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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
Thursday 6:30 p.m. & Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays and the Thursday prior 
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has 
blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s 
word and serve His mission.  We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a 
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This 
card will help us connect with you. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus 
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven, 
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and 
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and 
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to 
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by 
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions 
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.  

NURSERY 
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down 
the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room 
at the far end of the gym. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

SERVING TODAY 

 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
The Olson family in memory of Gayle’s Father, Gene Puetz, for Father’s Day.  
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DIVINE SERVICE (BETHEL SETTING) 

This service is adapted from the Divine Services in Lutheran Service Book.   
 

Opening Hymn                  Sing Praise to the God of Israel  LSB 936 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1992 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

Invocation, Exhortation, and Confession of Sins 

P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 
us forgiveness…Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: who made heaven and earth. 
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P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, 
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another 
that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,  
 and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
P: Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and 
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our 
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. C:   Amen. 

Absolution (Forgiveness) 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.      C:   Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving Verse                    By Grace I’m Saved         LSB 566 st. 3 
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Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  
  and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  
  let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

P: The Lord be with you.              
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, You promised Abraham that he would be 

the father of many nations, You led him to the land of Canaan, and You sealed 
Your covenant with him by the shedding of blood. May we see in Jesus, the 
Seed of Abraham, the promise of the new covenant of Your Holy Church, sealed 
with Jesus’ blood on the cross and given to us now in the cup of the new 
testament; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 

Old Testament Reading  Ezekiel 17:22–24 (ESV) 
22Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar 

and will set it out. I will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, 
and I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of 
Israel will I plant it, that it may bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble 
cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds of 
every sort will nest. 24And all the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD; I 
bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and make 
the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.” 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.     
C: Thanks be to God. 
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In Worship,  

we read the story from 

Know the Bible Now, 

pages 26-27— 

“God’s Covenant  

with Abram”  
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Hymn of the Day                 The God of Abraham Praise  LSB 798 sts. 1–4, 6, 9 

 

 

 

 
 

6 The goodly land I see, 
    With peace and plenty blest: 
A land of sacred liberty 
    And endless rest. 
There milk and honey flow, 
    And oil and wine abound, 
And trees of life forever grow 
    With mercy crowned. 

 

  

9 The whole triumphant host 
    Give thanks to God on high. 
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” 
    They ever cry. 
Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine! 
    I join the heav’nly lays: 
All might and majesty are Thine 
    And endless praise! 
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Sermon    

Genesis 12:3; 15:1-6,18-21; 17:1-8 

12 [And God said to Abram,] 3 “I will bless those who 
bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

15 After these things the word of the LORD came to 
Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; 
your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O 
Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, 
and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And 
Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, 
and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4 And 
behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man 
shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your 
heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look 
toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said 
to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to 
him as righteousness. 

18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I 
give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, 19 the 
land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.” 

17 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to 
him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make my 
covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell on 
his face. And God said to him,4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the 
father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but 
your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of 
nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, 
and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and 
you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting 
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.8 And I will give to you and 
to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an 
everlasting possession, and I will be their God.”  



10 

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory        God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage          LSB 582 

(Sung as the Offerings are brought forward and placed on the altar) 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     

All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  
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Communion Distribution 

• Pastor distributes the bread, and the 
Elders distribute the wine—with individual 
cups or common cup.  The individual trays 
also contain alcohol-removed wine in the 
center of each tray in the purple cups. 

• Each side will be ushered from the center 
aisle to the communion rail, row by row, 
starting with the front.   

• Go to the rail on your side of the 
sanctuary, filling in starting with the 
outside wall towards the center.   

• Once you have received the elements, you 
may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   

• Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

 

 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 

P: The Lord be with you.  
C:   And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.      
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P: We pray: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave 
and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

C:  Amen. 
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Preface Verses          Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared  LSB 622 sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 
 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
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First Distribution   Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord    LSB 637 

  **Today’s “Favorite Hymn” selection** 
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Second Distribution Hymn         My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less  LSB 575 

 

 

 

 

Common Dismissal 

P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….         C:   Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in 
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that 
for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask 
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by 
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
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Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn                Christ, the Word of God Incarnate  LSB 540 sts. 1, 6 

 

 

 

 

 
 

6 Christ, the Alpha and Omega, 
    Christ, the firstborn from the dead, 
Christ, the life and resurrection, 
    Christ, the Church’s glorious head: 
 

Announcements  

 
 

Praise and thanks and adoration 
    And unending worship be 
To the Father and the Spirit 
    And to You eternally. 

 © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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Youth Vision Casting -- June 19, 2018 
7:30-8:30PM 
@ Joy! Lutheran  
749 S Hunt Club Rd,  
Gurnee, IL 60031 
Being away from Bethel and our “normal”  
gives us focus and ability to see things from 
a new perspective 

 

The Spiritual Oversight Elders, Katrina Johns and I invite you to this special evening that 
will kickoff a process to cast a vision for Youth Ministry at Bethel. We have seen the need 
to infuse our focus on youth ministry with new energy, a renewed sense of purpose, and 
add people to the team to lead and guide us forward. This evening will jumpstart this 
conversation that ultimately needs all of our leaders, families, youth, and congregation to 
speak into, shape, and activate.  
 
SO please mark your calendars to attend. We want adults and youth. We want parents, 
but we also want other supportive adults from the congregation--so start spreading the 
word. 
 

Don’t forget to register for the evening: 
https://tinyurl.com/bethelvisioncast 
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