
ELDER OF THE WEEK - We will be highlighting 

one of our Elders each week.  This will help you to know 
who the Elders are and some background information 
about each one.  The Elders oversee and lead decision 
making about all matters pertaining to the spiritual 
welfare of the Congregation through worship, 
Sacraments, discipleship/education, disciple care, and 
outreach. The Elders support each of us in the 
congregation and are available for prayer anytime. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Disciple Care Elder:  Rich Arnold  
Home:  Bay City, Michigan 
Occupation: Retired after 45 years as      
 a math/science teacher and school 
 counselor in Lutheran High Schools 
Family: Married for 50 years to Karen 
 (the love of my life) and have two 
 daughters - Christianna & Kimberly.  I have three 
 granddaughters and a grandson. 
Skill or talent: If I had a shop, I could build wooden 
 canoes and Adirondack guide boats.  I am also pretty 
 good at Euchre and Cribbage. 
Happiest doing when not at work: Taking rides, 
 exploring, and antiquing with Karen.  Also, playing 
 and messing with my grandchildren. 
Favorite thing about Bethel: Sunday School/Preschool 
 because that is where faith development starts. 
Looking forward to: Assisting Pastor and Disciple  
 Care Coordinator in caring for the members of the 
 Bethel family. 
Contact: rarnold404@gmail.com or 314-803-4324 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Voters’ Meeting - Delayed  No, its not a weather 

related delay like we are experiencing in the start to the 
baseball season. The church council needed a couple 
extra weeks to prepare. Please update/mark your 
calendars to come to a brief Voters’ Assembly meeting 
on May 6 after fellowship.  The agenda is the following: 
1.) Approve expense greater than $2,000 - Parking lot 
sealing/striping  2.) Approve an increase to the allowed 
expenditure - Preschool Playground 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Youth Group Gift Card Fundraiser  
Deadline—Sunday, May 6   Order forms are 
available on the Hub. Check & form can be 
put in the offering plate or turned in at the church office.  

  

 

 

 

BETHEL BUZZ  

 Bethel Website: www.bethelgurnee.org    Office: 847-244-9647    Preschool: 847-244-9672    Email: office@bethelgurnee.org 

Pastor Ben Squires   Cell: 224-419-5519 / pastor@bethelgurnee.org      

Katrina Johns - Equipping Coordinator   Direct line:  224-623-0800 / katrina@bethelgurnee.org         
Linda Gifford - Administrative Assistant     linda@bethelgurnee.org        Lisa Schwarz - Office Manager              lisa@bethelgurnee.org                                   

Karen Leicht - Disciple Care Coordinator   karen@bethelgurnee.org      Donna Stutzman - Preschool Director   preschool@bethelgurnee.org       

Baby Shower For Love, INC 
YOU ARE INVITED!  

TODAY is the Love INC baby shower during 
fellowship.   Hope you can join us. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Collecting Children’s Books     Due Date—TODAY.  

My girl scout troop and I are working on 
our Silver Award. In order to get this 
award, we are partnering with Bernie’s 

Book Bank to collect children’s books (Birth to 6th grade). 
The books that we are collecting are new or gently used. 
Our goal is to collect 1,000 books to help children who do 
not have the privilege to own them.  We are NOT collecting 
textbooks, work books, activity books, reference books, or 
religious books. Thank you! . A box is set up near the 
sanctuary.   Sincerely,  Katie Kreamer (Bethel Member)  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COOL Plant Sale The Annual C.O.O.L. Plant and Flower 

Sale will be held Saturday, May 12 in the 
parking lot at Bethel.  Remember to come and 
pick up your pre-ordered plants and flowers 
from 11AM - 2PM! If you forgot to order, items will be 
available the day of the sale. Volunteers are needed to 
help, you can sign up for one or more shifts: Set-up: 6:15
-10AM, Dist.: 9:30AM-2PM, Clean-up: 1:15-3PM Contact 
Lisa in the church office if you are able to volunteer or 
have a wagon we can borrow (lisa@bethelgurnee.org).   
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Fuller Road Clean Up  We had a good turn out of 

Bethel members for the Earth Day road clean up, but 
sadly, no community members joined us. Nevertheless it 
was a lovely spring day for a walk and we collected a 
small mountain of trash. Thank you to Cheryl Ross for 
the delicious chocolate chip cookies - they were a sweet 
treat after our productive walk. Thank you to the clean 
up crew:   Pastor, Susan, Sam, Jude, & Owen Squires 
Monte Stoltzman  Jack Warneke 
Michelle and Javier Ramon Sue Schmitke 
Joan and Elizabeth Blasco Chuck Kozlik 
John and Karen Kozlik   Bob Souza  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Free Shred Event  The Thrivent Community- North 

Lake County Office is hosting a free shred truck on May 6 
from 10AM-1PM at our office, 927 W Glen 
Flora Ave., Waukegan. We are excited to offer 
this free service to your church members.   
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Michelle Bruszer-Konczal Bethel member George Bruszer’s 

daughter Michelle Bruszer-Konczal is a 6x cancer survivor 
who will be having surgery and starting holistic care! To 
donate for Michelle’s medical bills and see her full story, go to 
https://www.gofundme.com/michelle-bruszer-konczal. If 
you’d prefer to pay by check, write a check to Bethel and put 
Michelle’s name in the memo line & place in the offering plate. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sunday School: Today’s Sunday School lesson is about Jacob 

and Esau from Genesis chapters 25 and 27. 
This is the story of how Rebekah and Issac became parents to 
Esau and Jacob through God’s grace.  The boys were twins   
but very different; Esau was born first, covered with red hair 
like a cloak.  Jacob was born with his hand holding Esau’s 
heel. When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter while 
Jacob was a quiet man.  Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his 
game, but Rebekak loved Jacob.   Jacob wanted Esau to sell him 
his birthright in exchange for some stew and bread.  As Isaac 
grew old and failing in sight, Rebekah helped Jacob pose         
as Esau to receive his father’s blessing.  When Isaac realized  
he had blessed Jacob instead of Esau, he trembled 
violently.  From that day Esau hated Jacob and vowed to kill 
him.  In order to save Jacob, Rebekah told him to flee to Laban 
until his brother’s fury ended.  
**Interested in learning more about Sunday School teaching or 
superintendent roles? We would love to speak to you!  Contact 
Diane Sanders or Kylie Brazda in Sunday School office. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Landscaping Day Like gardening? Have a little free 

time? Starting May 2 running through September each  
Wednesday from 9 - 11 AM is landscaping day.  During this 
time, focus on improving and maintaining plant life around the 
grounds will be the focus.  Throughout the season there will 
be a variety of projects ranging from planning, planting, curb 
appeal and unfortunately weed control. Everything is flexible 
so if Wednesday doesn't work you can help on your schedule 
and according to your abilities. If you're interested, try to 
make the May 2 morning or contact Monte Stoltzman 
(stoltzman@comcast.net).   
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LWML There is an LWML zone rally at Redeemer Lutheran 

Church in Waukegan on April 28  from 9AM—1AM. 
Interested? Contact Kathy Schwartz at 847-231-4351. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vacation Bible School   VBS needs you the mornings of 

July 16—20! Contact Kylie Brazda, Jeremy or Andrea Little      
if you have any questions (vbs@bethelgurnee.org).  
Registration is open at  www.bethelgurnee.org. 

 

 Worship Schedule 
Sunday   8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

Communion  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday  
 

Office Hours  
Monday - Thursday   9AM - 3PM 

Friday   9AM - 12PM 
 

Last Week’s Attendance  
Sunday 8:00 a.m.—102 
Sunday  10:45 a.m.—87 

Sunday School—103 

Graduate Information  If you have a High 

School or College graduate, contact Karen Leicht in 
the church office.  Information needed is when and 
where they will be graduating from and their future 
plans.  We need this information by Monday, May 20 
for this to be included in the June/July Big Buzz. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Fundraisers in Honor of Micah  On Tuesday, 

May 1 join us to celebrate Micah's 8th Birthday at 
Panera in Gurnee! Present the flyer (on the Hub) and 
20% of your purchase will be donated to Team Micah 
and the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society on Micah's 
behalf.  On Saturday, May 26, join the Silasiri family 
for this year's 4th Miles for Micah 5K/Kids Dash! The 
5K race will begin at 9AM at Viking Park - Kids Dash 
10AM. Here is the link to register: https://goo.gl/
forms/f6myhEaXCUxg5kmm2   
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COOL Fundraiser  On Thursday May 3, Portillo’s in 

Gurnee is donating 20% of their check to COOL 
Ministries. Just bring a Portillo’s flyer, from the Hub, 
to the restaurant. Present it to the cashier, then enjoy 
a wonderful dinner out while easily supporting COOL 
programs! You can also get a flyer on the website 
(http://coolministries.org).   
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This Week’s Calendar 
 

Monday, April 30       
 12:30 p.m.— Staff Meeting 
 6:00 p.m.—Basketball 
Tuesday, May 1  
 6:15 p.m.—Confirmation Class (8th graders only) 
Wednesday, May 2 
 9:30 a.m.—Women’s Bible Study in Lounge   
Thursday, May 3  
 1:00 p.m.— PADS Neighborhood Walk 
Friday, May 4   Katrina’s day off 
 5:00 p.m.— Wedding Rehearsal/Rehearsal Dinner 
Saturday, May 5   Katrina’s day off 
 4:00 p.m.—Wedding 
Sunday, May 6     
 8:00 a.m.—Communion in Gym 
 9:00 a.m.—Fellowship  
 9:30 a.m.—Sunday School & Bible Study 
 10:45 a.m.—Communion in Sanctuary  

 Serving Sunday 8:00 a.m.    10:45 a.m. 
Elders: Dave Ziegler Randy Gifford 
Comm/Asst. Elder: OPEN OPEN 
Acolytes: Sam Squires, Nathan Faitsch Hillary Fleming, Cameron Fleming 
Lay Readers: Cheryl Ross, Dave Ross Jack Warneke, Monte Stoltzman 
Ushers: Don Heidlauf, George Bruszer John Schultz, Lance Rasmussen 
Greeters: Jeff & Mary Kay Ams,  

The Maag Family 
Diane Perkins,  
Sandy Lahera 

Fellowship: Theresa Fugelseth  
May Altar Guild: Diane Mundrick  Deborah Wuethrick 
May Counters: Mary Kay Ams Joan Blasko 
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