
C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)  

First Distribution Hymn                Abide, O Dearest Jesus  LSB 919 

 

 
 

5 Abide with Your protection 
    Among us, Lord, our strength, 
Lest world and Satan fell us 
    And overcome at length. 

 
 

  

6 Abide, O faithful Savior, 
    Among us with Your love; 
Grant steadfastness and help us 
    To reach our home above. 
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Second Distribution Hymn     Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  LSB 700 sts. 1–3 
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Common Dismissal 

P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….          
C:   Amen. 
               LSB 227 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in 
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that 
for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask 
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by 
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.    

C:   Amen. 

Collect for Guidance 

P: Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your most gracious favor, and further us 
with your continual help that in all our doings begun, continued, and ended in 
You we may glorify Your holy name and finally by your mercy obtain eternal 
salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.      

C:   Amen. 
               LSB 227 

 

Benediction (Blessing) 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.      

C:   Amen. 
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Closing Hymn                 Love in Christ Is Strong and Living  LSB 706 

 

 

 
 
© 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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