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The BIG Buzz 

Youth Group 

Gift Card  

Fundraiser 
  

Orders due 

Sunday, May 6 
 

Find forms  

on the Hub. 

Celebrating  

President Dan Gilbert’s  

Retirement  

Sunday, May 20 

with Gifts to ¡Enviando! 
 

Pastor Dan Gilbert has served faithfully for 12 years as the Northern 
Illinois District President of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. He is 
retiring as his term ends at the end of May.  He has led the NID forward 
in focusing on mission through the emphasis of “New Starts. . .New 
Believers”—encouraging congregation, including Bethel, to try 
something new that will help us connect with people who need to hear 
the Gospel of Jesus. 

Bethel has asked President Gilbert and his wife, Jan, to visit us on 
Sunday, May 20. We invited him to share a few words at both services, 
and we will honor his retirement by gathering a special offering on     
May 20 and May 24/27 to go towards an initiative that is dear to his 
heart: ¡Enviando!  

The Church Council is presenting a “challenge” of $250 from their giving 
budget, hoping that the congregation will match or exceed that amount 
in the special offerings. If you would like to contribute, please bring cash 
or checks (Enviando or President Gilbert in the memo) line.  

On Thursday, May 24, and Sunday, May 27, Pastor Ron Weidler will be 
with us to preach. Pastor Weidler is the District advocate for 
¡Enviando! and will share with us how God is moving in ministry among 
the Hispanics of Northern Illinois. 

What is ¡Enviando!? 

¡Enviando! is a new initiative for sending 
Hispanic missionaries into the mission 
field through The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod’s Northern Illinois District.
     Continued on page 2. 



“To catch the reader's attention, place 

an interesting sentence or quote from 

the story here.” 

 

Write  
“Your Story”  

 

In the past, we have collected stories from Bethel folks to share with everyone as an encouragement 
that God can lead you to spiritual conversations with others. Every year we ask our 8th Grade 
Confirmands to share a faith story. This year we’d like to add stories from others. Please pray about 
sharing a story from your life—there’s many faith stories in our lives. What’s one you’d like to tell? 
 

Your Assignment: Write out a faith story  
1) Think of a specific moment, event, or conversation that is a significant part of God shaping your faith 

in Jesus. 
2) Write out the story to help you think about how you’d tell someone else your story.  Most likely you’d 

share your story in conversation, but writing it out helps you think through how you would explain it. 
3) Use 200 words or less.  There may be much more to the story, but making it short prepares you when 

you may only have time for the brief version. 
4) Avoid churchy language and “insider” expressions so that the story makes sense to someone who 

doesn’t know a lot about the Bible or Jesus. 
5) Focus on how you are different today or how you’re heading in a different direction. Point to God’s 

Spirit who is transforming you day-by-day. 
6) BY MONDAY, MAY 14  email, snail mail, or drop off your story to  
 Katrina Johns, our Equipping Coordinator (katrina@bethelgurnee.org).   
7) Sending it to Katrina helps you actually make a plan to do the assignment. 
8) Please indicate whether you are willing for your story to be shared in the worship bulletin for services 

on Sunday, May 20, together with the Confirmation stories. 
9) If you are willing to share your story, let us know if we can use your name  
 or if you’d rather keep it anonymous (only Katrina & Pastor knowing it’s your story). 

¡Enviando!  Continued from page 1 

What does ¡Enviando! mean? 

Enviando (en-vee-AHN-doh) means 
SENDING! It’s a strong word with strong 
conviction for how God’s precious message of 
salvation must be taken to non-English-
speaking people in our communities. It is at 
the heart of the district’s strategy for 
expanding Hispanic missions. It speaks to a 
need far bigger than any one congregation: 
the need to bring our Lord’s Gospel of grace 
and forgiveness into the Hispanic population 
throughout northern Illinois and beyond.  

What is ¡Enviando! seeking to 

accomplish? 

As missionary Lutherans, we in the NID want to 
rapidly increase the number of Hispanic and 
bilingual pastors serving in northern Illinois, 
expand the number of Hispanic mission sites in the 
district in partnership with our predominantly 
Anglo congregations, and create a strategy that can 
be replicated elsewhere. Money is being raised to 
seed new Hispanic mission starts, provide tuition 
scholarships for future Hispanic church workers 
and help secure the Missionary School at San Pablo 
Lutheran Church in Aurora, Illinois. 



Preschool News…. Rite of   
Confirmation 

 

 
Eight Bethel 8th grade students will be 
confirmed on May 20.  We celebrate and pray 
with the candidates and their families. 
 

 Allyson Adams Jacob Herstowski 
 Lily Erwin Katie Kreamer 
 Nathan Faitsch Logan Rosenthal 
 Hillary Fleming Sam Squires 
 

May the Lord bless and continue to  awaken 
their head knowledge of the faith to “heart life”. 
          

 

Remembrance 
Bethel member  

Susan A. Touhy  

passed to eternal life on April 11, 2018. 

We will keep her family in our prayers. 

Holy Baptism 

Magnolia Mae Hutsell 
baptized on April 8th  ~  Parents:  Jeff and Leah  

When May arrives it means we have almost reached the 
end of the 2017-2018 preschool year.  The little ones, who 
were afraid to come or to leave their parents last fall, are 
now eager to arrive and start their preschool days.  Many 
have made friends with other children and now happily 
share and play cooperatively.  They’ve all grown taller and 
become more capable and coordinated.  Most importantly, 
they all can tell you about their best friend, Jesus, who 
came as a baby at Christmas, grew to manhood, did 
marvelous wonders for his friends, made the ultimate 
sacrifice for us sinners on Good Friday, and rose again on 
Easter morn. 

The month of May starts off with parent-teacher 
conferences for the 3 Day (MWF) families on Friday,     
May 4.  We get to tell the parents about how their child 
has grown, and how their child’s kindergarten readiness 
skills have developed during this school year. 

During the first weeks of May, the children will be busy 
making special projects for Mother’s Day.  During the very 
last week of school, they will also make a gift for their 
Father.  Mothers and Fathers are special gifts from God.  
The example of loving parents is the child’s first model of 
our loving heavenly Father. 

If the weather cooperates, we hope to spend a lot of time 
playing outdoors this month. The children love to observe 
the spring changes outdoors. They will be busy picking 
dandelions and collecting beautiful rocks for their 
families.  Our classroom caterpillars are arriving and will 
give the children the opportunity to watch an amazing 
metamorphosis.     

Our closing day program will be held on Friday, May 25.  
Parents and families are expected to attend the closing 
program on the last day of school.  We will gather in the 
church sanctuary for our closing devotion with Pastor 
Squires and then gather in the Fellowship Hall for 
refreshments and our last goodbyes.   

We still have a number of openings in our Preschool 
Playtime, our 3 year old (2day) class and 4 year old (3day) 
class.  If you know of any child who would be eligible to 
attend in September, please pass on the word about 
Bethel Preschool to the parents.  Tell prospective families 
to call the preschool office at (847) 244-9672 or email 
preschool@bethelgurnee.org 

Friday, May 4: – no school 

 3-Day Parent-Teacher Conferences  

Friday, May 25:  

 Closing program for both classes 

mailto:preschool@bethelgurnee.org


 

Beginning Thursday, May 24 

Know the Bible Now 
A Visual Intro to the Bible 

Summer Sermon Series 

People never feel like they know enough 

about the Bible. No matter if you’re new 

to Christianity, haven’t looked at the Bible 

since Sunday School some 20 years ago, 

or are in church every week, you still may 

doubt that you could learn the Bible.  

 
This is one reason that God brings us 

together in the Church—we need to learn 

the Bible from each other. We keep 

encouraging one another to hear the 

Bible again, to return to it day after day, 

week after week. It is God’s rich fountain 

of life-giving words. 

 
This summer at Bethel you’ll have a 

unique opportunity to review the major 

stories of the Bible. Kind of like Sunday 

School during Worship, each week we’ll 

feature one of the stories that shape 

God’s story of how He brought 

salvation for His people. Together with 

the companion book from Concordia 

Publishing House, this is a time to 

review those stories, learn new stories 

(or stories you’ve forgotten), while 

also seeing how God speaks to us 

through His Word to give us 

confidence and hope now. 

 
Books are available for purchase at 

Bethel from the Resource Shelves 

(located between 

Katrina and Pastor’s 

offices). The suggested 

donation is $15, but if 

you are unable to 

afford that, we still 

want you to take a 

copy for your family. 



  

 

 

 

 

Fundraisers 
in honor of 

Micah  
There will be two fundraisers in honor of Micah! 
The first is a Panera fundraiser at the corner of 
Grand & Hunt Club and the second is a 5K Run/
Walk and Kids Dash. 

Take TODAY off from cooking and join the Silasiri 
family to celebrate Micah's 8th Birthday!!  They 
will be celebrating Micah's birthday by hosting a 
fundraiser at Panera.  Be  sure to present the flyer 
(that was emailed to you) and 20% of your 
purchase will be donated to Team Micah and the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society on Micah's 
behalf. Thank you for your continued support for 
Micah and for those battling blood cancers. 

On Saturday, May 26, join the Silasiri family for 
this year's Fourth Miles for Micah 5K/Kids 
Dash!  The 5K race will begin at 9AM at Viking   
Park and the Kids Dash will begin at 
approximately 10AM.  All participants will receive a 
tech shirt and medal.  Please join the Silasiri family 
….....either in person or by choosing to run the race 
VIRTUALLY! Either way, you are helping us to 
honor Micah, get a good workout, and support the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. Contact Jen Silasiri 
(jensilasiri@hotmail.com) if you have any 
questions!!   

Here is the link to register!   

https://goo.gl/forms/f6myhEaXCUxg5kmm2  

 

Drive Out  
Domestic Violence 

Golf Outing 
MONDAY, AUGUST 13 

Briarwood Country Club in Deerfield 

11:00AM REGISTRATION AND LUNCH 
12:30PM SHOTGUN START 

5:30PM COCKTAILS AND DINNER 

Registration includes green fees, cart, lunch, on-
course events, beverages, cocktail reception, 
dinner, and more! 

To register or become a sponsor go to: https://
asafeplaceforhelp.org/get-involved/golf-outing/ 

Landscape 
Mornings  

 

 

Like gardening? Have a little free time?  
Starting May 2 running through September 
each Wednesday from 9 - 11 AM is 
landscaping day.  During this time, focus on 
improving and maintaining plant life around 
the grounds will be the focus.  Throughout the 
season there will be a variety of projects 
ranging from planning, planting, curb appeal 
and unfortunately weed control. Everything is 
flexible so if Wednesday doesn't work you can 
help on your schedule and according to your 
abilities. If you're interested in Bethel curb 
appeal try to make the May 2nd morning or 

contact Monte (stoltzman@comcast.net).    
 

C.O.O.L.   
Annual Plant 
and Flower 

Sale 
 

 The 19th Annual C.O.O.L. Plant and Flower 
Sale will be held Saturday, May 12 in the 
parking lot at Bethel.  Remember to come and 
pick up your pre-ordered plants and flowers 
from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.! 

Did you forget to order? Items will be 
available the day of the sale so come early       
for the best selection. These make great 
Mother’s Day gifts also!  

Volunteers are needed to help with the set-up 
and distribution of the plants.  You don’t need 
to know plants to help. You can sign up for 
one or more shifts:  

 Set-up:  6:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.   
 Distribution:  9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
 Clean-up:  1:15 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
 

Contact Lisa Schwarz in the church 
office if you are able to volunteer or have a 
wagon we could borrow at  847-244-9647 or  
lisa@bethelgurnee.org.   

mailto:stoltzman@comcast.net


C.O.O.L. Food of the 

Month:   Canned Fruit 

 
 

Thank you for your thoughts and prayers 
and the prayer cards.  You have blessed me 
richly and know you will continue to pour 
into our neighbors and help our churches 
serve in Jesus name. 
 

Thank you and hope to see you soon, 
 

Carl “Spark” Ball 
 
 

The Thrivent Community - North Lake 
County Office is hosting a free shred truck 
on May 6 from 10AM-1PM at our office,    
927 W Glen Flora Ave. Waukegan. We are 
excited to offer this free service to your 
church members.   

 
 

Graduate 

 Information   
 
If you have a High School or 
College graduate, contact Karen Leicht 
(karen@bethelgurnee.org) in the church 
office.  Information needed is when and 
where they will be graduating from and 
their future plans.  We need this information 
no later than Monday, May 20 for this to be 
included in the June/July Big Buzz. 
 

 

Fundraiser 
 

On Thursday, May 3, Portillo’s in Gurnee is offering 
diners the opportunity to direct 20% of their check to 
COOL Ministries. Just bring a Portillo’s flyer to the 
restaurant and present it to the cashier, then enjoy a 
wonderful dinner out while easily supporting COOL 
programs! You can get a flyer on the website (http://
coolministries.org) or from the email sent earlier 
today. 

 
Golf Outing   

Glen Flora Country Club 
 

Golfers mark your calendars as the 15th Annual COOL 
Golf Outing is coming to Glen Flora Country Club on 
Monday, July 9.   You won’t want to miss your chance 
to play this exclusive course and help COOL to Feed 
the Hungry and House the Homeless!    
 

Golfers & tee sponsors are encouraged to visit 
our website (coolministries.org) for payment options 
and more information.   

 

 

COOL Family Housing  
 

Our Family Housing program is in desperate need of 
vacuums.  Also, ALL of the units are in need of blinds, 
both vertical, long and short and horizontal standard 
size.  If you can help with any of these needs, please 
contact our Family Housing Manager Amanda 
Williams at 847-662-1340, ext. 1, or email her 
at awilliams@coolministries.org.  Financials 

 

2018 Average Weekly  
Budget Donations  

 Needed       $10,889 
 Received - March   $10,032 

http://coolministries.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Portillos.jpg
http://coolministries.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Golf-Brochure-2017_1.pdf
mailto:awilliams@coolministries.org


 

GO TOGETHER is a partnership of congregations in 

Gurnee (Bethel, Epicenter, Gurnee Community, House of 

Prayer, Immanuel, Joy! Lutheran, La Vina, Lakeland, Life, 

Village, and New Abbey). We encourage one another and 

work together in reaching out to our communities with the 

Gospel of Jesus. 
 

One of the visible expressions of our partnership is the GO 

TOGETHER Prayer Room. This is a place for individuals and 

ministry groups to go to the Lord in prayer on behalf of 

friends, families, neighbors, the greater Gurnee Community 

and the nation. The room is located on Old Grand Ave 

(near Gurnee Community Church) and is available through 

the sign-up at www.go-together.org, 24 hours per day,       

7 days a week, 365 days of the year. For access to the 

prayer room, contact the church office.  

7 Big Questions

 

UPDATE: For a number of years, we 

have used June as a special emphasis on 

Prayer, asking each church to cover as 

many hours as possible for specific days 

of the month. This year we are moving 

that emphasis to October, which will 

give us more time to plan but also will 

be a great time to be praying about 

preparations for Explore God Chicago 

(January-February 2019).  The GO! 

Pastors have also created a Prayer 

Room Lead Team with representatives 

from each congregation guiding us 

forward. Elizabeth Blasko is Bethel's 

team member. Thanks, Liz! 

Prayer Room   
Coming this Fall 
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July 16th -20th 

VBS Registration is now open!   

Visit www.bethelgurnee.org 

to register online. 

 

Strap on your life jacket and get ready for a rip-roaring river ride with 
Splash Canyon: God’s Promise on Life’s Wild Ride.   

 
Students: Preschool - 5th Grade 

Volunteers: 6th Grade and up 

 

 

Bethel provides our community  

with a free VBS.    

Volunteers and students are guaranteed  

a free t-shirt  

http://www.bethelgurnee.org








To: 

Church office hours 

 

Bethel Lutheran Church 

5110 Grand Ave. 

Gurnee, IL  60031 

Sundays at 8:00 a.m. 
and 10:45 a.m.  

 

Holy Communion:  
1st, 3rd, & 5th 

Sundays  

Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday & Thursday 

9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 
 

Friday 

9:00 a.m.—12 noon 

 
Pastor & Katrina’s 

weekly hours are  

posted outside their  

office doors. 


