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Know the Bible Now

A Visual Intro to the Bible

Summer Sermon Series

People never feel like they know enough about the Bible. No matter if you're
new to Christianity, haven’t looked at the Bible since Sunday School some
20 years ago, or are in church every week, you still may doubt that you could
learn the Bible.

This is one reason that God brings us together in the Church—we need to
learn the Bible from each other. We keep encouraging one another to hear
the Bible again, to return to it day after day, week after week. It is God’s rich
fountain of life-giving words.

This summer at Bethel you’ll have a unique opportunity to review the major
stories of the Bible. Kind of like Sunday School during Worship, each week
we’ll feature one of the stories that shape God’s story of how He brought
salvation for His people. Together with the companion book from Concordia
Publishing House, this is a time to review those stories, learn new stories (or
stories you've forgotten), while also seeing how God speaks to us through
His Word to give us confidence and hope now.

Books are available for purchase at Bethel from the Resource Shelves
(located between Katrina and Pastor’s offices).

The suggested donation is $15, but if you are unable to afford that, we still
want you to take a copy for your family.

This sermon series refers to “Bible Stories”.
We don’t call them stories as in a fable or fiction,

but a description of an event that really took place.




SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Thursday 6:30 p.m. & Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays and the Thursday prior
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Diver — Choir/New Music Accompanist

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has
blessed us with your presence. Our goalis to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s
word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey. Please take a
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher. This
card will help us connect with you.

HoLy COMMUNION

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven,
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and
eat; this is My Body ... This is My Blood...” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.

NURSERY
We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down
the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room
at the far end of the gym.

SERVING TODAY
Thursday 6:30PM Sunday 9:00AM
Elders: Mike Bandman JJ Jones
Comm/Asst. Elder:  Dave Ziegler Al Diercks
Acolytes: Allyson Adams, Ashley Plapp ~ Sam Squires, Jude Squires
Lay Readers: Sue Bandman Al Diercks
Ushers: Don Heidlauf, OPEN George Bruszer, OPEN
Greeters: Irene Karlovics, Sanders Family,
Bill & Eileen Smith Traynor Family
June Altar Guild: Diane Sanders Margie Tatgenhorst
June Counters: Monte Stoltzman Bill and Kathy Schwartz

TobAY'’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
The Olson family in memory of Gayle’s Father, Gene Puetz, for Father’s Day.




DIVINE SERVICE (BETHEL SETTING)
This service is adapted from the Divine Services in Lutheran Service Book.

Opening Hymn Sing Praise to the God of Israel LSB 936
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:’? 40 bright, ris - ing Sun, now shine on  us In need of il-
. : : I I . | ! ] —
-?—J — - e oo <° —
vis -1 -ta - tion! Re - deem-ing His peo - ple from their sin,
oath re-call - ing— To A - bra-ham made in for - mer years:
way pre-par - ing; To speak on be - half of God Most High,
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of sin and death
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might -y horn with - in  The house of His ser - vant Da - vid!
liv - ered from their fears Might glad -1y and tru - ly serve Him.
grace for all where-by In - iq - wi-ty is for - giv - en.
foot-steps on the path Of peace, in Your pres-ence dawn - ing!

© 1992 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Invocation, Exhortation, and Confession of Sins

P:

C: Amen.
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant

us forgiveness...

C: who made heaven and earth.

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
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| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar,
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another
that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. C: Amen.

Absolution (Forgiveness)
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.
Thanksgiving Verse By Grace I’m Saved LSB 566 st. 3
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Kyne (Lord, Have Mercy)
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, You promised Abraham that he would be
the father of many nations, You led him to the land of Canaan, and You sealed
Your covenant with him by the shedding of blood. May we see in Jesus, the
Seed of Abraham, the promise of the new covenant of Your Holy Church, sealed
with Jesus’ blood on the cross and given to us now in the cup of the new
testament; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 17:22-24 (ESV)

22Thus says the Lord Gob: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar

and will set it out. | will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one,
and | myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 30n the mountain height of
Israel will | plant it, that it may bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble
cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds of
every sort will nest. 24And all the trees of the field shall know that | am the Lorp; |
bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and make
the dry tree flourish. I am the LorD; | have spoken, and | will do it.”

L:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



In Worship,
we read the story from
Know the Bible Now,
pages 46-27—
“God’s Covenant

with Abram”



Hymn of the Day The God of Abraham Praise LSB 798 sts. 1-4, 6, 9
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1 The God of A -br’ham praise, Who reigns en-throned a - bove;
2 The God of A -br’ham praise, At whose su - preme com-mand
3 The God of A -br’ham praise, Whose all - suf - fi - cient grace
4 He by Him-self has sworn; I on His oath de - pend.
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An - cient of ev - er - last-ing days And God of love.
From earth I rise and seek the joys At His right hand.
Shall guide me all my pil-grim days In all my  ways.
I shall, on ea - gle wings up-borne, To heav'’n as - cend.
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Je - ho-vah, great I AM! By earth and heav’n con - fessed;
I all on earth for-sake, Its wis - dom, fame, and pow'r,
He deigns to call me friend; He «calls Him -self my God.
I shall be - hold His face; 1 shall His pow’r a - dore
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I bow and bless the sa-cred name For - ev - er  blest.
And Hm my on - ly por-tion make, My shield and tow’r.
And He shall save me to the end Through Je - sus’ blood.
And sing the won-ders of His grace For - ev - er - more.

6 Thegoodlyland | see,
With peace and plenty blest:
Aland of sacred liberty
And endless rest.
There milk and honey flow,
And oil and wine abound,
And trees of life forever grow
With mercy crowned.

9 The whole triumphant host
Give thanks to God on high.
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!”

They ever cry.

Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine!

I join the heav’nly lays:

All might and majesty are Thine

And endless praise!



Sermon i

Genesis 12:3; 15:1-6,18-21; 17:1-8

#
12 [And God said to Abram,]3“I will bless those who
bless you, and him who dishonors you | will curse, and in ‘K
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” p

15 After these things the word of the LoRD came to
Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, | am your shield;
your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O
Lord Gob, what will you give me, for | continue childless,
and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And
Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring,
and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4 And
behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man
shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your
heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look
toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said
to him, “So shall your offspring be.” ¢ And he believed the Lorp, and he counted it to
him as righteousness.

8 On that day the LorD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring |
give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, " the
land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 2° the Hittites, the Perizzites, the
Rephaim, *'the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.”

17 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LoRD appeared to Abram and said to
him, “l am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that | may make my
covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3Then Abram fell on
his face. And God said to him,*“Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the
father of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be called Abram, but
your name shall be Abraham, for | have made you the father of a multitude of
nations. ¢ I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and | will make you into nations,
and kings shall come from you. 7 And | will establish my covenant between me and
you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.8 And I will give to you and
to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an
everlasting possession, and | will be their God.”



Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offertory God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage LSB 582
(Sung as the Offerings are brought forward and placed on the altar)
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teach - ings pure Through-out all gen - er - a - tions.
Prayers

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed

are invited to receive Communion with us

if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,

and the wine is the blood of Christ,

truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk. We invite
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing
from the Lord.



Communion Distribution

Pastor distributes the bread, and the Altar
Elders distribute the wine—with individual

cups or common cup. The individual trays !

also contain alcohol-removed wine in the L:ﬂj f’ﬂ; Q

center of each tray in the purple cups. / Q

Each side will be ushered from the center QJ [Jj '\ + 7
= \ —

aisle to the communion rail, row by row,
starting with the front.

Go to the rail on your side of the
sanctuary, filling in starting with the
outside wall towards the center.

Once you have received the elements, you
may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.

Return to your seat using the outside aisle.

Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time.

Preparatmn for the Lord’s Supper

TOTIOTITOT

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

We pray: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave
and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Amen.

1



Preface Verses

Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared

LSB 622 sts. 1, 4
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You for need-ed restt For com-fort, and for par - don.
pos - si - ble with You, For You are Lord Al - might - y.
The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and

the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)

12

C: And also with you.



First Distribution

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
**Today’s “Favorite Hymn” selection**

LSB 637
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1 Draw  near and take the bod - y of the Lord,
2 He who His saints in this world rules and shields,
3 Come for - ward then with faith - ful hearts sin - cere,
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And drink the ho - ly blood for you out - poured;
To all be - liev - ers life e - ter - nal yields;
And take the pledg - es of sal - va - tion here.
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With heav’n - ly bread He makes the hun - gry whole,
0] Lord, our hearts with grate - ful thanks en - dow
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Him - self the vic - tim and Him - self the priest.
Gives liv - ing wa -ters to the thirst - ing soul.
As in this feast of love You Dbless us now.




Second Distribution Hymn

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less LSB 575
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1 My hope is built on noth - ing less Than Je - sus’
2 When dark - ness veils His love - ly face, 1 rest on
3 His oath, His cov - e - nant and blood Sup - port me
4 When He shall come with trum - pet sound, Oh, may I
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blood and righ - teous - ness; No mer - it of my
His un - chang - ing grace; In ev - ’ry high and
in the rag - ing flood; When ev - ’ry earth - ly
then in  Him be found, Clothed in His righ - teous -
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own I claim But whol - ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
storm -y gale My an - chor holds with - in  the veil
prop gives way, He then is all my hope and stay.
ness a - lone, Re - deemed to stand be - fore His throne!
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On Christ, the sol-id rock, I stand; All oth-er ground is sink-ing sand.

Common Dismissal

P: Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord....

Post-Communion Prayer

C: Amen.

P: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that
for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.



Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn Christ, the Word of God Incarnate LSB 540 sts. 1, 6
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shine un - van-quished, Light and life You bring to all; Light our
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path with Your own pres - ence, Grant us grace to heed Yourcall.
6 Christ, the Alpha and Omega, Praise and thanks and adoration
Christ, the firstborn from the dead, And unending worship be
Christ, the life and resurrection, To the Father and the Spirit
Christ, the Church’s glorious head: And to You eternally.

© 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Announcements
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Youth Vigion Casting -- June 19,2018

7:30-8:30PM BETHEL

@ Joy! Lutheran IM?III%TTR#

749 S Hunt Club Rd,
Gurnes, IL 60031 Blﬁﬁuu T

Being away from Bethel and our “normal” LEARNING
gives us focus and ability to see things from ﬁRVI Ntl.i
a new perspective TOGETHER

The Spiritual Oversight Elders, Katrina Johns and I invite you to this special evening that
will kickoff a process to cast a vision for Youth Ministry at Bethel. We have seen the need
to infuse our focus on youth ministry with new energy, a renewed sense of purpose, and
add people to the team to lead and guide us forward. This evening will jumpstart this
conversation that ultimately needs all of our leaders, families, youth, and congregation to
speak into, shape, and activate.

SO please mark your calendars to attend. We want adults and youth. We want parents,
but we also want other supportive adults from the congregation--so start spreading the
word.

Don’t forget to register for the evening:
https.//tinyurl.com/bethelvisioncast
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