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SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
Thursday 6:30 p.m. & Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays and the Thursday prior 
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,  

Mandi Diver – Choir/New Music Accompanist 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he has 
blessed us with your presence.  Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to hear God’s 
word and serve His mission.  We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.  Please take a 
moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give to an usher.  This 
card will help us connect with you. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching Jesus 
gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are forgiven, 
we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His true body and 
blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:26-28, “Take and 
eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these beliefs are invited to 
receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing. Wine can be taken by 
common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice. Please address questions 
to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored cups.  

NURSERY 
We have two rooms available for your use.  When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is down 
the hall just past the restrooms.  If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the youth room 
at the far end of the gym. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

SERVING TODAY 

 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
The Stoltzman family in celebration of Nancy’s birthday. 
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In Today’s Prayers 
If you have something you’d like added,  
please go to one of the Prayer Stands,  
write down your request, & put in the plastic rack. 

In our weekly Worship Prayers, we lift up praises, thanksgivings, requests, and 
concerns to our Lord.  In order to help us pray to God about the wholeness of 
our lives in the world, we have a schedule for when we will focus on specific 
areas for prayer. Any immediate needs will always take priority, but in general, 
we will follow this schedule. Please note that this means on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the month, Pastor will speak the names of everyone on our health 
concerns list, but on other Sundays, this will be lifted up only as a general 
prayer for health and healing. 
 

3rd Sunday of the Month 

Government & Safety 
Local, State and Federal government and leaders 
Local police and fire departments 

Local concerns 
Marc & Pedro, men who burglarized Bethel in 2017, probation/rehabilitation  
The people around us who do not know Jesus and salvation in His Gospel 

Congregation: Spiritual Conversation 
Help us talk about spiritual things that are the source and foundation for life,  

and build relationships and friendships that include these conversations 
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NEHEMIAH SERVICE 

Worship in a traditional order that uses portions of the book of Nehemiah.   
 

Opening Hymn                      O Bless the Lord, My Soul  LSB 814 

 

 
 

5 He fills the poor with good; 
    He gives the suff’rers rest. 
The Lord hath judgments for the proud 
    And justice for the_oppressed. 

  

6 His wondrous works and ways 
    He made by Moses known, 
But sent the world His truth and grace 
    By His belovèd Son. 
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Invocation (Based on selections from Nehemiah 8)  

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:   Amen. 
P: All the people gathered into the square.  
  And they told Ezra the scribe,  
C: Bring the Book of the Law of Moses,  
 Bring the Word of the Lord to us. 
P: And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, and as he opened it all 

 the people stood. Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people 
 answered,    

C:   Amen, Amen. 
P: They lifted up their hands.   
  They bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord. 
  This day is holy to our Lord.  
C: The joy of the Lord is our strength. Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution (Based on selections from Nehemiah 1) 

P:  O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and 
 steadfast love with those who love Him and keep His commandments, 

C:  let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open, to hear the prayer of Your servants 
that we now pray before You day and night, confessing the sins we have committed 
against You. We have acted very corruptly against You and have not kept the 
commandments, the statutes, and the rules that You commanded. 

P: Lord, remember the word that You gave to Your servant Moses, “If you are 
 unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples.” 

C: But Lord also remember that You promised: “If you return to Me, even though you 
are outcasts, I will gather you and bring you to the place that I have chosen, to make 
My Name dwell there.”      

P: God has indeed heard your prayers and remembers His promise to gather you again 
to Himself, so that you may dwell with Him for eternity.  By His Holy Spirit, you 
are the Lord’s servants and His people, whom God has redeemed by His great 
power and by His strong hand, by the death and resurrection of His Son, our 
Lord, Jesus Christ.  Your sins are forgiven in the Name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:   Amen!  Thanks be to God!   
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Hymn of Praise   Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven  LSB 793 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 

 
Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, through the prophet Elijah, You continued 

the prophetic pattern of teaching Your people the true faith and 
demonstrating through miracles Your presence in creation to heal it of its 
brokenness. Grant that Your Church may see in Your Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the final end-times prophet whose teaching and miracles continue in 
Your Church through the healing medicine of the Gospel and the Sacraments; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.      

C:   Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading for the 8th Week after Pentecost        Amos 7:7–15 (ESV) 
7This is what [the Lord God] showed me: behold, the Lord was standing beside a 

wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the LORD said to me, 
“Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.”  

Then the Lord said, 
  “Behold, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; 
  I will never again pass by them; 
   9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 
   and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 
  and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 
 10Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, 
“Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel. The land is not 
able to bear all his words. 11For thus Amos has said, “‘Jeroboam shall die by the 
sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.’” 
 12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, and eat 
bread there, and prophesy there, 13but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the 
king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” 
 14Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I was no prophet, nor a prophet’s 
son, but I was a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs. 15But the LORD took me 
from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people 
Israel.’”  
L: This is the Word of the Lord.       
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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In Worship,  

we read the story from 

Know the Bible Now, 

pages 134-135— 

“God Provides  

for Elijah” 
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Hymn of the Day God of the Prophets, Bless the Prophets’ Sons        LSB 682, alt. 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Make us apostles, heralds of Your cross; 
    Forth let us go to tell the world of grace. 
Inspired by You, may we count all but loss 
    And stand at last with joy before Your face. 

  

Your      peo  -  ple us 
us 
us 

us 

Our 

Ours 

Ours, 

Our 

our 
our 
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Sermon 

         

1 Kings 17:8-24  
8Then the word of the LORD came to [Elijah the prophet], 9“Arise, go to 

Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, I have commanded a 
widow there to feed you.” 10So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came 
to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to 
her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.” 11And as she was 
going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 
12And she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of 
flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am gathering a couple of sticks that I 
may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.” 13And 
Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But first make me a little 
cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make something for yourself and your 
son. 14For thus says the LORD the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be spent, and 
the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the LORD sends rain upon the 
earth.’” 15And she went and did as Elijah said. And she and he and her household ate 
for many days. 16The jar of flour was not spent, neither did the jug of oil become 
empty, according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah. 

17After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became ill. And his 
illness was so severe that there was no breath left in him. 18And she said to Elijah, 
“What have you against me, O man of God? You have come to me to bring my sin to 
remembrance and to cause the death of my son!” 19And he said to her, “Give me your 
son.” And he took him from her arms and carried him up into the upper chamber 
where he lodged, and laid him on his own bed. 20And he cried to the LORD, “O LORD 
my God, have you brought calamity even upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by 
killing her son?” 21Then he stretched himself upon the child three times and cried to 
the LORD, “O LORD my God, let this child’s life come into him again.” 22And the LORD 
listened to the voice of Elijah. And the life of the child came into him again, and he 
revived. 23And Elijah took the child and brought him down from the upper chamber 
into the house and delivered him to his mother. And Elijah said, “See, your son lives.” 
24And the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God, and that the 
word of the LORD in your mouth is truth.” 
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Offering Preface (Based on selections from Nehemiah 9) 

P: You are the Lord, You alone.  
C: You have made heaven, even the highest heavens,  
 the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them;  
 and You preserve all of them; and the multitudes of heaven worship You.  
P: You saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt and heard their cry at the Red Sea, and 

performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh and all his servants and all the 
people of his land, for You knew that they acted arrogantly against our fathers.  

C: And You made a name for Yourself for all generations. 
P: And You divided the sea before them, so that they went through the midst of the 

sea on dry land, and You threw Pharaoh’s army into the depths like a stone into 
mighty waters.  

C: By a pillar of cloud You led them in the day,  
and by a pillar of fire in the night.  

P: You are the Lord, You alone.  We remember Your graciousness and blessings to 
Your people throughout all generations. 

C: You have kept Your promise, for You are righteous.  Amen. 

 
Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 
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Offertory          If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee  LSB 750, sts. 1,4,7; tune: 566 

(Sung as the Offerings are brought forward and placed on the altar) 

 

 

Prayers 

Confession of Faith               Nicene Creed  
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 
and invisible.— And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and 
was buried. And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. — And I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     

All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to 
talk.  We invite those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and 
receive a blessing from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 

• Pastor distributes the bread, and the 
Elders distribute the wine—with individual 
cups or common cup.  The individual trays 
also contain alcohol-removed wine in the 
center of each tray in the purple cups. 

• Each side will be ushered from the center 
aisle to the communion rail, row by row, 
starting with the front.   

• Go to the rail on your side of the 
sanctuary, filling in starting with the 
outside wall towards the center.   

• Once you have received the elements, you 
may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

• Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   

• Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 
sin and be our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 
the cross. Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, 
O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant 
us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     

C:   Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

 
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
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First Distribution Hymn                Great Is Thy Faithfulness  LSB 809 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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Second Distribution Hymn             Praise and Thanksgiving  LSB 789 

 

 

 

© 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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Common Dismissal 

P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….          
C:   Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true 
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, 
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    

C: Amen. 

Benedicamus Domino (“Let us bless, the Lord”) & Benediction (Blessing)  

P: Rise up and bless the Lord your God          (Based on Nehemiah 9:5 & Psalm 126:3,6)  

  from everlasting to everlasting. 
C: Blessed be Your glorious name, O Lord;  
 Your Name is exalted above all blessing and praise. 
P: The Lord has done great things for us; 
  Those who come before the Lord weeping 
  shall now go with shouts of joy, 
  because of the Lord’s great mercy, love, and strength. 
  In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.     
C:   Amen. 
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Closing Hymn                 Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart  LSB 806 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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Announcements 
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Sunday, August 19th 
  

Bethel’s church picnic will be held at Viking Park in Gurnee.  
Mark your calendar, clear your schedules, bring the whole 
family out and enjoy a few hours with our Bethel family.  Come 
ready to have a fun day! 
  

Watch for more information in the August Big Buzz. 
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