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God Creates the World -- Genesis 1-2

2nd Sunday after Pentecost
Thursday, May 31, and Sunday, June 3, 2018
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647
Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org
Katrina Johns, Equipping Coordinator
Direct line: 224-623-0800 or email: katrina@bethelgurnee.org
Website: www.BethelGurnee.org
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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Thursday 6:30 p.m. & Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays and the Thursday prior
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has
blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s
word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This
card will help us connect with you.

HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven,
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.

NURSERY

We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down
the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room
at the far end of the gym.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SERVING TODAY

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
Bill & Lynda Oesterreich in celebration of their 60 th wedding anniversary.
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GENEROSITY SERVICE
A service celebrating God’s generosity to us—especially in His generous salvation offered as a
gift to us in Jesus Christ. May that generosity transform us.

Opening Hymn

The Lord, My God, Be Praised

Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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LSB 794

Generosity Praises
based on 1 Cor. 2:12; 2 Cor. 9:11; Prov. 11:25; Rom. 12:6,8; James 1:17
P: We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God,
C: that we may understand what God has freely given us.
P: You will be made rich in every way
C: so that you can be generous on every occasion.
P: A generous person will prosper;
C: The one who refreshes others will also be refreshed.
P: We have different gifts, according to the grace,
the gift of God, given to us. If it is encouraging,
C: let him encourage;
P: if it is contributing to the needs of others,
C: let him give generously;
P: if it is leadership,
C: let him lead diligently;
P: if it is showing mercy,
C: let him do it cheerfully.
P: Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
C: coming down from the Father of lights. Amen.
Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness)
based on Titus 3:3-7
P: Confess—admit your sin before the Lord and before one another.
C: In our sinful condition, we were foolish, disobedient,
deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures.
We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another.
P: But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,
C: He saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done,
P: but because of his mercy.
C: He saved us through the washing of rebirth—
P: Your baptism into the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C: He saved us through the renewal by the Holy Spirit—
P: The Spirit He poured out on you generously through Jesus Christ our Savior,
C: So that, now we are made right in God’s eyes,
P: You are justified by his grace, a free gift to you through God’s generosity. You are
forgiven, made right, justified in the Name of the Father, the Son, & the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen! Now we inherit all the riches of the kingdom of God as His children.
P: You inherit the gift of the hope of eternal life through Jesus Christ.
C: Thanks be to God! Amen.
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Hymn of Praise

Christ the Eternal Lord

LSB 829, st. 1

© 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, through Your Word and Spirit You most wonderfully
created all things, and through the Word made flesh You brought new life to
fallen humanity. Grant that in Your mercy we may be conformed to the image of
Him who shares fully in our humanity, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. C: Amen.
Old Testament Reading for the 2nd Sunday after Pentecost
Deuteronomy 5:12–15 (ESV)
[And Moses summoned all Israel and declared the words of God to them]:
12“‘Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded you.
13Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 14but the seventh day is a Sabbath to
the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter
or your male servant or your female servant, or your ox or your donkey or any of your
livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates, that your male servant and your
female servant may rest as well as you. 15You shall remember that you were a slave in
the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out from there with a mighty
hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the LORD your God commanded you to
keep the Sabbath day.’”
L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
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In Worship,
we read the story from
Know the Bible Now,
pages 12-13—
“God Creates the World”
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Hymn of the Day
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O Worship the King

O measureless Might,
ineffable Love,
While angels delight
to hymn Thee above,
Thy humbler creation,
though feeble their lays,
With true adoration
shall sing to Thy praise.
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LSB 804 sts. 1–4, 6

Sermon
Genesis 1:11,12b,13; 20,21c,23,24,25c,26-31; 2:15
11And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation,
plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which
is their seed, each according to its kind, on the
earth.”…And God saw that it was good. 13And there was
evening and there was morning, the third day.
20And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms
of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth
across the expanse of the heavens.”…And God saw that
it was good….23And there was evening and there was
morning, the fifth day.
24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living
creatures according to their kinds—livestock and
creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.”…And God saw that
it was good.
26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
27So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.
28And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds
of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29And God said,
“Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth,
and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30And to every
beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on
the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for
food.” And it was so. 31And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was
very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
2:15The

LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden
to work it and keep it.
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Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Offering Preface
based on King David’s prayer in 1 Chronicles 29:10-14
P: Praise be to you, O Lord, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.
C: Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power
and the glory and the majesty and the splendor,
for everything in heaven and earth is yours.
P: Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.
C: Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things.
P: In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.
C: Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name.
P: But who are we that we should be able to give as generously as this?
C: Everything comes from you,
and we have given you only what comes from your hand. Amen.
Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.
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Offertory

Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings

LSB 782 sts. 1, ref, 2

(Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)

© 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Prayers
The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed
are invited to receive Communion with us
if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,
and the wine is the blood of Christ,
truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk. We invite
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing
from the Lord.
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Communion Distribution
• Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders
distribute the wine—with individual cups or
common cup. The individual trays also
contain alcohol-removed wine in the center
of each tray in the purple cups.
• Each side will be ushered from the center
aisle to the communion rail, row by row,
starting with the front.
• Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary,
filling in starting with the outside wall
towards the center.
• Once you have received the elements, you may remain at the rail for prayer and
leave at your own pace.
• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.
Preparation for the Lord’s Supper & Lord’s Prayer
LSB 290, 203, & others
P: I will go to the altar of God,
C: to God, my exceeding joy.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth.
P: Since we are gathered to receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in
the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and that we
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, and in His
incredible generosity shown to us in the death of His only Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. In perfect love for us Jesus Christ our God and Lord became
incarnate, died, and rose for our sake. He bestows the benefits of His
redeeming work on us as He places His body and blood into our mouths in the
Sacrament of the Altar. As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we
proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P: We pray: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for
the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
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All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)

First Distribution Hymn

Blessed Jesus, at Your Word
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Second Distribution

God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven

LSB 877

Common Dismissal
P: Now may this true body and blood. . .and give you peace. C: Amen.
Generosity Praises
based on Psalm 106:1-5,47-48
P: Praise the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
C: his love endures forever.
P: Who can proclaim the mighty acts of the Lord or fully declare his praise?
C: Remember us, O Lord, when you show favor to your people,
come to our aid when you save them,
P: that we may enjoy the prosperity of your chosen ones,
that we may share in the joy of your nation
14

C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

So we may join your inheritance in giving praise.
Save us, O Lord our God,
and gather us from the nations,
So that we may give thanks to your holy name and glory in your praise.
Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.
Let all the people say, “Amen! Praise the Lord.”
Amen! Praise the Lord.

Benediction
P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve you.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn

Beautiful Savior

LSB 537

Announcements
Acknowledgements
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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REGISTER NOW!
Vacation Bible School
July 16-20
Strap on your life jacket and get ready for a
rip-roaring river ride with VBS Splash Canyon:
God's Promise on Life's Wild Ride. Vacation Bible
School student and volunteer registration is now
online at https://www.bethelgurnee.org/vbs-2018.html
* Each day runs from 9AM-Noon with the students singing at our
Thursday evening (6:30 p.m.) worship service.
* Students entering 5th grade & below get to join the adventure, moving
from Bible story to crafts to games to snacks.
* Students entering 6th grade & up are part of our Volunteer Team. You
are the ones that make VBS possible! (When you register as a volunteer, if
you are entering 6th grade but haven't turned 12 yet, please just register as a
12-year-old. This is a registration system limitation).
* We are in need of many adult volunteers. If you have a flexible work
schedule, or have summers off, we could really use your help! Our student
numbers grow each year, yet we never have enough adult volunteers. Please
consider donating your time to our VBS this summer. If you have any questions,
contact our VBS Directors Kylie Brazda and Jeremy & Andrea Little
at vbs@bethelgurnee.org.
* INVITE YOUR FRIENDS.
Bethel's Vacation Bible School is FREE to students through the generous
support of the congregation and donations. This allows us to direct all
offerings gathered during the week to our Mission Project: A Safe Place.
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