
Celebration of the 

Ascension 
After He rose from the dead, the Lord Jesus 

presented Himself alive to the apostles, 
“appearing to them during forty days and speaking 

about the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3).   After 40 
days, He ascended to the heavens.  

40 days past Easter was Thursday, May 10,  
but we moved the Celebration to today.   

When Jesus ascended to the right hand of the 
Father, He did not abandon His Church,  

but He fills all things in heaven and on earth  
and gives gifts to His disciples.  

Even now, through His Church, He continues  
“to do and teach” (Acts 1:1), preaching 

“repentance and forgiveness of sins” (Luke 24:47), 
even “to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  
 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday of the month  

Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  
Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord 
blesses you as he has blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people 
find the right place for them to hear God’s word and serve His mission.  We’d love 
to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a moment to complete an 
attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This card 
will help us connect with you. 

NURSERY   
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, 
the nursery is down the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the 
gym, the nursery is in the youth room at the far end of the gym. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

SERVING TODAY  

 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
Linda Anderson in celebration of Mary Kay’s birthday and 

The Stoltzman in celebration of Jake’s birthday (5/23). 

THE WORD OF GOD SERVICE 
This service celebrates the Word of God, using words from Paul’s letters to Timothy. 
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Opening Anthem          8 AM               “The Butterfly Song”       Cherub Choir 

                                  10:45 AM            “I Am the Resurrection”   Junior Choir 
 

Opening Hymn                See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph  LSB 494 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 He has raised our human nature 
    On the clouds to God’s right hand; 
There we sit in heav’nly places, 
    There with Him in glory stand. 

Jesus reigns, adored by angels; 
    Man with God is on the throne. 
By our mighty Lord’s ascension 
    We by faith behold our own. 
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Invocation and Greeting 

P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.     1 Tim. 1:2b 
C: And also with you. 

The Word of God 

P: In worship, we become acquainted with the sacred writings,  
C: which are able to make us wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  
P: All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,  
  for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,  
C: so that we may be equipped for every good work.  Amen.           2 Tim. 3:15-16 

Confession of Sin 

P: The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance:   
C: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.    1 Tim. 1:15 
P: For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men: 
C: Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all.                 1 Tim. 2:5-6 

Silence for meditation on our need for Christ’s forgiveness.   

Absolution (Forgiveness)            1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Tim. 1:9-10; 2 Tim. 2:21 
P: God our Savior desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of 

the truth.  He saved you and called you to a holy calling, not because of your 
works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave you in Christ 
Jesus before the ages began, and which now has been manifested through 
the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life 
and immortality to light through the Gospel.  You have been cleansed of your 
sin, set apart as holy, useful to our Lord, and ready for every good work in the 
Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen. 
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P: If we have died with him,   
C:  we will also live with him; 
P: if we endure,   
C:  we will also reign with him; 
P: if we deny him,   
C:  he also will deny us; 
P: if we are faithless,   
C:  he remains faithful— 
P: for he cannot deny himself.              2 Tim. 2:13-14 
    

 

Response                Great is the Lord 
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Children’s Message about the Christ Candle 
The Christ Candle was lit on Good Friday, remaining lit through the dark 

days of crucifixion and burial of Christ, reminding us that death was not 

victorious. The Christ Candle continued to burn on Easter Morning—the 

Day of Resurrection. We’ve lit the Christ Candle on the altar each week 

since in celebration of the same. But the Christ Candle is removed from the 

altar, as a reminder that Christ ascended into heaven and was hidden from 

the eyes of the disciples. They awaited His promise to send His Holy Spirit.  

 
Ascension Refrain      Hail Thee, Festival Day                       LSB 489, ref-a 

 

 

Ascension Reading from the Gospel of Luke                       Luke 24:44–53 (ESV) 
44Then [Jesus] said to [His disciples], “These are my words that I spoke to you 

while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and 
the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the 
promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power 
from on high.” 

50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed 
them. 51While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 
52And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were 
continually in the temple blessing God. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Ascension Reading from the Book of Acts                 Acts 1:1–11 (ESV) 
1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 

teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself 
alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God. 

4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for 
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now.” 

6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or 
seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said 
these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men 
stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
P: This is the Word of the Lord  
C:   Thanks be to God. 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and 
continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.     

C:   Amen. 
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Ascension Verses from 1 Timothy & Removal of the Christ Candle 

P: Jesus was revealed in the flesh,                  1 Timothy 3:16; liturgical verse based on Luke 24:49,53 

C: declared righteous in Spirit, 
P: seen by angels, 
C: proclaimed among the nations, 
P: believed on in the world, 
C: taken up in glory.  
P: Send us Your power from on high through Your Holy Spirit, 
C: So that we may go forth with joy,  
 proclaiming Your Name. Amen. 

Ascension Refrain       Hail Thee, Festival Day                LSB 489, ref-a 

 

 

 

Epistle (New Testament Letter)     1 John  5:9–15 (ESV) 
9If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is 

the testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son. 10Whoever believes in the 
Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made 
him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne 
concerning his Son. 11And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of 
God does not have life. 
13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may 
know that you have eternal life. 14And this is the confidence that we have toward him, 
that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 15And if we know that he hears 
us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn of the Day    Christ High Ascended, Now in Glory                LSB 840; tune: 825 
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The Charge for the Pastor 
E: Paul instructed Timothy as a pastor.  His letters speak of the calling and duties of 

pastors…Pastor, we remind you of your duty now: 
C: We charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus:  
 Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season to speak His Word;  
 Point out errors, warn people, and encourage us,  
 with complete patience and teaching.  Amen.                2 Tim. 4:1-2 

Sermon                                     “God’s Testimony”             1 John 5:9-15 

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory Canticle (Luke 1:68-69 in song)                LSB 936 st. 1 

(Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar) 
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Confession of Faith                       Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.— And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers 

P: Supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings  
  are to be made for all people, 

C:  thanking God whom we serve,  
P: as we remember others constantly in our prayers night and day. 
C: And praying for our leaders and all who are in high positions,  
 that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life,  
P: godly and dignified in every way.  
C: This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior.             1 Tim. 2:1-3; 2 Tim. 1:3 

(Pastor then offers the Prayers of the Church).       

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction  

P: There is stored up for you the crown of righteousness,  
  which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to you on the Last Day,  
  and not only to you but also to all who have longed for his appearing.  
  The Lord will rescue you from every evil deed and bring you safely into his 

heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever in the Name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. C:   Amen.             2 Tim. 4:8,18  
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Closing Hymn                 On Christ's Ascension I Now Build  LSB 492 
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